
City Council Minutes for March 8, 2010 
 

MARENGO CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Marengo Council Chambers 
132 E. Prairie St. 

Marengo, IL 60152 
March 8, 2010 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

In the absence of Mayor Donald Lockhart, Constance Boxleitner, Marengo City Clerk, 
called the March 8, 2010 regular meeting of the Marengo City Council to order at 7:05 P.M. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

City Clerk Constance Boxleitner led everyone present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 

Present for this meeting were Aldermen Carole Bartman, Corey Brackmann, Michael 
Smith, Erik DeBoer, Mike Secor, Pat Signore, Todd Hall and Steve DiMaria.  Also present were 
City Administrator Deborah Nier, City Attorney Carlos Arevalo, Deputy Chief Joseph Hallman, 
Superintendent of Public Works Jim Craney, Assistant to the City Administrator Joshua 
Blakemore and City Engineer David Johanson.  Absent this evening was the Mayor, Donald 
Lockhart. 
 
APPOINTMENT OF PRESIDENT PRO-TEM 

Attorney Carlos Arevalo advised the Council members that a President Pro-Tem would 
need to be voted on to run the meeting in the absence of the Mayor.  Alderman Pat Signore made 
a motion, seconded by Mike Secor, to appoint Alderman Steve DiMaria to fill that position this 
evening.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen: Brackmann, DiMaria, DeBoer, Hall, 
Bartman, Smith, and Secor.  Aldermen Signore voted no.   
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

None. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Alderman Carole Bartman made a motion, seconded by Alderman Mike Secor, to 
approve the minutes of the February 22, 2010 regular meeting.  The motion passed with an aye 
vote by Aldermen:  Bartman, Smith, Brackmann, DiMaria, DeBoer, Signore, Hall and Secor. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

a. List of Bills 
Alderman Steve DiMaria asked a question on the list of bills, specifically on the Barco 

Products bill.  Superintendent of Public Works, Jim Craney, answered the question.  Alderman 
Corey Brackmann asked about the appraisal that was being done, and was answered by Deborah 
Nier.   
 

Alderman Erik DeBoer made a motion, seconded by Alderman Todd Hall, to approve the 
Consent Agenda.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  Signore, Secor (abstained 
from the Marengo Greenhouse bill), Hall, Brackmann, DiMaria, Bartman, DeBoer and Smith. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
Marengo Main Street Putt-Putt Days Request. 

Alderman Pat Signore asked if there was any increased cost of patrol or anything else 
(similar to Settler’s Days) for this event?  Deputy Chief Joseph Hallman responded that he did not 
believe that there were any additional costs involved.  They generally assign someone to work 
that event, and the others handle the regular routines.  He would double check on this, and get 
back to the Council if this was not the case.   
 

Alderman Mike Secor made a motion, seconded by Alderman Pat Signore, to approve the 
request.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen Smith, Brackmann, Signore, DiMaria, 
Bartman, Hall, Secor and DeBoer. 
 
109 South Taylor Street, White Lion Real Estate Sign Request 

Deborah Nier explained that a real estate agency is asking to occupy the building and 
would like to put up a private sign – a copy of what they are suggesting was included in the 
packet.  The sign will not hang over into the street.  They are asking for approval to hang it off 
the light pole (from a mounted bracket that would be attached to the light pole) that is in the City 
easement in front of the building. 
 

Following extensive discussion, this item was tabled by the City Council, and is being 
sent to the Historic Commission for review and comment.  
 
Swedish American Healthcare Parking License 

Deborah Nier reviewed the request that was made by Swedish American Hospital to 
secure specified parking spaces on the east side of Taylor Street – directly in front of the building 
at 204 E. Prairie St.  They are asking for 5 marked spaces for staff at the facility.  There is a draft 
of a license agreement – for the exclusive use of these 5 spaces, for which Swedish American 
Hospital will pay a license fee of $10.   
 

After a lengthy discussion, the Council directed our attorney to advise SwedishAmerican 
that at this time there did not appear to be any need for them to have 5 marked spaces for their 
staff.  There is plenty of parking in the lot behind their building, and the municipal parking lot is 
just across the street from their building, and there is plenty of room for their staff to park during 
the daytime hours.  Attorney Arevalo will relay this information to their attorney.  The Council 
did state that once the building is 3/4ths filled, they would be happy to revisit this situation. 
 
