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CITY OF MARENGO 

APRIL 23, 2007 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
At 7:00 p.m., Mayor Lockhart cal led to order the Apr i l 23, 2007, Marengo City Counci l 
meeting.  He then led the “P ledge of Al legiance.” 

 
ROLL CALL 
Mayor Lockhart, Alderman Jennings, Alderman Shelton, Alderman Trainor, Alderman 
Secor, Alderman Spear and Alderman Signore were present for rol l cal l.   Alderman Otis 
and Alderman Genot were absent. 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIATION 
M ichael Smith, 600 Spr ing Dr ive, Marengo, presented a resolution to the members this 
evening about the proposed Courtney Lane alternate route/bypass from the col lective and 
unif ied Home Owner’s Associations of Brayton Knol ls and Doral R idge.  He then read this 
resolution (Exhibit A) that contained the descr iption of the issue, the rationale for th is 
resolution and the solution.   

 
NEW BUSINESS 
APPROVAL OF THE MARCH 26, 2007, SEVEN OAKS ANNEXATION PUBLIC HEARING 
M INUTES 
Alderman Jennings made and Alderman Secor seconded a motion to approve the above 
mentioned minutes.  The motion passed with an aye voice vote from Alderman: Spear , 

Jennings, Secor, Signore and Mayor Lockhart.  Alderman Shelton and Trainor abstained. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE APRIL 9, 2007, CITY COUNCIL & EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES 
Alderman Secor made and Alderman Signore seconded a motion to approve the Apr i l  9, 
2007, Counci l and Executive Session minutes as presented.  The motion passed with an 
aye voice vote from Alderman:  Jennings, Trainor, Signore, Spear and Secor.  Alderman 

Shelton abstained. 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE -07- 4 - 2 
Administrator Hartman stated this was an annual housekeeping item to br ing the 
appropr iation ordinance that is passed the fi rst quarter of the fiscal year into al ignment 
as unforeseen l ine items over runs are offset by other l ine items that didn’t reach thei r 

spending l im its.  This basical ly keeps the appropr iation ordinance in balance.  If 
approved, it wi l l be fi led with the County to supplement the appropr iation ordinance for 
fiscal year 2006/2007.  There is no change to the overal l aggregate appropr iation.  The 
dol la r amount remains the same.  It is just the shifting of revenues/dol la rs of one l ine 
item to another to compensate for the year’s activ i ties. 
 

Alderman Signore made a motion to approve Ordinance 04 -7 -2, P roviding For A 
Supplemental Appropr iation For Fiscal Year 2006 -2007; seconded by Alderman 
Shelton.  The motion passed with an aye voice vote from Alderman:  Jennings, Shelton, 
Trainor, Signore, Spear and Secor. 
 



 2 

ORDINANCE 07 -43 GRANTING ZONING VARIANCES -BROOKSIDE MEADOWS, PHASE 1, 
LOTS 51, 51 & 53 
Bui ld ing Commissioner Shul l stated Brackmann Construction is seeking two var iances 

f rom our Zoning Ordinance.  
One is to al low the construction of two duplexes on one zoning lot in the Brookside 
Meadows, Phase 1 Subdivis ion and the other is decrease the inter ior side yard for one 
particula r lot. 
 
He stated the detai ls were pretty straight forward.  If this request is approved, it w i l l 

decrease the overal l density by one unit and wi l l not be recouped elsewhere in the 
development. The type of construction wi l l be simi la r to what the developer has 
maintained throughout the development.    
 
The PZC recommended approval by the City Counci l for these two var iances.  Mr. 
B rackmann was present if anyone had any questions regarding this. 
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Alderman Signore stated he didn’t have an issue with this but he was having trouble with 
the var iance term as he thought there had to be a hardship for them to grant a var iance 
and therefore wondered if this one shouldn’t be treated l ike the rest of them were.  
Administrator Hartman stated the PZC felt the overal l var iance was appropr iate and 

therefore granted it. 
 
Alderman Signore again stated he had no problem with it but wondered if the lots should 
be re -subdiv ide as they have done in the past.  Administrator Hartman advised this had 
been done in the past and thought there were variances for the side yards in respect to 
the re -subdiv ision.  He would have to check on it though. 

