
City Council Minutes for August 23, 2010 
 

MARENGO CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Marengo Council Chambers 
132 E. Prairie St. 

Marengo, IL  60152 
August 23, 2010 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Donald Lockhart called the Regular Meeting of the City Council to order at 7:03 P.M. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Lockhart led everyone present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present for this meeting were Mayor Donald Lockhart; Aldermen: Carole Bartman, Corey 
Brackmann, Michael Smith, Mike Secor, Pat Signore, Todd Hall and Steve DiMaria.  Also 
present were City Administrator Deborah Nier, City Attorney Carlos Arevalo, Sgt. Richard 
Solarz, Building Commissioner Jayson Shull, Superintendent of Public Works Jim Craney, 
Assistant to the City Administrator Joshua Blakemore, and City Engineer David Johanson.  
Present as well was Dane Checolinski with the EDC.  Absent this evening was Alderman Erik 
DeBoer. 
  
PUBLIC HEARING 
Annexation Agreement for Coral Commerce Center – PIN 17-06-100-025 and PIN 17-
06-100-043. 
Mayor Lockhart called the public hearing to order at 7:05 P.M., and opened the meeting up to 
public comment.  It was noted that no one wished to speak on this issue.    
 
Attorney Carlos Arevalo questioned the attorney for the petitioner about the certificate of 
publication for the City’s records.  He stated that he did have the certificate of publication, 
and a copy would be given to Attorney Arevalo for the record.   
 
Alderman Steve DiMaria made a motion, seconded by Alderman Pat Signore, to close the 
hearing.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen: Signore, DiMaria, Hall, Smith, 
Secor, Bartman and Brackmann.   
 
This hearing closed at 7:06 P.M.     
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion - Project Summary and Preliminary 
Environmental Impacts Determination 
Mayor Lockhart called the public hearing to order at 7:07 P.M., and opened the meeting up to 
public comment.   
 
Timothy Bronn of McMahon & Associates is the engineer on the wastewater plant for the 
City of Marengo.  This is the last “hurdle” in the long process to be completed before actual 
construction is allowed to begin on the improvements to the wastewater treatment plant.  This 

Page 1 of 6 
 



City Council Minutes for August 23, 2010 
 
also will qualify the City of Marengo for State revolving loan fund money, which is less 
expensive than selling your own bonds.  The interest rate next year for a State revolving loan 
is 1.25 %. The standard revolving loan fund interest rate is 2.5%, so it is important to get this 
passed.  This expansion will increase the capacity from just under 1,000,000 gallons to 
2,250,000 gallons for future growth.  The City of Marengo is currently running right at 
capacity.  This is Phase 2 of a 3-phase project.   
 
The cost, as was part of the submission to IEPA, will be paid for through user fees.  This will 
increase the user fees by $23.77 a month.  The average monthly fee would change from the 
current $37.30 to $61.07.   
 
Alderman Steve DiMaria made a motion, seconded by Alderman Todd Hall, to close the 
public hearing.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen: Signore, DiMaria, Hall, 
Smith, Secor, Bartman and Brackmann. 
 
This hearing closed at 7:15 P.M. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
None. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Alderman Carole Bartman made a motion, seconded by Alderman Mike Secor, to approve the 
minutes of the July 12, 2010 Regular meeting and the July 26, 2010 Regular meeting.  The 
motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen: Brackmann, DiMaria, Hall, Bartman, Smith, 
Secor and Signore. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

a. List of Bills 
b. Ordinance Declaring Certain City Property as Surplus. 
c. Marengo Main Street Funding Request 
d. Ordinance Amending Section 43.15 of the Marengo Municipal Code 

Concerning Tobacco Regulations. 
 
Alderman Steve DiMaria made a motion, seconded by Alderman Todd Hall, to approve the 
consent agenda items as presented.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  
Bartman, Smith, Brackmann, DiMaria, Signore, Hall and Secor. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

a. 2010/2011 Insurance Renewal Proposals 
Deborah Nier started this discussion, and asked the Aldermen to review the memo that was 
already given to them from Invision Benefit for the plan that will begin on October 1st.  
Representatives from Invision were present to answer any questions.  Lee Ann Schmidt and 
Mike Kozemzak handed out the updated rates to all Aldermen.  The current premium is 
$470.606.52.  The revised medical renewal premium would be $527,933.64.  Other 
alternatives were reviewed, including a Health Savings Account option.  This is an increase of 
12.18%.  Deborah Nier reminded the Aldermen that a 15% increase in the insurance had been 
figured into the budget.   
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Invision will be moving the dental coverage from MetLife over to Dearborn National.  There 
will be a savings there.  Dearborn National already has the life insurance.  The networks are 
the same.  The rates on the Life / AD&D and vision will stay the same.  
 
