
City�Council�Minutes�for�April�27,�2009�

MARENGO�CITY�COUNCIL�
REGULAR�MEETING�MINUTES�

Marengo�Council�Chambers�
132�E.�Prairie�Street�
Marengo,�Illinois�
April�27,�2009�

�
CALL�TO�ORDER�
Mayor�Donald� B.� Lockhart� called� the� April� 27,� 2009�Regular� City� Council�meeting� to�
order�at�7:00�p.m.�
�
PLEDGE�OF�ALLEGIANCE�
Mayor�Lockhart�led�everyone�present�in�the�Pledge�of�Allegiance.�
�
ROLL�CALL�
Present� for� roll� call� were:�Mayor�Donald� B.� Lockhart,� Aldermen:� Erik� DeBoer,� Carole�
Bartman,�Patrick�Shelton,�Michael�Smith,�Michael�Secor,�Pat�Signore,�Todd�Hall,�and�
Lisa� Trainor.� Also� present� were� City� Attorney� Carlos� Arevalo,� City� Administrator�
Deborah� Nier,� Chief� of� Police� Martin� Podosek,� Superintendent� of� Public� Works� Jim�
Craney,� Building�Commissioner� Jayson� Shull,� and� Assistant� to� the�City� Administrator�
Joshua�Blakemore.�
�
PUBLIC�PARTICIPATION�
There�was�no�public�participation.�
�
APPROVAL�OF�MINUTES�
The�April�13,�2009�minutes�were�approved�with�a�change�on�page�4�acknowledging�the�
Senior�rate�for�the�vehicle�sticker�fee�to�remain�unchanged.�Alderman�Secor�motioned,�
seconded� by� Alderman�Hall,� to� approve� the� April� 13,� 2009�minutes�with� the� change.��
The�motion� passed� with� an� aye� voice� vote� by� Aldermen:� Lisa� Trainor,� Erik� DeBoer,�
Todd�Hall,�Carole�Bartman,�Michael�Smith,�Michael�Secor,�and�Pat�Signore.�Alderman�
Patrick�Shelton�abstained.�
�
CONSENT�AGENDA�
a.� List�of�Bil ls�
b.� Marengo�Historic�Preservation�Proclamation�
c.� Resolution�in�Favor�of�a�State�Capital�Infrastructure�Program�
d.� Marengo�Park�Distr ict�Day�in�the�Park�Request�
e.� Marengo�Main�Street�Putt-Putt�Days�Request�

�
The� Marengo� Park� District’s� Day� in� the� Park� Request� was� pulled� from� the� consent�
agenda� for� discussion.� � It�was�decided� that�whichever� party� presented� the� insurance�
certificate�of�liquor�liability�would�be�required�to�reference�the�event�and�the�location�so�
the�insurer�is�aware�that�the�event�is�off�site.��Alderman�Bartman�motioned,�seconded�
by�Alderman�Secor,�to�approve�the�Marengo�Park�District’s�request�of�a�reduced�liquor�
license� permit� fee� to� $25� with� the� necessary� required� certificate� of� insurance.� The�
motion�passed�with�an�aye�voice�vote�by�Aldermen:�Lisa�Trainor,�Patrick�Shelton,�Erik�
DeBoer,�Todd�Hall,�Carole�Bartman,�Michael�Smith,�Michael�Secor,�and�Pat�Signore.�
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�
Alderman�Secor�motioned,�seconded�by�Alderman�Smith,�to�approve�items�a,�b,�c,�and�
e�of�the�consent�agenda.�The�motion�passed�with�an�aye�voice�vote�by�Aldermen:�Lisa�
Trainor,� Patrick� Shelton,� Erik� DeBoer,� Todd� Hall,� Carole� Bartman,� Michael� Smith,�
Michael�Secor,�and�Pat�Signore.�
�
NEW�BUSINESS�
Consideration�of�Habitat�for�Humanity�Fee�Waiver�Request�
Mr.� Thomas� Jones,� Executive� Director� of� Habitat� for� Humanity� of� McHenry� County,�
made�a�request�to�waive�or�reduce�the�City’s�fees�associated�with�the�construction�of�a�
Habitat� Home� in� Marengo.� � The� typical� fees� for� constructing� a� new� home� would� be�
approximately� $7549.00.� � The� Council� agreed� to� reduce� the� fees� to� $1600.00� which�
