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MARENGO CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Marengo Council Chambers 
132 E. Prairie St. 

Marengo, IL 60152 
January 25, 2010 

 
CALL TO ORDER  
Mayor Donald Lockhart called the January 25, 2010 regular meeting of the Marengo City 
Council to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Lockhart led everyone present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present for this meeting were Mayor Donald Lockhart, Aldermen: Carole Bartman, 
Corey Brackmann, Michael Smith, Erik DeBoer, Mike Secor, Pat Signore, Todd Hall, 
and Steve DiMaria.  Also present were:  City Administrator Deborah Nier, City Attorney 
Carlos Arevalo, Sgt. Richard Solarz, Building Commissioner Jayson Shull, 
Superintendent of Public Works Jim Craney, Assistant to the City Administrator Joshua 
Blakemore and City Engineer David Johanson.   
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Mary McCann, from the McHenry County Board, spoke on Natural Hazard Mitigation 
planning.  This specifically addresses the flooding issues that are occurring in the County.  
She currently serves as Chairman of the Environmental Committee.  The group has 
received a grant from FEMA.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Alderman Michael Smith made a motion, seconded by Alderman Mike Secor, to approve 
the minutes of the January 10, meeting.  The motion passed with an aye vote by 
Aldermen: Brackmann, DiMaria, DeBoer, Hall, Smith, Secor and Signore.  Alderman 
Carole Bartman abstained from voting. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

a. List of Bills 
b. Planning and Zoning Commission Appointment (Chester Mazurkoewicz) 

 
Alderman Erik DeBoer made a motion, seconded by Alderman Mike Secor, to approve 
the consent agenda items.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  Bartman, 
Smith, Brackmann, DiMaria, DeBoer, Signore, Hall and Secor. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

a. An Ordinance Granting a Variance from the Marengo Sign Ordinance 
for 101 Franks Road, Glow Bowl 

Page 1 of 5 
 



City Council Meeting Minutes for January 25, 2010 
 

Jayson Shull reviewed with the Council the information on the request.  The Planning 
and Zoning Commission had conducted a public hearing, and unanimously recommended 
that the City Council approve this variance request.  Specific changes involved the 
height, placement, and square footage of the monument sign.  The sign will be installed 
on Franks Road – located in the parking lot of the building.   
 
Alderman Michael Smith questioned why there are not more of the businesses using the 
brick sign on the “boulevard” leading onto Franks Road.  Jayson explained that the 
Northwest Center for Commerce dictates who can be added to that sign.   
 
Alderman Corey Brackmann made the motion, seconded by Alderman Mike Secor, to 
adopt Ordinance 10-1-5 Granting Exceptions to the Marengo Sign Ordinance for the 
property known as 101 Franks Road as presented in petition dated December 29, 2009.  
The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  Signore, Secor, Hall, Brackmann, 
DiMaria, Bartman, DeBoer and Smith. 
 

b. Authorization to Proceed with Bond Sales for the Prospect Street Project 
Deborah Nier reviewed the bond issue with the Council. David Phillips, a representative 
of Spear Financial, answered questions posed by the Aldermen on this.  The Council was 
given information on 2 models (scenarios) for the bond – the first being the initial 
$2,000,000, and the second being $1,500,000.  He explained that there are some basic 
guidelines that are followed in determining the amount of the bond.  Alderman DiMaria 
questioned who presented the recommendation to the Board on the method of bonding 
and funding.  David explained that Mr. Warren did the initial recommendation.  
Alderman DiMaria asked for clarification on why the City of Marengo was pursuing 
General Obligation Bonds (Alternative Revenue Source) as opposed to “Build America 
Bonds”.   David explained that they would bid the bonds both ways, and see what would 
be the better option for the City.   He further explained that “Build America Bonds” are 
just a pricing mechanism – it is not a type of bond.  Alderman DiMaria would like to be 
on the record as saying that he is not opposed to the Prospect Street Project, he is opposed 
to the way the City wanted to fund the Prospect Street Project for paying back the bonds. 
 
When questioned, Deborah Nier recommended that the City pursue the $1,500,000 
amount.  When you combine the money from the Council of Mayors, and from IDOT, 
that amount would allow the City to complete the work, and also provide the City with a 
cushion of funds to be used for other road projects that were needed.  There would be no 
early pay back penalty – but the early pay back could not occur before 8 years.  That is 
the minimum length of time that would be required for the City to keep the bonds.    
 
Alderman Michael Smith suggested that the City look at increasing the tax on the telecom 
communications fee (increasing it from 5% to 6%) as a way to bring in additional funds.  
The projection of increased funds from this would bring in about $48,000 annually.  
Alderman Corey Brackmann stated that he was against increasing any taxes at this time.  
Alderman Mike Secor agreed with Alderman Brackmann.   
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Alderman Signore requested that the City look into some of the other sources of funds 
before we commit to pursuing the bonds.  
 
It was noted that if the Council desired to increase the tax on the telecom 
communications fee, it would require an ordinance change.    
  
A “straw poll” was taken regarding the possibility of a 1% increase on the 
telecommunications fee with the idea of putting it in place when we need to start paying 
the bonds back..  Those in favor of having an additional meeting to discuss the option 
were:  Aldermen:  Hall, DeBoer, Signore, Secor, Bartman, Smith and DiMaria.  Opposed 
to an increase was Alderman Brackmann. 
 