 
Our attorney was asked his opinion on this matter.  He said, “Because you have, you 
would requi re some setback var iances and side yard var iances because of the way the 
bui ld ings are set up, the footpr ints, that in of itself results in the hardship that 
creates/al lows for the issuance of a var iance.  So whether you did it thru a re -
subdivision or whether you do it thru this way, you are sti l l addressing the issue of the 

hardship that exits.  Therefore, the var iance is appropr iate.” 
 
Alderman Signore then moved to approve Ordinance 07 -4 -3; seconded by Alderman 
Secor.  The motion passed with an aye voice vote from Alderman:  Shelton, Signore, 
Trainor, Jennings, Spear and Secor. 
 

RELEASE OF DORAL RIDGE PHASE I I I MAINTENANCE BOND 
Supt. of Publ ic Works Craney advised the members Kennedy Homes would l ike to have 
thei r two year maintenance bond #5008019 in the amount of $93,430 released. 
 
On March 16, 2007, a punch l ist was completed. At 609 Maj ic Way, the driveway and 
roadway are damaged along with the dr iveway curb at 601 -603 Sara Lane.  They wi l l be 

repai red once the asphalt plants open for the season.  Bi l l Koclanis, Kennedy Homes, 
offered to put an amount of $2,000 in escrow to ensure this work would be completed. 
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Therefore, Supt. Craney recommended the release of the maintenance bond for $93,430 
and the acceptance of Doral R idge, Phase I I I contingent upon receiving $2,000 to cover 
the outstanding repai rs. 

 
Alderman Trainor asked if this in anyway impacted the continuation of Courtney/Maple 
if it occurs.  She was advised it would not as that was part of the Brayton Knol ls 
Subdivis ion and this was Doral R idge, Phase I I I. 
 
Alderman Trainor made a motion to release the maintenance bond #5008019 in the 

amount of $93,430 subject to the City receiv ing the $2,000 escrow pr ior ; seconded by 
Alderman Signore.  The motion passed with an aye voice vote from Alderman:  Jennings, 
Spear, Trainor Shelton, Secor and Signore. 
 
RESOLUTION REGARDING THE COURTNEY LANE CONNECTOR ROAD 
Mayor Lockhart asked the members what they would l ike to do regarding this since they 

just received the information tonight.   
 
Administrator Hartman advised he has information that was suppl ied to him th is 
morn ing by Alderman Otis.  It was a letter f rom Doug and Carol Mauro, 803 Doral Dr ive 
that provided traff ic count numbers they had observed.  Per Alderman Otis’s request, he 
distr ibuted copies of this letter. 

 
Alderman Trainor and Administrator Hartman advised the intention of this letter was to 
show support for the need for additional access onto Maple Street. 
 
Alderman Shelton commented, “As a member of the Transportation Committee as wel l , 
fi rst of al l , I ’m a l ittle bit disturbed I guess by the way this al l came about questioning 

the motivation of the people on the committee for the di rection and consideration that 
they have made I think they have made is out of l ine, almost slanderous.  This topic of 
transportation has been a problem and a concern since my wife was an alderman twenty 
years ago and al l  
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of the studies that have been done, have indicated there is a definite need for the type of 

situation that is being proposed and to come forward at this time with the proposal to me 
is hind sight that is di rected at people who are trying to the best for al l of Marengo and 
for the future of Marengo and in actual ity was developed to try to help the people who are 
making the proposal today.  It certainly is a problem that we have and is one that 
certainly needs to be addressed but I ’m certainly not sure this proposal is the answer to 
that problem and for that reason I would move to table this unti l we had a chance to do a 

lot more investigation without elections being involved and emotions being involved.” 
 
