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MARENGO CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Marengo Council Chambers 
132 E. Prairie St. 

Marengo, IL 60152 
January 11, 2010 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
Mayor Donald Lockhart called the January 11, 2010 regular meeting of the Marengo City 
Council to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Lockhart led everyone present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present for this meeting were Mayor Donald Lockhart, Aldermen:  Michael Smith, Mike Secor, 
Todd Hall, and Steve DiMaria.  Also present were:  City Administrator Deborah Nier, City 
Attorney Carlos Arevalo, Sgt. Richard Solarz, Building Commissioner Jayson Shull, Assistant to 
the City Administrator Joshua Blakemore and City Engineer David Johanson.  Absent this 
evening were Aldermen Carole Bartman, Corey Brackmann, Eric DeBoer and Pat Signore. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
None. 
 
Alderman Corey Brackmann entered the meeting at 7:04 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Alderman Todd Hall noted a correction that needed to be made to the minutes – page 4 – 
identifying the correct lot numbers in paragraph 6.  The corrections were noted.  Alderman Steve 
DiMaria made a motion, seconded by Alderman Michael Smith, to accept the minutes as 
corrected.  The motion carried with an aye vote by Aldermen:  Brackmann, DiMaria, Hall, Smith 
and Secor. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

a. List of Bills 
b. 2010 Zoning Map Update 

 
Alderman Mike Secor made a motion, seconded by Alderman Todd Hall, to approve the consent 
agenda items.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  Smith, Brackmann, DiMaria, 
Hall and Secor.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 An Ordinance Conveying a Landmark Designation at 209 E. Forest St. 
John Wyrostek, chairman of the Marengo Historic Presentation Commission presented 
information on the various locations.   
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Alderman Michael Smith made a motion, seconded by Alderman Steve DiMaria, to accept the 
findings and recommendations of the MHPC and adopt the ordinance for 209 E. Forest St., as 
presented.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  Secor, Hall, Brackmann, DiMaria 
and Smith. 
 
An Ordinance Conveying a Landmark Designation at 614 W. Grant Highway 
Alderman Michael Smith made a motion, seconded by Alderman Steve DiMaria, to accept the 
findings and recommendations of the MHPD and adopt the ordinance for 614 W. Grant Hwy., as 
presented.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  Smith, Brackmann, DiMaria, Hall 
and Secor. 
 
An Ordinance Conveying a Landmark Designation at 429 W. Washington St. 
Alderman Michael Smith made a motion, seconded by Alderman Steve DiMaria, to accept the 
findings and recommendations of the MHPD and adopt the ordinance for 429 W. Washington 
St., as presented.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  Hall, DiMaria, Smith, 
Brackmann, and Secor. 
 
Marengo-Union Chamber of Commerce Sign Request 
Joshua Blakemore spoke on the request of the Chamber of Commerce.  The sign in question is 
the one that is used for the Marengo-Union Expo that is held in February every year.  The 
Chamber had asked the approval for the sign to be granted “in perpetuity”, but this would require 
an ordinance change.  Aldermen Michael Smith suggested that rather than make an ordinance 
change, that the Council approve the request for a 5 year period.   
 
Alderman Mike Secor made a motion, seconded by Alderman Steve DiMaria, to approve the 
request for a 5-year period of time.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  DiMaria, 
Secor, Brackmann, Hall and Smith. 
 
Authorization to Award Contract to Plote Construction for Emergency Road Repair 
Program Street Improvements Project 
David Johanson went over the report.  It was noted that Plote Construction submitted the lowest 
bid for the project, coming in at $602.419.75.  Alderman Steve DiMaria questioned if the costs 
could increase, and was advised that the cost would not, unless it was pre-authorized by the City 
Council.     
 
Alderman Mike Secor made a motion, seconded by Alderman Todd Hall, to authorize the Mayor 
and Staff to award the contract to Plote Construction for the Emergency Road Repair Program 
Street Improvements Project, not to exceed $602.419.75.  The motion passed with an aye vote by 
Aldermen:  Secor, DiMaria, Brackmann, Smith and Hall.  
 
A Resolution Awarding the Contract for the Marengo 2009 Emergency Road Repair 
Project. 
See motion above. 
 
Freedom of Information Act Presentation 
Attorney Carlos Arevalo presented information to the Council Members on the new requirements 
involved in the FOIA.  There will be 3 persons responsible in the various departments for 
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handling these requests.  Jayson Shull for Building Department requests, Sally Millermon for 
City Hall requests, and Sgt. Rodney Riley for Police Department requests.  Specific information 
on FOIA is available in the Deputy Clerk’s office. 
 
