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Marengo City Council 
Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 

Marengo Council Chambers 
132 E Prairie St 
Marengo, IL 60152 

May 11, 2009 
 
 
Call to order 
Mayor Donald B. Lockhart called the May 11, 2009 meeting to 
order at 7:04 PM. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Mayor Lockhart led everyone present in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call 
Present for this evenings meeting were: Mayor Donald B 
Lockhart, Aldermen:  Carole Bartman, Michael Smith, Erik 
DeBoer, Michael Secor, Todd Hall and Lisa Trainor.  Absent 
were Patrick Shelton and Pat Signore. Also present were City 
Attorney Carlos Arevalo, City Administrator Deborah Nier, 
Chief of Police Martin Podosek, Superintendent of Public 
Works Jim Craney, Building Commissioner Jayson Shull and 
Assistant to the City Administrator Joshua Blakemore. 
 
Public Participation 
There was no public participation. 
 
Approval of minutes: 
The April 27th, 2009 minutes were reviewed.  Alderman Smith 
made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Alderman 
Secor.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Alderman:  Lisa 
Trainor, Eric DeBoer, Todd Hall, Carole Bartman, Michael 
Smith, and Michael Secor.   
 
Oath of office: 
Attorney Carlos Arevalo read the oath of office for the 
Mayor, Donald Lockhart.  Mayor Lockhart read the oath of 
office for the City Clerk, Constance Boxleitner.  The oath of 
office for Alderman:  Steven L. DiMaria Jr., Carole Bartman, 
Corey Brackmann, Erik DeBoer and Michael Secor was read by 
Mayor Lockhart.  Following the swearing in ceremony, a short 
recess was called to take a few minutes to welcome in the new 
alderman, city clerk and Mayor. The meeting reconvened at 
7:24 pm, with a roll call. Present were: Mayor Donald 
Lockhart, Aldermen:  Carole Bartman, Corey Brackmann, Michael 
Smith, Erik DeBoer, Michael Secor, Todd Hall, and Steven 
DiMaria.   
 
Mayor Lockhart presented a plaque to Theressa Hoschouer 
thanking her for her service to the city as City Clerk.  A 
plaque was also presented to Lisa Trainor thanking her for 
her service to the city as Alderman.   
 
Consent Agenda: 

a.� List of bills 
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b.� Ordinance declaring certain city property as 
surplus 

c.� American Legion Poppy Days request 
 
Motion was made by Alderman DeBoer, seconded by Alderman 
Secor, to approve items a, b, and c, of the consent agenda.  
Motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen; Brackmann, 
DiMaria, DeBoer, Hall, Bartman, Smith & Secor. 
 
New Business: 
2009/2010 Staff and Commission Appointments: Mayor Lockhart 
presented the list of appointments as follows:  City 
Administrator – Deborah Nier, Chief of Police – Martin 
Podosek, Superintendent of Public Works – Donald J. Craney, 
Building Commissioner – Jayson Shull, City Attorney – Carlos 
Arevalo (Zukowski, Rogers, Flood & McArdle), City Engineer – 
Timothy Hartnett (SEC Group, Inc), Emergency Management 
Agency – Joseph Hallman as Coordinator, Planning & Zoning 
Commission – Mike Bieniek (5 year term), Planning & Zoning 
Commission Chair – Greg Arnold, Economic Development 
Commission (3 year terms) – Jerry Trickett and Ross Kitchen 
(both reappointed), Economic Development Commission Chair – 
Hank DeBoer (3 year term – reappointed).  All the above 
appointments are for a one-year term unless otherwise noted.  
Alderman Smith made a motion, seconded by Alderman DiMaria to 
approve the appointments.  The motion was approved with an 
aye vote by Aldermen Bartman, Smith, Brackmann, DiMaria, 
DeBoer, Hall and Secor.   
 
Alderman Bartman asked for clarification on the procedure for 
the transfer of files, etc., from the prior engineering firm 
of Baxter and Woodman to SEC.  The representative from SEC - 
Timothy Hartnett, clarified this.   
 
Ordinance Amending Section 15.10 (Reclaimed Vehicles etc).  
This change increases the daily fee charged for storage of 
impounded vehicles from the current $10 per day to $50 per 
day.  This change also clarifies the language in the existing 
ordinance to state that all charges/fees are to be paid in 
full before the vehicle can be released.  Alderman DeBoer 
made a motion, seconded by Alderman Secor to approve this 
amendment.  This was approved by an aye vote by Aldermen, 
Secor, Hall, Brackmann, DiMaria, Bartman, DeBoer and Smith.   
 
Deerpass Letter of Credit Reduction #5.  Jim Craney spoke on 
this reduction request – from $781,102.50 to $704,846.25.  
Baxter & Woodman approved this reduction on April 22, 2009.  
Alderman Bartman made a motion, seconded by Alderman Hall, to 
approve the reduction in the Letter of Credit.  The motion 
passed with an aye vote by Aldermen Smith, Brackmann, 
DiMaria, Bartman, Hall, Secor, and DeBoer.   
 