Alderman Trainor wanted to know what kind of time table we were on for the expansion 
of this road (Courtney Lane/Maple intersection) as the developer has not moved on this 
for quite a longtime.  Administrator Hartman advised it is cur rently in the hands of 
B rackmann Development.  His engineer is work ing on the ful l design and they have been 

work ing on property acquisition issues which could take some time.  This design wi l l 
cover the connection.  Once the design is done and approved by the County, construction 
can start. As part of thei r annexation agreement, Brackmann Development wi l l p rovide 
the cost as wi l l Kennedy Homes on the intersection improvements (50/50). 
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We have gone back and forth with the County on design standards.  The County has 
requi red a lot more roadway-deceleration lanes, turn lanes, than anticipated,   The City, 

along with Brackmann Development, has argued the speed needs to be reduced fi rst and 
foremost as that would reduce the overal l length of the intersection. However, it is a 
County road so they have the say so.   
 
M r. B rackmann stated Mayor Lockhart and Administrator Hartman have attended 
meetings regarding this.  He has issues with trying to obtain land from some of the 

property owners to get this done.  The design of the interchange wi l l be huge with the 
speed l im it being 55 mph there.  His wish is the same as the Mayor’s and 
Administrator’s which to have the speed l imit be reduced on Maple.   
 
Alderman Signore said, “ It has always been my understanding that this route would not 
be a route in which traff ic would be di rected on to; that the connectiv ity would serv ice 

the individuals who l ive in that part of our community and not be designed for anyone 
who didn’t l ive there to be di rected to as it would be a slower tr ip than 20.  So, I w i l l 
second the motion to table.” 
 
Alderman Trainor asked to have more discussion on this.  As a representative of Ward 1, 
she stated this created a kind of chal lenge for her as she saw so many of them out there 

recently in opposition of this as she assumed most of the residents present at the meeting 
this evening were not in favor of it.   
 
She said, “ I ’m just kind of cur ious the people that l ive on Courtney Dr ive you know how 
many of you were expecting that as some point that road was going to go somewhere.  It’s 
not a cul de sac; it’s a T.  What was some expectation?” 

 
She was advised by a resident they were told it was suppose to be another di rective for 
the neighborhood-not as a bypass and not as a connector for local neighborhoods. Mayor 
Lockhart asked this resident to come forward in order to hear her better and identify 
herself for the records. 
 

Kathy Hyngstrom, 602 Courtney Lane, stated when they moved into the house, they were 
advised the road would eventual ly open.  She was okay with this as long as it was for the 
neighborhood; not for strangers going thru as the neighborhood has lots of chi ld ren doing 
what kids do.  It is one thing to have neighbors going thru but it is total ly a different 
thing to have it as a road connecting one end of town to another.  It would increase traffic, 
lower the property values and the chi ld ren could be put in danger.  Also 55 is not the 

speed l imit coming over the corner; it was more l i ke 65 especial ly at night. 
 
She stated the reason they were here now was because they were not aware of this being a 
connector road.  They knew eventual ly it would be open but to thei r own community.  
This was the fi rst they had heard of it going from  
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one end of town to the other.  She said, “You may have known about it for 20 years, but 
we knew about it for 2 months.  That’s why we are al l here.”  Alderman Trainor thanked 
her. 
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Lisa Cla rk, B rayton Knol ls Homeowner’s Assoc. secretary who l ives at 643 Courtney 
Dr ive addressed the members.  She was in total agreement with the previous addressee 
and wanted to know that they proposed to do about the speeding. They don’t have a 

connecting street r ight now and they have a major issue now with speeders.  They have 
had homeowners that have sat out on thei r f ront porch taking pictures of l icense plates.  
They have made several complaints to the Pol ice Dept. and have had pol ice dr ive thru but 
no one has sat there to monitor the speed.  She also had problems with people coming 
thru that they didn’t know as people are going to use this because of al l the traffic f rom 
the stopl ight on Rt. 20. 

 
Mayor Lockhart advised he had received a complaint about the speeders.  Although the 
Pol ice Dept. is short of help, he did have officers come in at time and a half to run radar 
for two weekends.  At the location (Doral ) they were sitting, they caught no speeders.  
They did catch an intoxicated person that went thru a stop sign.  That was the only ar rest 
they made in two weekends.  He asked her to contact him to give him the information and 

we would try it again.  He wanted her to know the City was sympathetic to her situation.    
 
