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MARENGO CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Marengo Council Chambers 
132 E Prairie St 

Marengo, IL 60152 
          August 24, 2009 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Donald Lockhart called the August 24, 2009 meeting of the Marengo City Council 
to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Lockhart led everyone present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present for this meeting were:  Mayor Donald Lockhart, Aldermen:  Carole Bartman, 
Corey Brackmann, Mike Secor, Pat Signore, Todd Hall, and Steve DiMaria.  Also present 
were City Administrator Deborah Nier, City Attorney Carlos Arevalo, Superintendent of 
Public Works Jim Craney, Building Commissioner Jayson Shull, Assistant to the City 
Administrator Joshua Blakemore and City Engineer David Johanson.  Absent were 
Aldermen Michael Smith and Eric DeBoer. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
None.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Alderman Mike Secor made a motion, seconded by Alderman Steve DiMaria, to approve 
the minutes for the August 10, 2009 Regular meeting.  The motion passed with an aye 
vote by Aldermen:  Brackmann, DiMaria, Hall, Bartman, Secor, and Signore. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

a. List of bills 
b. Marengo Firefighters Water-fights Road Closure Request 
c. 50/50 Sidewalk Request 

 
There were 2 questions raised on the bills – (1) amount of the SEC bill for the parking 
spot reconfiguration (showing an amount billed of $2,879.83) and also (2) the return of 
escrow monies.  David Johanson broke down the billing in question and clarified that the 
reconfiguration was only $130 – the rest of the bill was for meeting attendance, Il Rt. 23 
pre-construction and meeting preparation costs.  The escrow monies that were returned 
were explained by Jayson.  The water-fights were moved to Clark St. because of fire 
suppression concerns with the Church on Taylor Street.  Alderman Pat Signore made a 
motion to approve the Consent Agenda items, seconded by Alderman Secor.  The motion 
passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  Bartman, Brackmann, DiMaria, Signore, Hall, and 
Secor. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
Café 20 Request    
Jonathan Hayes addressed the City about having his 3rd Annual Oktoberfest on 
September 25, 26, and 27 at his Café 20 location.  He will be using the interior of the 
Café and the parking lot for the event.  He will be erecting a tent and fencing off the area 
for security purposes.  It was suggested to Mr. Hayes that he check with his insurance 
carrier to make sure his liquor liability policy is adequate for being outside the building.  
He has checked with his insurance company, and they provided him with a copy of the 
insurance.  He will see the City receives a copy for his file. 
 
Ordinance Granting a Zoning Variation for 104 West Railroad Street 
Tammy Herring (415 E. Washington St.) and Lollie Steinke (540 6th Avenue) are asking 
for a use variation to allow the existing multi-family residential structure to be used as a 
commercial / residential structure.  The plan is to use the property as a mixed commercial 
use for a dance studio and deli (smoked) sandwich shop – and use the second floor as two 
residential units.  Drawings of the finished property were shown to the Council Members.  
They are going for a rustic look – similar to a log cabin look – depending upon the total 
costs involved in the renovations. They are also asking for a variance on the number of 
parking and loading spaces required (17 required – 14 proposed) – and also a Lot and 
Building Requirement (25’ front yard setback required – Walk-in cooler and handicap 
ramp proposed within required yard).  Alderman Corey Brackmann made a motion, 
seconded by Alderman Hall, Granting a Use Variation, a Front Yard Setback and a 
Variation to the Required Number of Parking Spaces from the Marengo Zoning 
Ordinance for the Property Commonly Known as 104 West Railroad within the R-2 
Single Family Zoning District.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  
Signore, Secor, Hall, Brackmann, DiMaria, and Bartman.   
 
Ordinance Granting a Zoning Variation for 102 Franks Road – Karstens Tire and 
Auto 
Tim & Penny Karsten – of Karsten’s Tire & Auto – are requesting an exception to the 
City sign regulation.   They would like to construct a monument sign into the required 
yards allowing a corner side yard setback of 1’ however not encroaching on any public 
right-of-ways and allowing the monument sign to exceed 7’ in height not to exceed 11’.   
The proposed sign could ultimately be expanded to 17’ 2” when tenants locate in the 
future commercial / office strip center in front of Karsten’s building.  Karsten’s are also 
asking that the $500 variance application fee be waived.  The Planning and Zoning 
Committee unanimously recommended that a variance be granted.  A question on why 
the sign variance request was not made at the time of application for the rest of the 
permits.  Tim explained that the City Administrator at that time, didn’t want the sign 
variance included with the original application.  Mr. Karsten feels that the application fee 
for the variance he is requesting is excessive because of the previous fees he has already 
paid for the building permits, etc.  Alderman Pat Signore made a motion, seconded by 
Alderman Steve DiMaria, to grant the exception to Section 11.05 of the Marengo Zoning 
Ordinance and Sections 16.10 (4) B and 16.10 (4) D of the Marengo Municipal Code to 
Karsten’s Tire & Auto.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen: Brackmann, 
Signore, DiMaria, Bartman, Hall, and Secor.  It was determined that there were no 
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“outside” costs in the hearing process of the variance request, and as such, Alderman 
Steve DiMaria made a motion, seconded by Alderman Mike Secor, to waive the $500 
variance application fee.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  Hall, 
DiMaria, Brackmann, Secor, and Signore.  Alderman Bartman voted nay on this motion.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Alderman Signore asked Commissioner Shull about proposed the Bed and Breakfast.  
Jayson advised the Council that the general consensus was favorable.  The Planning and 
Zoning Commission hopes to have this on the docket for one of their September 
meetings.      
 