Aldermen Steve DiMaria made a motion, seconded by Alderman Todd Hall, to give authority 
to proceed with the Blue Cross/Blue Shield renewal of the health insurance, life, and dental 
effective 10-1-2010.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  Signore, Secor, Hall, 
Brackmann, DiMaria, Bartman and Smith. 
 

b. Authorization to Execute Agreement with SEC Group Inc. for Settlers Cove 
Drainage Study. 

 
Alderman Pat Signore told of a prior Alderman (Dorothy Otis) questioning this retention 
(detention) pond being sufficient to hold water.  Darrel Gavle, of the engineering firm of 
Baxter & Woodman, told the City Council that the pond would be adequate to support the 
development and signed off on the project.    
 
David Johanson, City Engineer, stated that from a visual inspection, the weir elevation is 
actually higher than the street level, and that is not supposed to be the case.   
 
Alderman Pat Signore asked: “Scenario 1 is that it was not built to the specs that our previous 
engineering firm established were proper for the area.  So then we have a problem with the 
builder. Correct?”  David Johanson responded: “Correct, the builder, but not the current 
owner.”  Alderman Signore: And is that builder still in business?  Jayson Shull, Building 
Commissioner replied that the original developer is no longer in business nor the owner of the 
property.  Alderman Signore then asked: “But why wouldn’t the current owner of the property 
inherit that?”  David responded – “They would inherit the liability.”  Alderman Signore 
continued:  “So we are good there.  Scenario 1 is that it was not built to specs.  Scenario 2 is 
that it was built to specs – that were signed off on by our previous engineer and our previous 
engineer was wrong.  At which point, then, I don’t feel that the City (of Marengo) should be 
spending anything on this, and maybe our previous engineering firm should come out and do 
this inspection for free.  And then if it was not built to specs, they can bill the current owner 
of the property for their services.” 
 
Alderman Michael Smith noted that when the property changed hands, shouldn’t that all have 
been part of the process for transfer?  Alderman Steve DiMaria questioned why would the 
current owner should get stuck with the tab when he did nothing wrong.  Unless this was done 
as an “as is”. 
 
Mayor Lockhart:  “We really don’t know officially if there is a problem until we do the 
survey. This is why we are asking to do this so we would have some evidence to go to these 
people.  Perhaps to the people who put it in, perhaps the former engineer that did the work for 
the original purchaser – that designed it – but we can’t tell until we get down there and 
actually get the measurements and the topol.   
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David Johanson:  “Chances are Baxter & Woodman’s review was of a sufficient level, but it 
never relieves the actual engineer of the site.  Whoever signed and stamped the site plan - it 
never alleviates them of the responsibility.”   
 
Alderman Steve DiMaria made a motion, seconded by Alderman Mike Secor to authorize and 
executive an agreement with SEC Group Inc. for Settlers Cove Drainage Study.  The motion 
passed with an aye vote by Aldermen: Smith, Brackmann, Signore, DiMaria, Bartman, Hall 
and Secor. 
 
Alderman Signore requested that the City of Marengo put the other engineering firms on 
notice.      
 
OLD BUSINESS 

a. Settlers’ Days Beer Garden Request 
This item was removed from this evening’s agenda, per the request of the Settlers’ Days 
Committee.   
 

b. Ad Hoc Dispatch Committee Report 
Alderman Carole Bartman led the discussion on the various alternatives.  First is to continue 
the current method, at an annual net cost of $414,000.  The second option would be to 
contract with SEECOM, at a projected annual net cost of $247,400.  This option is only for 
the police calls.  The third option would be to contract with the Village of Lake in the Hills, at 
a projected annual net cost of $152,000.  This option would be only for the police calls.  The 
fourth option would be to form a new entity with the Huntley Fire Protection District, the 
Marengo Fire/Rescue District and the Marengo Police Department.  The projected annual net 
cost of this option is $230,000.   
 
Linda Luehring, the Executive Director of SEECOM, 100 W. Woodstock St, Crystal Lake, 
talked about a preliminary meeting that she had with Josh and Chief Podosek in March of this 
year.  Since then, there have not been any formal conversations between SEECOM and the 
City of Marengo. She briefly outlined what would need to transpire before SEECOM would 
be able to put firm costs together for the City of Marengo.   
 
Tiki Carlson is a 911 Coordinator with McHenry County ETSB, located at 2200 N. Seminary 
Avenue, Woodstock.  The ETSB coordinates 911 calls that come in for McHenry County, and 
dispatches them to the various police departments.  Marengo Dispatch does not currently have 
any 911 wireless trunks, so when calls are dispatched to Marengo, there is a cost involved.  
Marengo Police Department is the backup for Lake in the Hills.       
 
Lynn Winkelman, a dispatcher for the City of Marengo, spoke about the delays that her 
husband, who is a police officer for the Village of Huntley, has experienced in response time.  
Linda Luehring said that these delays are being looked into by SEECOM.    
 