She has seen officers around Doral R idge but not in thei r a rea.  There are two cul du sacs 
she felt would be appropr iate.  There is Joy Court where they seem to come speeding as 
they enter off of Rt. 23 before they turn on Spr ing.  She l ives on the curve and these 
people are enter ing the subdivis ion quickly.   Mayor Lockhart advised we would work on 

this for her. 
 
Aric Slavin, 628 Courtney Lane, stated he was in agreement with the major ity of the 
people they have heard from just recently.  He is the father of four and on the street 
alone, he was guessing there were upwards of 35 -40 chi ld ren.  In the morning, there 
are many high school kids that fly thru.  He understands the pol ice officers are doing 

thei r best to keep things down.   
 
He l ives at the top of a hi l l and along the hi l l there is a curve.  There is supposed to be a 
6’ wide bike path.  It var ies f rom 4 -6’ and var ies from within 6” f rom the curb.  Th is 
is very, very dangerous from where the chi ld ren are playing and on top of that, they are 
coming around the hi l l around 35 mph.  He thought this should be looked at and more data 

should be col lected before the road gets put thru. 
 
When he bought his house, he was advised Courtney Lane would be opened up.  This was 
the fi rst they had heard about this being a bypass.  He was okay with opening Courtney 
Lane but wants to preserve the neighborhood they have now.  He didn’t want it to become 
a major thoroughfare f rom one side of the city to the other l ike Wethersfie ld Lane in 

Schaumburg. 
 
Kim Kopi ja, 635 Joy Court, stated the side of her house is along Courtney Lane.  She was 
in agreement with Ar ic as this hi l l was a nice place for people to fly up and down it.  
There are cars that are parked along where you can’t see if there are chi ld ren going in or 
out of these cars plus there is the noise factor of the kids peel ing ti res, etc.  She also is 

not for this bypass.  
 
Kathy Wi l l iams, 619 Courtney Lane, is concerned about a few things.  F i rst of al l , they 
were told when they purchased the home that this intersection would eventual ly be 
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completed when the speed l imit would be lowered by the County.  However, this would not 
happen anytime in the foreseeable future.  So, they were expecting to l ive on a dead end 
street for quite sometime.   

 
Secondly, since Sept. 2004, they have had to replace thei r mai lbox three times from 
being hit by vehicles.  There are some people blowing off stop signs at the intersection of 
Spr ing & Courtney.  The Pol ice Dept. is aware of it as they have been out there on several 
occasions.  She felt this would only get worse with the additional traff ic if this 
intersection were to be opened up.  She also was concerned and felt with the speed l im it 

not being lowered and the intersection getting opened, it would create more accidents at 
the intersection of Maple and Courtney. 
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Steve DiMar ia, 600 Courtney Lane, stated he l ives on the corner and would have to agree 
with the resident that complained about the speed.  He doesn’t have a radar gun, however , 
he is a mechanic and the sound of the revving of the engines is in access of 55 mph.  

Mayor Lockhart advised Maple in this area is a County road.  He asked if we had any say 
so or if we have spoken with the County. Mayor Lockhart advised him we have tr ied and 
M r. B rackmann could attest to it.   
 
M r. DiMar ia said they were new to the subdivision and in addition to being concerned 
with the speed on Maple, they had a concern that if a car were to go up that gul ly, it could 

launch into his house.  He felt if that road were to be expanded and Maple become closer 
to his home, it could lead to where you read/see in the news of a car that is dr iven thru a 
person’s home.   When he moved in a year ago, they were told it was almost for sure this 
street would be opened up but as an entrance for local traffic/ residents; not as a bypass.   
 
He told Alderman Shelton he was offended with the other candidate that was running 

(Alderman Otis).  She told him r ight to his face that she never ever proposed a bypass or 
an alternate.  He asked her a di rect question, yes or no; there was no way to mistake it as 
he has seen documents that state bypass committee with Dorothy Otis’ signature on it.  He 
asked, “ Is that r ight to tel l me dur ing an election that she had nothing to do with any kind 
of bypass or alternate when her names are al l over it.  So, I ’m offended the same way 
that somebody for pol it ical reasons is going to sit there and not tel l me the truth.  I have 

to bel ieve your documents, cor rect, your Marengo documents that what’s on that paper is 
facts not you know, not you know however you would want to put it.” 
 