Alderman Todd Hall made a motion, seconded by Alderman Carole Bartman, to 
authorize the City of Marengo to proceed with the $1,500,000 Bond Sales for the 
Prospect Street Project.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  Smith, 
Brackmann, Bartman, Hall, Secor and DeBoer.  Aldermen voting no on this motion were:  
Signore and DiMaria.   

 
c. Website Presentation – Express Web Inc. 

Nick Carroccia gave a presentation on behalf of Express Web, Inc for web site 
development.  He is the Project Manager.  Lon Czarnecki, a technology specialist, 
assisted in the presentation.   
  

(Mayor Lockhart deviated from regular agenda at this time to allow the 
second website presenters to set up)  

 
OLD BUSINESS 

a. Swedish American Health Services Business Incentive Program Contract 
Attorney Carlos Arevalo suggested some changes to the BIPIM contract that is being 
considered by Swedish American Health Services.  These changes will make the 
substance of the contract more consistent.  Attorney Matthew Logan – representing the 
property owner (K & E Construction) is asking that the minimum assessment increase of 
$1,000,000 be reduced to a more realistic figure of $400,000.  This is the amount of the 
“build out” investment that is required for Swedish American to lease the property.   
 
Alderman Carole Bartman made a motion, seconded by Alderman Steve DiMaria, to 
change the assessed valuation increase from the $1,000,000 on the current contract to 
$400,000.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  Hall, DeBoer, DiMaria, 
Smith, Brackmann, Secor, Signore and Bartman.    
 

(Mayor Lockhart returned to regular agenda – New Business) 
 

d. Website Presentation – TSC North America 
Cindi Carrigan made a presentation on behalf of TSC North America, for web site 
development.  She is the Project Manager.  Penny Mann, Marketing Manager, assisted 
with the presentation.    
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e. Police Pension Board – Pension Fund Annual Update 

Sgt. Richard Solarz presented the most recent information for the Council.  There are 
currently 5 board members.  Amcore Bank currently services the pension fund.     

 
f. Marengo/Union Tourism Council Presentation 

Marlene Slavin, from the Marengo-Union Chamber of Commerce, presented information 
to the Council on this new Council.  What she is asking for is the support from the 
Marengo City Council for this.  She is also looking for a representative from the City 
Council to be on the new Tourism Council.   Alderman Steve DiMaria made a motion, 
seconded by Alderman Michael Smith, to support the newly formed Marengo-Union 
Tourism Council.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  DiMaria, Signore, 
Secor, Bartman, DeBoer, Brackmann, Hall and Smith. 
 
MAYOR’S STATEMENTS AND REPORTS 
 Mayor Lockhart attended the welcome home for Joe McKee – upon his return 
from Afghanistan.  
 
 The Mayor attended the 3 DARE presentations at the schools.  He would like to keep 
this going next year.   
 
Established a committee for the “Special Service Area” (water detention pond) to 
examine and explore the problem.  The aldermen that will be on that committee will be 
Steve DiMaria, Mike Secor and Corey Brackmann.  Also on that committee will be 
Jayson Shull and Jim Craney. 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD AND STAFF REPORTS 
 Jayson Shull – Building Commissioner.  No official report.  Alderman Steve 
DiMaria requested that Jayson review the special use permit that was approved for the 
tattoo business – there appears to be signage discrepancies.  Jayson will check it out. 
 
 Jim Craney – Superintendent of Public Works. There was a problem at the 
waste water treatment plant, and they are working on it to get it corrected.  They changed 
the pulleys – and a possible motor upgrade.  This should solve the problem.   
 
 Joshua Blakemore – Assistant to the City Administrator.  Census is coming 
along, getting more information out to the Community for participation of all residents. 
 
 Sgt. Richard Solarz – Sgt., Marengo Police Department.   No written report.  
No questions asked of him. 
 
 David Johanson - City Engineer.  No formal report.  ERP Project contracts were 
all done. 
 
 Deborah Nier – City Administrator.   Complimented Officer Waller on the 
DARE program.  Reminded the Council members of the Marengo-Union Expo.  The 
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dates will be the 13th & 14th of February.  If any of the Aldermen would like to “work” 
the booth, please let her know. 
 
 Carlos Arevalo – City Attorney - No report. 
 
Alderman Pat Signore left the meeting at about 9:58 P.M. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Mayor Lockhart advised the Council Members that the Council would be going into 
Executive Session for the purpose of Personnel.  Alderman Mike Secor made a motion, 
seconded by Alderman Todd Hall, to recess the Regular Session and go to Executive 
Session for the purpose of Personnel.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  
Secor, DeBoer, DiMaria, Brackmann, Smith, Bartman and Hall.  The meeting recessed at 
10:03 P.M. 
 
 
The Regular Session of the meeting reconvened at 10:26 P.M.   
 
Alderman Mike Secor asked if there was a possibility of enacting a tobacco tax within the 
City of Marengo.  Attorney Arevalo will check into this. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There was no further business to come before the Council this evening.  Alderman Steve 
DiMaria made a motion, seconded by Alderman Carole Bartman, to adjourn.  The motion 
passed with a voice vote. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:27 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Constance J. Boxleitner 
City Clerk 
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