Ordinance Amending the Municipal Telecommunications Tax Rate 

Joshua Blakemore went over this information.  It was found that our initial 5% tax had 
been changed several years ago, due to a change in rules, etc., and was actually 4.5 %.  By 
increasing this tax, the City would receive additional funds to be used in the general budget.  If 
the City were to increase the tax to 6%, we should realize an additional $70,500 of revenue for 
the City.  By bringing the tax up to the initially authorized 5%, the additional revenue would be 
about $25,000. 
 

Alderman Steve DiMaria wants to make sure that these additional funds be used as he 
had suggested previously – to help pay down the bond that the City took out for roadwork on 
Prospect Street.   
 

Alderman Michael Smith asked if we could pass the ordinance with an earmark for the 
funds to be used for motor fuel tax fund repayment on the bonds?   
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Deborah Nier responded – “I will tell you, from my perspective as Administrator, and 

what we are working on and facing with the budget is that – every single dollar is going to be 
used to support the general corporate fund.  We are facing some really drastic losses in revenue 
from the State that we are going to need to find alternate sources of revenue for.  Most 
communities that have the 6% are using it for their general fund  - for public safety  - for their 
normal street work, whether it is buying patching materials or equipment or whatever.  That is the 
source that is not being earmarked.” 
 

Alderman Corey Brackmann stated that he personally thinks, just because revenue went 
down 3% of your income tax – you know revenue is down for every individual out there and this 
is not the time to increase any tax – it doesn’t matter if it is $.75 or $1.50.  I will be voting no on 
this. 
 

Alderman Carole Bartman made a motion, seconded by Alderman Pat Signore, to amend 
the Ordinance for the Municipal Telecommunications Tax Rate to 6%.  The motion passed with 
an aye vote by Aldermen:  Secor, DiMaria, Smith, Bartman, Signore and Hall.  Voting no on this 
motion were Aldermen:  DeBoer and Brackmann.     
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
(Alderman Corey Brackmann excused himself from the meeting at 8:11 PM.) 
 
Agreement between the City of Marengo, Brackmann Development Corp. and James 
Brackmann 

An agreement was presented for Council approval between Brackmann Development, 
James Brackmann, and the City of Marengo, whereby a specified amount would be placed in an 
escrow account each time a home they built was completed and sold.  The amount would be 
$5,000.  This money would be earmarked for the Phase 3 improvements that needed to be 
completed – i.e. – street signs, streetlights, etc.  The cost to do the lights is estimated to be about 
$48,000.  This agreement will allow the issuance of permits, etc., to allow them to continue to 
build homes.   
 

Alderman Pat Signore made a motion, seconded by Alderman Steve DiMaria, to approve 
the agreement between the City of Marengo, Brackmann Development Corporation and James 
Brackmann.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  DeBoer, Bartman, Smith, Secor, 
DiMaria and Signore.  Alderman Hall voted no on this motion. 
 
(Alderman Corey Brackmann returned to the meeting at 8:40 PM) 
 
MAYOR’S STATEMENTS AND REPORTS 

No Mayor’s report. 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD AND STAFF REPORTS 
 
Superintendent of Public Works – Jim Craney.    

There was a water main break on South Street that has been taken care of.  Many 
problems were encountered.  A pump is “down” at the Waste Treatment Plant that is going to 
have to be looked at.    
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Deputy Chief  - Joseph Hallman.   
Report was given to Aldermen in their packet.  There were no questions.  

 
Assistant to the City Administrator - Joshua Blakemore.    

Joshua handed out additional information on the website proposal.  The company has put 
together a questionnaire that he will be emailing to the Aldermen.    He asked to be informed 
when people receive their census forms, as he trying to keep track of when the citizens of 
Marengo receive them. 
 
City Administrator – Deborah Nier.    

Previously mentioned information that she has received from the Council of Government, 
and also articles in the newspaper about the Governor’s Budget Plan.  The City is sending letters 
to our State Senator and Representative protesting the plan and urging that it not be instituted.   

She is sitting in on the meetings with the Settler’s Days committee and has also been 
meeting with the Marengo Main Street. 
  
City Attorney – Carlos Arevalo 
 No report. 
 
City Engineer – David Johanson 
 Nothing further to report tonight. 
 
ADDITIONAL ITEM BROUGHT UP THIS EVENING: 
 Alderman Mike Secor brought up the problem of flyers (advertising newspapers) being 
thrown in driveways.  The City will contact Shaw Press and see if this can be solved. 
   
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

There was no Executive Session held this evening. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

There was no further business to come before the Council.  Alderman Michael Smith 
made a motion, seconded by Alderman Mike Secor, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed 
with a voice vote by all Aldermen present.  The meeting adjourned at 8:53P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Constance J. Boxleitner 
City Clerk 
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