Alderman Trainor stated they were not here to defend Alderman Otis’ statement nor was 
she.  He went on to say, “This whole Courtney Lane thing was started with the comments 
about slander; what is considered slander?  What is considered being misleading to the 

residents and to the voters?”  Mayor Lockhart stated they were not here for this tonight 
as he wanted to give him the opportunity to speak on Courtney tonight. 
 
M r. DiMar ia wanted to know what property was going to be obtained by Brackmann 
Development.  He was advised it was the side of Brayton Knol ls that the property would 
be obtained for the intersection expansion.   

 
Administrator Hartman advised Maple Street is a County road. Therefore, our Pol ice 
Dept. doesn’t have the ju r isdiction to monitor it.  Since 2003, we have been running up 
a br ick wal l asking them to reduce the speed on Maple.  We are recommending 45 mph or 
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lower.  Mayor Lockhart stated the County’s Transportation Dept. controls the road. M r. 
Mar ia asked, “And they bulk it?” 
 

Alderman Jennings suggested the two unif ied Homeowner’s Associations present tonight 
do another resolution and submit it to the County or attend one of thei r meetings and tel l 
them the same things they said here tonight.  Maybe they wi l l hear them as they haven’t 
heard us. 
 
Mayor Lockhart stated we know there is a problem there but they control the road.  He 

has asked them to dedicate the road to us; however,  they wi l l not do it.  Thei r answer is to 
put in a huge fourteen car turn lane.  His answer i s to slow the cars down to 25 -35 mph 
which would cut the turn lane in half.  This made more sense to him. He agreed with 
Alderman Jennings that they needed to get together and approach the County 
Transportation Dept.  
 

As for the speeding in the County area, they would have to complain to the County’s 
Sher iff’s Dept. about this.  In the mean time, we wi l l notify the Sher iff’s Dept. that we 
have received a lot of complaints here tonight.  This wi l l be done tomor row morn ing at 
the latest. 
 
Administrator Hartman asked to have the secretary of the Homeowner’s Assoc. contact 

him and he would give her contact information (names, addresses, phone numbers, etc). 
 
Alicia Slavin, P resident of the Brayton Knol ls Subdivis ion, stated she has been contacted 
by numerous homeowners in this subdivis ion regarding the bypass; it is definitely 
something they don’t want.  They understood it would be  
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opened which was fine but for local traff ic only.  She contacted the County. They told her 
they didn’t think it would be opened; it would just be a dead end for a whi le as it is a 
County road and they didn’t want it opened because of the traff ic and other reasons.  She 
said she had talked to Jim Craney and he said he had heard it may not be opened as wel l.   
 
She has received lots of e -mai l on this topic. She had talked and worked with Alderman 

Otis who had helped her on quite a few issues.  This was something she had spoken to her 
about and kind of witnessed her goal with her as this was something Alderman Otis 
wanted.  She came out to the subdiv ision and spoke to five or six homeowners at the same 
time.  Everyone told her the same thing, Alderman Otis basical ly told her if she didn’t 
want that happening, she should l ive in a ci rc le community.  Ms. Slavin just wanted to 
let them know it has been brought to her attention more than once and if they need to get 

petitions together, they can do that.  
 
Mayor Lockhart stated they understood the voters and could bel ieve they have been told 
this as we have been told a lot of things as well.  It has not been pleasant and they 
(County) are in charge of that road. He felt it would take numbers. 
 

Administrator Hartman stated thei r voices apply to the County level as wel l as the City.  
We have hit a br ick wal l but with thei r voices as McHenry County residents to thei r 
representatives on County Board, to the Chai rman of the Transportation Committee and 
to the County Board President would help the City.  He couldn’t guarantee it would happen 
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but anything they could do, we would greatly appreciate as he felt it would help our cause 
as wel l if   they could put thei r concerns on paper as residents of McHenry County. 
 

She wanted to know if they could tel l them they didn’t want Maple and Courtney opened.  
Alderman Trainor and Administrator Hartman felt they should specify the lower ing of 
the speed on Maple.  Mayor Lockhart suggested she and the secretary of Doral R idge’s 
Association see him after the meeting and they would talk about it. 
 