would� cover� all� actual� and� third� party� fees.� � Alderman�Smith�motioned,� seconded�by�
Alderman�Bartman,� to� approve� the� reduction� of� permit� fees� to� $1600.00.� The�motion�
passed�with�an�aye�voice�vote�by�Aldermen:�Lisa�Trainor,�Patrick�Shelton,�Erik�DeBoer,�
Todd�Hall,�Carole�Bartman,�Michael�Smith,�Michael�Secor,�and�Pat�Signore.��
�
Ordinance� Amending� Section� 6.21,� Numbering� Buildings,� of� the� Marengo�
Municipal�Code�
The� change� in� Section� 6.21� is� a� matter� of� housekeeping� ensuring� the� Marengo�
Municipal� Code� matches� the� adopted� Building� Codes� and� is� consistent� with� the�
Marengo�Fire�Protection�District�requirements.��The�proposed�ordinance�would�increase�
the�minimum�required�height�of�house�and�property�numbering�identification�from�2”�to�
4”.��This�requirement�would�be�effective�for�new�construction�and�alterations.�Alderman�
Bartman�motioned,�seconded�by�Alderman�Smith,� to�approve�the�ordinance�amending�
Section�6.21,�Numbering�Buildings,�of�the�Marengo�Municipal�Code.�The�motion�passed�
with�an�aye�voice�vote�by�Aldermen:�Lisa�Trainor,�Patrick�Shelton,�Erik�DeBoer,�Todd�
Hall,�Carole�Bartman,�Michael�Smith,�Michael�Secor,�and�Pat�Signore.��
�
Ordinance� Amending� Chapter� 40,� Offenses� by� Organized� Groups,� of� the�
Marengo�Municipal�Code�
The�purpose�of� this�ordinance� is� to�allow� the�police�department� to�be�more�proactive�
and�give�greater� latitude� in�drug�related�matters� involving�small�amounts�of�cannabis.�
Alderman� Smith� motioned,� seconded� by� Alderman� Signore,� to� amend� Chapter� 40,�
Offenses� by�Organized�Groups,� of� the�Marengo�Municipal� Code.�The�motion� passed�
with�an�aye�voice�vote�by�Aldermen:�Lisa�Trainor,�Patrick�Shelton,�Erik�DeBoer,�Todd�
Hall,�Carole�Bartman,�Michael�Smith,�Michael�Secor,�and�Pat�Signore.��
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Supplemental�Appropriation�Ordinance�
The� supplemental� appropriation� ordinance� is� an� accounting� adjustment� ordinance�
required�to�be�filed�in�compliance�with�state�law.�Alderman�Hall�motioned,�seconded�by�
Alderman� Secor,� to� approve� the� supplemental� appropriation� ordinance� for� the� fiscal�
year� 2008/09.�The�motion� passed�with� an� aye� voice� vote� by� Aldermen:� Lisa� Trainor,�
Patrick� Shelton,� Erik� DeBoer,� Todd� Hall,� Carole� Bartman,� Michael� Smith,� Michael�
Secor,�and�Pat�Signore.��
�
OLD�BUSINESS�
Alderman�Bartman�wanted�an�update�on�the�vehicle�stickers�and�how�the�citizens�would�
be� advised� of� the� new� fees.� � City� Administrator� Deborah� Nier� stated� the� Northwest�
Herald� is�going� to�run�an�article�and� it� is�also�on� the�City’s�website.� �Alderman�Smith�
would� like� to� have� an� article� placed� on� the� public� access� channel� and� on� the�
water/sewer�billing.�
�
MAYOR’S�STATEMENTS�AND�REPORTS�
The�Mayor�announced�with�sadness�that�the�Shady�Lane�Playhouse�had�burned�down.��
The�Mayor�also�thanked�the�out-going�Aldermen�for�their�service�to�the�City�of�Marengo.�
�
DEPARTMENT�HEAD�AND�STAFF�REPORTS�
BUILDING� COMMISSIONER� Jayson� Shull� submitted� a� written� report.� � Alderman�
Trainor�suggested�to�Building�Commissioner�Shull�to�keep�in�mind�that�all�buildings�50�
years� and� older� are� considered� potential� candidates� for� historic� preservation.�
Commissioner�Shull�will�make�a�note�of�her�suggestion.�
�
SUPERINTENDENT� OF� PUBLIC� WORKS� Jim� Craney� stated� that� a� couple� of�
pumps�are�out�but� things�are�going�well.�The�Mayor�stated�some�grease�was�getting�
into� the� system� that� activated� issues.� � It� is� unknown� as� to� the� source� of� the� grease.�
Grease�trap�inspections�are�going�to�be�increased�from�once�per�year�to�four�times�per�
year.�
�
ASSISTANT� TO� THE� CITY� ADMINISTRATOR�Josh�Blakemore�stated� the�open�
house� for� the�Western�Corridor�Planning�Project�went�well,� and� that� 30� to� 40�people�
attended.��There�is�a�Planning�and�Zoning�Commission�meeting�scheduled�for�May�18th�
for�a�public�hearing.��If�all�goes�as�planned,�the�project�will�be�taken�to�the�City�Council�
on�June�8th.��It�will�be�presented�as�an�amendment�to�the�Comprehensive�Plan.��
�
Alderman�Trainor�questioned�why�the�HUM�Trail�was�not�open,�and�if�MCCD�had�a�time�
table�as�to�when�the�trail�would�be�open�between�Prospect�and�Dunham.��
�
The� Mayor� stated� that� the� City� had� sent� a� letter� to� the� Army� Corp� of� Engineers�
regarding� the� trees� that� have� fallen� into� the� Kishwaukee�River� expressing�a� concern�
that�the�river�waters�will�overflow�into�the�City’s�water�and�sewer�system.�
�
Alderman�Trainor�wanted�signs�to�be�posted�about�parking�in�the�municipal�lot�while�the�
streets�were�blocked�for�Putt�Putt�Day.�
�
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CHIEF� OF� POLICE� Martin� Podosek� submitted� a� written� report.� Alderman� Trainor�
was�pleased�with�the�projects�the�new�Chief�has�implemented.��
�
CITY�ADMINISTRATOR�Deborah�Nier�stated�that�she�had�started�to�take�one�hour�
walks� through� the�neighborhoods�of�Marengo� to� get�a� feel�of� the�each�neighborhood�
and�to�see�first-hand�anything�needing�attention.��When�necessary�she�will�contact�the�
appropriate�department�head.�The�Administrator�also�encouraged� the�Aldermen� to� let�
her�know�if�they�had�any�neighborhood�concerns.��
�
The�Mayor�stated�that�an�inventory�of�the�sidewalks�will�be�taken�to�see�which�squares�
of�concrete�need�to�be�replaced.��
�
There�is�going�to�be�a�grand�opening�of�the�McHenry�County�Historical�Society�with�the�
focus�on�Marengo�this�coming�Sunday.��Tickets�may�be�downloaded�from�the�Historical�
Society’s�webpage.�
�
CITY�ATTORNEY�Carlos�Arevalo�had�no�report�at�this�time.�
�
EXECUTIVE�SESSION�
The�Mayor�called�an�Executive�Session�for�collective�bargaining.�The�Mayor�requested�
Alderman� elect,� Steven� DiMaria� to� remain� for� executive� session.� � Alderman� Smith�
motioned,� seconded�by�Alderman�DeBoer,� to� go� into�Executive�Session� for� collective�
bargaining.� The� motion� passed� with� an� aye� voice� vote� by� Aldermen:� Lisa� Trainor,�
Patrick� Shelton,� Erik� DeBoer,� Todd� Hall,� Carole� Bartman,� Michael� Smith,� Michael�
Secor,�and�Pat�Signore.��
�
ADJOURNMENT�
Upon� returning� from� executive� session,� Alderman� Smith� motioned,� seconded� by�
Alderman� Secor,� to� adjourn� the� April� 27,� 2009� Regular� City� Council� meeting.� � The�
meeting�adjourned�at�8:33�p.m.�
�
Respectfully�submitted,�
�
Theressa�A.�Hoschouer�
City�Clerk�
�
�
�
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