OLD BUSINES 
An Ordinance Vacating Page Street from North Taylor Street to Clark Street 
The intention of this ordinance is to complete the parking area for the re-development of this 
property.  There are no public utilities under this portion of Page Street, and a 20` easement has 
been granted to the City of Marengo for the purpose of the HUM trail extension.   
 
Alderman Corey Brackmann made a motion, seconded by Alderman Michael Smith, to adopt 
Ordinance 10-1-4 Vacating Page Street, between North Taylor Street and Clark Street, in the 
City of Marengo.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  Hall, Smith, Secor, 
Brackmann, DiMaria and Mayor Lockhart. 
 
MAYOR’S STATEMENTS AND REPORTS 
Mayor Lockhart offered his congratulations, on behalf of the City, to Sgt. Richard Solarz on his 
accomplishments at Northwestern University School of Staff and Command; including his 
elected position as Class President.   
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD AND STAFF REPORTS 
Jayson Shull - his report was in the packet.  No questions. 
 
Joshua Blakemore – Brought the Council up to date on what is happening with the Dial-A-Ride 
contract.  Some of the language in the contract needed clarification.  Attorney Arevalo is 
working on counter wording to see if it would be acceptable.  Next, reviewed what is going on 
currently with the web site proposals.  He would like to bring the companies to the next Council 
meeting so they could make their presentations in person.  Last, Joshua introduced Pam Gitta, 
(718 Ridge Drive, Marengo) past Executive Director of Marengo Main Street who in turn 
introduced the new Executive Director, Lucia Matlock.  Ms. Matlock stated that she was very 
happy to be in the community. She will be in the office Monday through Friday with the same 
phone number and email address that Pam had. 
  
Sgt. Richard Solarz – report by Chief Podosek was in the packet.  No questions.  The offer was 
made to all Council members of riding along with an officer on patrol.  Alderman Brackmann 
did this last week. 
 
Alderman Michael Smith asked Deborah Nier about information he received from her about a 
grant from Jack Frank’s office to Roland Burris.  Deborah explained that it was a submission 
through Jack Frank’s office for the City of Marengo for the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  This 
is to see if the City of Marengo could be included in Senator Burris’s appropriations bill.   
 
David Johanson –his report was already handed out.  No questions.  There will be a final meeting 
scheduled with IDOT for next week for the MFT audit.  Update on Prospect Street – hopefully 
will be going by the beginning of February.   
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Deborah Nier – On January 13th (Wednesday), there is a Chamber Breakfast at 8:00 a.m.  This is 
their Annual State of the Community.  Mayor Lockhart will be making a presentation.  If any 
other Council members are interested in attending, please let her know by Tuesday.   Deb 
received a letter from Pam Althoff regarding funding through the Members Initiative Program.  
There has been no word on the funding – the Governor was in the process of selling bonds for 
“Build Illinois.”  The letter states that those bonds have been sold, in the amount of 
$350,000,000.  A portion of that will be divided among the various caucuses.  The Senate 
Republican Caucus will receive approximately $330,000.  The City of Marengo has made a 
request of $150,000 to help fund the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  The estimated cost for the 
Waste Water Treatment Plant is about $11,300,000.   
 
Attorney Carlos Arevalo - no report. 
 
Alderman Smith asked how the salt situation was coming along, and was advised that the City is 
doing okay at this time.   
 
The meeting took a recess for the purpose of Collective Bargaining and Approval of Executive 
Session Minutes.  Alderman Mike Secor made a motion, seconded by Alderman Todd Hall, to go 
to Executive Session.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  Smith, Hall, 
Brackmann, DiMaria and Secor. 
 
The meeting recessed at 8:20 p.m. 
 
 
The Regular Session of the Marengo City Council, reconvened at 8:33 p.m.   
 
Alderman Mike Secor made a motion, seconded by Alderman Michael Smith, to approve the 
release of the Executive Session Minutes dated 1-14-2008, 2-25-2008, 4-14-2008, 6-23-2008, 9-
8-2008, 9-22-2008, 10-13-2008 and 2-9-2009.  The motion passed with an aye vote by 
Aldermen:  Hall, DiMaria, Secor, Smith and Brackmann. 
 
There was no further business to come before the City Council.  An Executive Motion was made 
by Mayor Lockhart to adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed with a voice vote by all 
Aldermen present.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Constance J. Boxleitner 
City Clerk 
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