Alderman Trainor said, “ I wouldn’t take that as a representation of the City Counci l ’s 

opinion of whether the road should be continued or not but he was speaking regarding the 
speed l im it.”  Mayor Lockhart concur red.  Ms. Slavin stated they could go to them with 
this issue as wel l.  Alderman Trainor said, “On your behalf, yes.” 
 
The question was raised as to who would be paying for this.  Alderman Trainor stated it 
would be paid by the developer.  Mr. B rackmann was taking the lead role in faci l itating 

the completion of it.  It is a shared expense between Kennedy Homes and Brackmann 
Development.  It is not a special assessment and wi l l not have an extra tax as rumored 
dur ing the election per iod.  The City has a performance bond from Kennedy Homes for it.  
 
Mayor Lockhart advised at this point in time, nothing has been brought up in f ront of the 
members as to where exactly this is going to go.  This is being done thru an ad hoc 

committee and the members sitting there have not voted one way or another. 
 
It was again mentioned about the people fly ing down the hi l l f rom Courtney or f ly ing up 
f rom Doral in excess of 50 mph.  Mayor Lockhart said he would see about getting some 
radar out there.   
 

It was also thought that a stop sign at Sara or Maj ic or even Grace Court would slow the 
traffic down and make them stop as Courtney is a bl ind rol l ing hi l l and when you come 
fly ing over that hi l l , you can’t see the kids; some-  body is going to get hurt.  Mayor 
Lockhart has witnessed kids up there on thei r skateboards going in the street as it is a 
dead end street.  
 

It was asked if Mr. B rackmann does the design, pays for it, goes back to Kennedy Homes 
to seek recovery of funds and that does not happen, what would be his course of action?  
Could he come back to the City and ask for a special assessment?  Administrator Hartman 
advised the performance bond was the guarantee and felt it was sufficient to pay for thei r 
portion of the improvement.   
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Steve Stachura just moved into 613 Courtney Dr i ve. He is a traffic unit pol ice officer in 
another town and felt as soon as this road opened up, it would create a headache for Mayor 
Lockhart and the Pol ice Dept.  He is ful ly behind our Pol ice Dept. but it sounds l iked they 
are a l ittle understaffed, undermanned and under equipped.   
 

He has worked on being a constant pol ice presence on a road and without exaggeration for 
three months straight, he has run out of ink and paper.  He could wr ite tickets al l day 
long; 90% of the people he has stopped aren’t from that subdiv is ion.  If this road is 
opened and intended for the people of that subdivision, we are sadly mistaken.  Everybody 
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that comes thru is always in a rush and he was sure al l the speeders that Mr. Smith is 
seeing that are coming down Spr ing Dr ive are coming in f rom Courtney off of Rt. 23 
using Spr ing, Doral and Maple to get to Rt. 20.  They are probably just cutting thru and 

as soon as you open that up, it wi l l give the people an easier path to open up there speed.  
He felt the Pol ice Dept. didn’t want this headache as he has to deal with this problem 
where he works and unless the Pol ice Dept. can handle it, he would highly recommend 
against it. 
 
Chr is Tuohey, 498 Spr ing Dr ive, stated he is r ight on the corner of Spr ing and Courtney 

and everyday watches 30 or 40 people blow that stop sign.  If this street is opened up and 
Courtney becomes a straight away, there is going to be 10 times more traff ic going thru 
blowing that stop sign.  He has two smal l boys and one on the way and he knows just on 
the corner alone, there are 9 or 10 kids playing there.  Only once or twice has he seen 
the Pol ice Dept. sitting at this stop sign getting anybody.  He thought Doral to Spr ing to 
Courtney, it slowed down and people didn’t use it as an alternate route but if it were to be 

opened up, Rt. 23 to Maple, more people would. 
 
M r. Stachura felt as far as asking for extra pol ice presence, he thought when other 
people came forward to us with other concerns, the data needed to get gather.  If the 
Pol ice Dept. is wi l l ing to hi re back officers, they need to know when to come back.  If 
they are hi r ing back on the weekends, that’s great as they are showing an incentive that 

they want to help but they need to know what time the speeders are coming.  People are 
cal l ing and complaining saying we have speeders okay lets pul l the guys on the weekend, 
it’s not going to be effective. 
 
