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City Council Minutes for June 8, 2009 
 

MARENGO CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Marengo Council Chambers 
132 E Prairie St 

Marengo, IL 60152 
June 8, 2009 

 
 
Call to order 
Mayor Donald B. Lockhart called the June 8, 2009 meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Mayor Lockhart led everyone present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call 
Present for this evenings meeting were: Mayor Donald B Lockhart, Aldermen: Carole Bartman, 
Corey Brackmann, Michael Smith, Erik DeBoer, Pat Signore, Todd Hall and Steve DiMaria.  
Absent was Michael Secor.  Also present were City Attorney Carlos Arevalo, City Administrator 
Deborah Nier, Deputy Chief of Police Joseph Hallman, Superintendent of Public Works Jim 
Craney, Building Commissioner Jayson Shull and Assistant to the City Administrator Joshua 
Blakemore. 
 
Public Participation 
There was no public participation. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
The May 26, 2009 minutes were reviewed.  Alderman Signore made a motion to approve the 
minutes, seconded by Alderman Bartman.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Alderman:  
Carole Bartman, Steve DiMaria, Eric DeBoer, Todd Hall, Michael Smith, and Pat Signore.    
 
The Council reviewed the May 16, 2009 Strategic Planning Session minutes – they were corrected 
to show the correct date of May 16, 2009, add City Attorney Carlos Arevalo as being in 
attendance, and the adjournment time of 2:30 p.m.  Alderman Michael Smith then made a motion to 
approve the minutes of the May 16, 2009 Strategic Planning Session with the corrections noted, 
and was then seconded by Alderman Carole Bartman.  The motion passed with an aye vote by 
Alderman Bartman, Smith, Brackmann, DiMaria, DeBoer, Signore and Hall.   
 
Consent Agenda: 

a.� List of bills 
b.� Marengo Park District Request   
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Alderman Eric DeBoer made a motion to approve items A & B.  This was then seconded by 
Alderman Todd Hall.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Alderman Signore, Hall, 
Brackmann, DiMaria, Bartman, DeBoer, and Smith.   

 
c.        Ordinance Establishing Prevailing Wage Rates for Marengo 

 
A question was raised as to how these wages are established, and City Administrator Deborah 
Nier advised that these are published by McHenry County on an annual basis.  Attorney Arevalo 
also stated that the Department of Labor puts out this information as well.  Alderman Eric DeBoer 
then made a motion to approve, and was seconded by Alderman Michael Smith.  The motion 
passed with an aye vote by Alderman Smith, Brackmann, DiMaria, Bartman, Hall, and DeBoer.  
Alderman Signore voted no on this motion. 
 
New Business: 
A.  Pace Presentation Regarding Dial-A-Ride Service 
 Mary Donnor, Community Relations representative for Pace, presented the City of 
Marengo with a $65,310 check.  This is a portion of the subsidy that Pace provides to the City of 
Marengo each year.  This amount is actually 33% more than was given in 2008. The money comes 
from the Suburban Community Mobility Fund.  This fund allows Pace to enhance existing 
programs.   
 
B. Amendment to the City’s Comprehensive Plan – Western Corridor Transit 
Oriented Development Plan 
 A slide presentation was done by Trevor Dick, of Houseal Lavigne Associates (a land 
planning firm).   After the presentation, a representative from the McHenry County Conservation 
District spoke about their concerns of the property that abuts the property in question.  Also 
present with her this evening was David Lague, the Vice President of MCCD who spoke to the 
many species that are in these areas that are on the endangered and threatened species list and must 
be protected.   It was asked if the Conservation District had a listing of all the species that are out 
there and where they are located.  She stated that they are in the process of now working on that 
information.  The McHenry County Conservation District is looking at dedicating the area as a 
nature preserve – a formal application has not currently been submitted – they deferred this for 90 
days.   They have done a preliminary application.   
 

The Council was advised by Attorney Arevalo that if they chose to not approve the 
proposal this evening, they would need to go back and start the process from the beginning.   He 
stated that the Council could adopt the plan and reject portions.   