Ordinance Amending Chapter 33 of the Marengo Municipal Code 
to require participation in B.A.S.S.E.T. Program.  This 
amendment would require that all alcohol sellers have 
completed this training by next year when they come to renew 
their liquor licenses.    City Attorney Arevalo clarified for 
the City Council that while we could require that all the 
establishments go through the B.A.S.S.E.T. training. This is 
to require that at least one individual that has taken the 
training be on the premises every day that the establishment 
is open for business.  New employees (at these 
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establishments) would have 90 days from the date of 
employment to complete the training.  Spot checks would be 
done to make sure that they are all in compliance with this 
ordinance.  This Ordinance change would go into effect August 
1, 2009.  Alderman Smith made a motion, seconded by Alderman 
Hall to approve this ordinance change.  The motion passed 
with an aye vote by Aldermen:  Hall, DeBoer, DiMaria, Smith, 
Brackmann, Secor, and Bartman. 
 
Wireless Notification Program – Nixie’s Municipal Wireless 
Emergency Notification System.  This was explained more fully 
by Chief of Police Podosek.  This is free to municipalities 
and local police departments.  Alderman Smith made a motion, 
seconded by Alderman Secor, that we authorize Chief Podosek 
to proceed with this program.  An aye voice vote followed 
with all Aldermen approving. 
 
Old Business: 
Ratification of Supplemental Appropriations Ordinance for 
Fiscal Year 2008/2009.  City Administrator Deborah Nier 
advised that this is needed to correct a typographical error 
in Section 1 of the ordinance.  This would correct the figure 
to $8,822,010.00.  Alderman Secor made a motion, seconded by 
Alderman Hall to approve this correction.  The motion passed 
by an aye vote by Aldermen Secor, DeBoer, DiMaria, Brackmann, 
Smith, Bartman and Hall.     
 
Mayor’s Statements and Reports.    
Mayor Lockhart expressed his appreciation of the faith that 
people have put in the newly elected individuals that have 
taken office.  He is looking forward to the next 4 years and 
working together with all the Aldermen and City Staff and 
hopefully getting many things accomplished.  He reminded 
everyone about the Strategic Planning Session next Saturday.  
The session will last about 5 hours.   
 
Jayson Shull, Building Commission, reported on the bike trail 
– H.U.M.  Nothing to report at this time, but he will 
continue to try and get answers.  There was also conversation 
about lime washing off the bike trail and going into the 
ditch.  Mayor Lockhart is checking with the Conservation 
District about cleaning this up.   
 
Jim Craney, Superintendent of Public Works, reminded the 
Aldermen that he is just a phone call away.  Thanked the 
Mayor an Aldermen for reappointing him to his position.  He 
has been with the city for 33 years and appreciates the trust 
that is placed in him.   
 
Josh Blakemore, Asst to the City Administrator, also stated 
that he is just a phone call away.  Congratulated all the 
Aldermen on being elected.  He has nothing to report tonight.   
 
SEC – Timothy Hartnett updated the Council on the status of 
the Prospect Street project – they have coordinated with IDOT 
and revitalized the Phase 1 Study that had expired.  They 
have worked with the city staff and IDOT and are now through 
the Phase 1 process that involved a lot of environmental 
sign-offs and a lot of concurrence from some of the agencies 
and were able to show them that the project was completed 
several years ago.  It has been moved forward, but there have 
been no significant changes or impacts to the study area.  



Page 44 of 44 
 

That has saved a lot of time and effort and a lot of funding 
on the cities behalf.  The next step is to move into Phase 2 
– which is the design engineering.  They create the 
construction plans, etc.   
 
Chief Podosek reviewed the projects that are in process with 
the Department at this time. 
 
Deborah Nier, City Administrator, reiterated that city staff 
would be meeting next week with staff from SEC to go over 
current projects.  They will also be looking at the list of 
future projects.   The city is expecting to hear something 
about FPA by May 30th.  She has the final copies of the 2009 
budget if anyone would like a copy.   
     
Attorney Arevalo thanked the City Council for the appointment 
as City Attorney, and to congratulate all the new (and re-
elected) members of the Council.  He is looking forward to 
working with all of us.   He thanked those that attended the 
seminar this past weekend, and would like to forward 
information to Corey Brackmann on what was discussed.   
 
Alderman Bartman thanked the staff for coming in under budget 
– according to the report that was received – on the general 
corporate fund – came in $55,000 under budget.  Really 
appreciated their help. 
 
Mayor Lockhart announced that the next Council Meeting will 
be on Tuesday the 26th of May, as Monday the 25th is Memorial 
Day.   
 
Announcement was made by Jim Craney that milling and paving 
of Route 23 will start shortly, but no exact date had been 
set yet.  This will be from the toll-way to the intersection 
with Route 20.   
 
Mayor Lockhart advised that there would be no Executive 
Session this evening. There being no further business to come 
before the Council, a motion was made by Alderman Secor, 
seconded by Alderman Smith to adjourn.  This motion was 
approved by an aye voice vote of all Aldermen present.  
Meeting was adjourned at 7:55 pm.   
 
Submitted by, 
 
Constance Boxleitner 
City Clerk 
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