Linda Luehring explained that some of the delays occur when a call is placed from a cell 
phone because cell phones do not identify the location of the caller like a landline does.  The 
dispatch center must obtain that information prior to contacting the various departments that 
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need to be contacted.  This slows everything down.  This delay time could be up to 65 
seconds. 
 
Tiki Carlson, 911 Coordinator with McHenry County Emergency Telephone System located 
at 2200 N. Seminary Avenue in Woodstock spoke. 
 
Mayor Lockhart asked the Council to continue this discussion to our Sept. 27th meeting, and 
requested that the Ad Hoc Dispatch Committee be in direct contact with SEECOM & ETSB 
for all costs involved. 
 
MAYOR’S STATEMENTS AND REPORTS 
Mayor Lockhart had no report this evening. 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD AND STAFF REPORTS 
Jayson Scull – Building Commissioner 
E.P.S. and Swedish American projects are both complete.  Community Center on West Prairie 
is ready for occupancy pending inspection by the Fire Department.  I have been working with 
Jim Craney and David Johanson on stormwater diversion in the Avenues.   
 
Jim Craney – Superintendent of Public Works 
Thirteen street cuts are open, a couple more to go.  Work on these could involve sinkholes and 
storm sewer work.  This should take from 2 to 3 weeks to complete.  We have fallen behind in 
the mowing, but are working to get caught up. 
 
Joshua Blakemore – Assistant City Administrator 
Planning & Zoning meeting has been rescheduled for Wednesday.  TIF is on hold until 
additional information on the 2 parcels in question currently before the Planning & Zoning 
Committee is in.   
 
Dane Checolinski – EDC 
There will be a planning session tomorrow with HJ Enterprises, LLC.  The EDC has re-
evaluated the request from Joe’s place, as he has created more than 20 full-time jobs, and with 
this additional information, feels that the 5 year abatement and 4 year sales tax request on the 
contract would be acceptable.  Eric Little has advised Dane that Swedish American plans to 
be open for business on Friday.  The EDC are looking at launching a new web site in about a 
week or so.  That information will be presented to the Council once it is place. 
 
Acting Chief Richard Solarz 
A report has been given to the Aldermen in their packet.  Michael Smith asked questions on 2 
items.  (1) Does the City have a target return to work date for Chief Podosek yet?  Mayor 
Lockhart answered that at the last evaluation, it would be probably another 3 weeks, and then 
another evaluation would be performed at that time.  (2) Any talk about long term squad 
replacement plans, and how can that be coupled with the federal and state grants?  Acting 
Chief Solarz answered that the Marengo Police have applied for federal grants but the smaller 
departments (like Marengo) are not getting the money.  No one in McHenry County, with the 
last grants, got a squad car.  Marengo will continue to apply for grants as they come out, but 
we are more likely to get laptops and smaller things than big items. 
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Steve DiMaria questioned the fines for the past month, noting that the amount was way down 
from previous months.  Acting Chief Solarz explained that when cases are continued, there is 
a delay in fines.  This fluctuation is normal.  Also, because of the current economic times, 
Judges are looking at reducing the fines, because the actual court costs have increased.  Steve 
also asked about any additional seat belt checks by the City of Marengo, and Acting Cheif 
Solarz said that the City has applied for, and been accepted for, another traffic grant, which is 
ongoing throughout the year, and will include DUI enforcement and seat belt check.  
 
David Johanson – City Engineer 
Written report already given to the Aldermen to review.   
 
Deborah Nier – City Administrator 
Deborah said she had nothing further to add this evening.   
 
Carlos Arevalo – City Attorney 
No report this evening. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Mayor Lockhart advised the Council members that they would be going into Executive 
Session at this time for the purpose of discussing (1) Personnel (2) Collective Bargaining (3) 
Litigation and (4) Land Acquisition. 
 
Alderman Carole Bartman requested that we invite Lake in the Hills to attend our next 
meeting, following the information that we received this evening from SEECOM.  Mayor 
Lockhart thought this would be a good idea, if they would be interested in attending. 
 
Alderman Steve DiMaria made a motion, seconded by Alderman Carole Bartman, to go into 
Executive Session for the purpose of discussing Personnel, Collective Bargaining, Litigation 
and Land Acquisition.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen: Hall, DiMaria, 
Smith, Brackmann, Secor, Signore and Bartman.   
 
Meeting recessed at 9:35 P.M. 
 
 
The Regular meeting reconvened at 10:10 P.M.  All members of the City Council were in 
attendance except for Alderman Erik DeBoer.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Alderman Carole Bartman made a motion, seconded by Alderman Michael Smith, to adjourn 
the Regular meeting.  The motion passed with a voice vote by all Aldermen present.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:11 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Constance J. Boxleitner, City Clerk 
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