 
In order to meet the deadline (which is the end of June) with the R.T.A., the City discussed 

approving the plan as presented, with the understanding that it could be amended at a later date.  A 
motion to approve the plan was made by Alderman Bartman, seconded by Alderman Signore.  The 
motion passed with an aye vote by Alderman, Hall, DeBoer, DiMaria, Smith, Brackmann, Signore 
and Bartman.   
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C. Authorization for Purchase of a Snow Plow. 
 The new snow plow is projected to cost $12,667.15.  Alderman Signore made a motion to 
purchase the snow plow.  Alderman DeBoer seconded the motion, and it passed with an aye vote 
by Aldermen:  DiMaria, Signore, Bartman, DeBoer, Brackmann, Hall and Smith.   
 
 
Old Business: 

Mayor Lockhart received a request from the attorney that is working with the Primrose 
Association to have their group on the June 22nd, 2009 agenda.  He advised the representatives that 
were present this evening that they would be on the agenda that evening.   
 
A.  Authorization to Execute Contract for Security Services with ADT 
 There are still some questions on whether the proposal could be expanded to include other 
city properties – Deputy Chief Hallman said that it was being looked into and he should have an 
answer by the June 22nd meeting.   
 
 
 
Mayor’s Statements and Reports.     
 No report. 
 
Jayson Shull, Building Commission,  
 Jayson touched on several items:  he spoke briefly about contact with the Primrose 
attorney; discussed the awning that is being removed downtown and that the Vidiots 
owner/operator is looking at applying wood siding to the front of the building.  He was questioned 
as to whether this would be “up to code”?  He will ask the owner to stop down and discuss the 
building with the Mayor and himself to keep the building visually pleasing.  Pat Signore has been 
approached by Zach Woodruff – owner of Video Town to have the parking spot in front of his 
business changed from the current 2 hour limit to a 15 minute limit.  This is being checked into.   
 
J im Craney, Superintendent of Public Works ,  
 He was happy to acknowledge that he has worked for the City for 30 years.  He has a 
priority list for sidewalk repairs – and that list is long.  He has also contacted paving companies to 
get quotes for the parking spaces at Calvin Spenser Park.  Also working with SEC – about running 
the sewer line across Rt. 176 – and enlarge the sanitary tile off Page St. – because the lift station on 
Stevenson is going off so much that it is causing problems. 
Superintendent Craney also spoke about the permit for the wastewater treatment plant and the 
IEPA permit.  The permit fee has doubled from last year.   
 
Joshua Blakemore, Assistant to the City Administrator,  
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 Assistant Blakemore reviewed information presented, and spoke about the other taxing 
bodies and their meeting dates, etc., within the City of Marengo.  He also discussed TIF progress 
by the Economic Development Committee.    
 
Deputy Chief Hallman,  
 Deputy Chief Hallman presented a status report to the Alderman, there were no questions 
on the information presented.  The Deputy Chief received notice today that Marengo is not getting 
a grant for a vehicle purchase.  He has not heard anything yet on the police officer grant. 
 
Timothy Hartnett, City Engineer with SEC. 

Mr. Harnett spoke briefly about their contract.  They have applied for 2 grants for 
“Emergency Roadway Repair” for sections of Ann Street and Taylor Street.    Approval must wait 
for the State to approve their budget.          
  
Deborah Nier,  City Administrator  
 The city has received a 950-page document which states the City of Marengo is being 
awarded $150,000 from the “Build Illinois” program.   The city has not yet received the “official” 
notice.  The money is to be used for water and wastewater projects.    
 
Attorney Arevalo  
 No report. 
 
Executive Session 

At this time, Mayor Lockhart stated the Council needed to go to Executive Session for 
litigation, collective bargaining and approval of minutes.  Alderman Signore made the motion, 
which was then seconded by Alderman Hall.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  
DeBoer, Bartman, Hall, Smith, Brackmann, DiMaria and Signore.  

 
At 9:20 pm, the Council came back from Executive Session  
 
Old Business - discussion ensued on the ADT contract.  Also discussed was the Wireless 
Alarm System.  No figures on the wireless system at this time, but will look into the costs and see 
if someone from another city that has that system (City of Algonquin is a possibility) and could 
speak to the council about the pros and cons.     
 
   As there was no further business to bring before the Council at this time, a motion was 
made by Alderman Smith, and seconded by Alderman DiMaria, to adjourn the meeting.  The 
motion was passed by a unanimous voice vote.  The meeting adjourned at 9:51 p.m. 
 
 
Submitted by, 
 
Constance Boxleitner 
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City Clerk 
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