Mayor Lockhart stated he was not aware of al l the traff ic problems in the subdivis ion.  
He wished they would have picked up the phone and cal led him.  His home number is in 

the phone book and they are to feel f ree to cal l him as he is thei r mayor.  He advised we 
wi l l see what we can do about the traffic and getting more patrol up there. 
 
He then stated as far as the resolution, we have a motion and a second on the table.  He 
asked if there was anymore discussion f rom the members before voting on it.  There was 
none so rol l was taken.  The motion to table this was passed with an aye voice vote from 

Alderman:  Trainor, Signore, Secor, Jennings, Shelton and Spear. 
 
Mayor Lockhart thanked the residents for thei r input on this.  He advised them we had 
tabled it and there wi l l have to be a lot more information provided to them before a 
decision can be made. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
There was no Old Business for discussion. 
 
MAYOR’S STATEMENTS AND REPORTS 
PROCLAMATION-LOOK AT LOCAL HISTORY MONTH 
Mayor Lockhart read a proclamation proclaim ing May 2007, as “Look at Local History ” 

month. 
 
Per a request from Alderman Otis, Mayor Lockhart read a letter addressed to him and the 
members f rom her. 
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He reminded everyone the newly elected aldermen wi l l be instal led on May 14, 2007 and 
that it was important for al l cur rent members to be in attendance to insure a quorum. 

 
DEPARTMENT HEAD AND STAFF REPORTS 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT 
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A wr itten report was included in the packet. Oral ly Commissioner Shul l stated it was 

that time of the year again when people are getting “cabin fever ” and are coming in to 
apply for permits which is good  
 
Alderman Signore wanted to know where we were at with the easements for Zion.  He was 
advised by our attorney Zion is aware they wi l l not get an Occupancy Permit unti l the 
easement situation is resolved.  It was his understanding in talk ing to Attorney Meyer 

that the Church Board is consider ing the wording the City has forwarded to them. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS 
The Street Department, WWTP and Sewer & Water Department submitted wr itten 
reports. Oral ly Supt. Craney reported he went down to the Northeastern I l l inois 
P lanning Commission with Tim Bronn for the WWTP expansion.  They were al l in favor 

so the motion passed.  They wi l l be getting thei r  report down to the IEPA so it can get 
moved along down in Spr ingfield. 
 
He also reported hydrant flushing was starting this evening and he has been in contact 
with IDOT for the br idge and Rt. 23.   
 

Alderman Trainor fol lowed up on her e -mai l to Supt. Craney regarding street signs in 
Doral R idge that were either missing or turned the wrong way.  He bel ieved some of those 
should al ready have been addressed.  To further curb this situation, every sign that has a 
l ight pole and/or structure on the corner, are being put up at least 12’.  So, some of 
them wi l l no longer be on posts; they wi l l be up on the lamp posts so kids can’t reach 
them. 

 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Deputy Chief Hal lman stated wr itten reports were submitted by the Pol ice Dept. and he 
had submitted one for EMA.  He invited them to observe the next disaster dr i l l to be held 
at MCHS on Sunday, May 6 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

ENGINEER’S REPORT 
A report was submitted by Baxter & Woodman. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
There was no wr itten report f rom the treasurer ; i t wi l l be included in the next packet. 
 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
Administrator Hartman submitted a wr itten report.  Oral ly he had two items to report. A 
special P lanning & Zoning meeting wi l l be held this Wednesday, Apr i l 25th at 7:00 p.m.  
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for the Four Seasons Point in Time subdivis ion as additional information was provided to 
the PZC and they wanted more time to review and digest it.   
 

On Thursday, Apr i l 26, at 7:00 p.m. a presentation for the final report for the 
Marengo-Un ion Watershed Planning P ro ject wi l l be held at the Marengo Community 
High School auditor ium. 
 
Alderman Trainor stated she had read thru the publ ic hear ing minutes for the Seven Oaks 
annexation on March 26th  that contained lots of good detai led discussion points which was 

good as there were quite a few of them but she was cur ious about the promotional signage 
the developer was looking for.   It had one of the signs they are looking for was 30’x30’.  
She wanted to know if that was a typo.  He stated he would check and confi rm it.  (For the 
record, it was a typo and should have read 30”x30”). 
 
ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

Our attorney stated the members received a letter f rom his f i rm regarding the Open 
Meetings Act requi rements for executive session meetings and his f i rm wi l l be having a 
seminar on May 19th for local government officials, administrators, mangers, etc.  It’s 
designed to give newly elected officials a jump start and seasoned officers a refresher on 
the fundamentals of local government law, duties and procedures.     
 

Apr i l 23, 2007, Counci l Minutes 
Alderman Signore asked if they could discuss the item he and Alderman Spear have been 
approached about by residents in thei r ward.  Mayor Lockhart advised what he was 
refer r ing to was the cement plant which has become a safety issue especial ly for 
chi ld ren. 
 

Alderman Signore stated he went there today and took some photos.  He descr ibed the 
items on the property and the hazards they present.  It has become a hangout for kids.  
Residents have seen kids on top of the si lo.  He thought it has been seven or eight years 
since it has been in operation so there have been no needed repai rs done.  He felt it was 
definitely a situation where we have had true health hazard.  We have had an issue in the 
past of intervening on pr ivate property but in this situation, he didn’t see any where in 

the wor ld that it wasn’t posing a health hazard. It also is near an area frequented by 
chi ld ren whether they are participating in Little League or practice or there for the 
games as it is just r ight across the street. 
 
He stated there are new owners of this property and they may not be sure what they are 
going to do to the area.  The equipment there, in his opinion, was not salvageable as it has 

just been sitting out there in the elements for years now. 
 
He would l ike to start out civ iv i ly with the new owners to see if they are wi l l ing to step 
up to the plate and clean up the area because if someone fal ls, it is al l over.  He felt this 
was the worst example of an attractive nuisance that we could possibly have in the 
community. 

 
Administrator Hartman stated he had talked to the new owners (another concrete 
manufacturer ) sometime ago and had mentioned some of concerns we had for the 
property.  They are not looking to put it into operation as the sight doesn’t work any 
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more.   What they are looking for is an alternate site in the community and basical ly do a 
swap.  They did say if they couldn’t f ind an alternate site, they would look to put this one 
back in operation.  They would need al l new equipment. 

 
Alderman Trainor thought they needed to pursue this structure being removed if they are 
not going to be uti l iz ing it.  Alderman Signore stated residents have seen kids on top of 
this so there is no doubt the kids are accessing it.    He wasn’t sure if the Pol ice Dept. had 
been involved with this or not.  Deputy Chief Hallman stated they haven’t been there in 
awhi le but they have been there before. 

 
Mayor Lockhart stated they tr ied to cal l them today but there was no answer.  He wi l l 
have Scott try to cal l them again.  He felt we should get it posted so the pol ice could start 
to check it and hopeful ly, it could get cor rected before a chi ld gets ser iously hurt there. 
 
The Mayor stated Alderman Genot was not here this evening as he took i l l this afternoon 

and was admitted to the hospital.   
 
He thanked Alderman Genot, Alderman Otis and Alderman Jennings for thei r past work 
and assistance to the City Counci l and the cit izens of the City of Marengo and 
congratulated the newly elected members and clerk.     
 

Before adjourn ing, Mayor Lockhart asked if anyone had anything further to say before 
adjournment.  A resident stated he felt this si l o at the concrete site was a l iabi l ity 
whether there was a “No Trespassing” sign posted or not.  Mayor Lockhart stated he was 
looking to get it posted immediately unti l they can get the equipment down and start to get 
it closed off there.  Alderman Signore stated the liabi l ity would be secondary if someone 
were to fal l as they would be dead if they were to fal l at that level. 

 
With there being no other items for discussion, Mayor Lockhart asked for a motion to 
adjourn the Apr i l 23, 2007, Marengo City Council meeting.  Alderman Signore so moved 
at 8:28 p.m.; seconded by Alderman Secor.  The motion passed with a unanimous aye 
voice vote. 
 

Submitted by:  Diane L. Schwoch, Acting City Clerk 