MAYOR’S STATEMENTS AND REPORTS 
Mayor Lockhart said that the Council is growing and learning as they go along.  
Hopefully this learning process will help the City avoid a lot of the delays that have 
occurred in the past.    
 
Also, with the assistance of Jack Franks, the City of Marengo is receiving $635,000 for 
local road projects in the City.  The City will be required to “buy-in” a portion of the total 
cost.  We do not have that figure at this time.  The bid process for the projects will start 
hopefully by the end of this year – with the projects starting in the Spring.  At the time of 
application for the money, it was estimated that the total projects within the City would 
total about $782,000.    
 
DEPARTMENT HEADS 
Jayson Shull, Building Commissioner.  No report this week due to being gone on 
vacation.  Still issuing 30 – 40 permits each week for roofing repairs, etc.  There were no 
further questions. 
 
Jim Craney, Superintendent of Public Works.  The City is back to capacity at the 
Waste Water Treatment Plant.  Everything at the wells are running fine.  As of today, 
they have been paving various streets around town. They have finished East St., Third 
St., and behind Zion Lutheran School.  They are working currently on Royal Oak – 
milling off quite a bit there.  The crew will move to Forest St. and then on to Taylor 
Street.  There were no further questions.    
 
Josh Blakemore, Assistant to the City Administrator.  No report to give this evening. 
 
Martin Podosek, Chief of Police.  Report is in the packet.  There were no questions. 
 
David Johanson, City Engineer.  Report is in your packet, but one additional item to 
add.  He has received the City’s approval from IDOT for the reconfiguration of the 
parking spaces on Rt. 23.  IDOT has also approved the use of the pedestrian signs in the 
center of the roadway.   
 
Rocco Gailloreto, owner of Flatlander Market, stated that he is intending to apply to the 
City for a Special Event Liquor License for a Wine Fest during Settlers’ Days Saturday 
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Night on Main Street.  Times would be 5 p.m. to 10 p.m.  This would be the same as last 
year.  There will be only one-way in (through the business) and one-way out (back 
through the business).  Mr. Gailloreto will bring this request to the next City Council 
meeting.   
 
Deborah Nier, City Administrator.  Expressed her thanks to Dave Johanson for the 
work SEC did on the Emergency Prepare Program and for helping with the submittal of 
the application.  She also sent thanks to Representative Jack Franks and his staff – from 
the City Staff – for the funding for the streets.  She has been working on updating the 
employee manual recently.  The manual needed to include new regulations on 
harassment, discrimination language and COBRA.  Another big project is the Capital 
Improvement Plan.  She has also been working with Superintendent Craney on preparing 
a list of projects for the next 5 years.   
 
Steve DiMaria asked how the compliance with the City vehicle stickers was going.  She 
does not have that information at this time, but she will search it out and see where we 
are.  Chief Podosek has looked at the situation and is hoping to combine a seat belt check 
along with checking for valid City vehicle stickers.  The Department is hoping to get 
grant money from IDOT to do a seat belt / safety check and then could combine the two.   
 
Carlo Arevalo, City Attorney.  No report. 
 
Alderman Signore questioned if there was an existing SSA in Indian Trails.  The SSA 
might be able to help the Council with the issues that are going on.  Attorney Arevalo 
advised that December is when the City would have to do the levy and submit it to the 
County and then the County would do an assessment on the property in question.  If the 
work is done prior to the assessment and levy being completed, then the City would have 
to pay for the work up front and then be reimbursed from the tax.  Since this is the City’s 
property, there should be no problem with City employees going and working on 
cleaning up trees, etc. on that property.  Once the tax is levied, no money would be 
realized for any repair work until May of next year.  Since the pond is the City’s, all 
easements should be in place and work could begin at any time. 
 
An Alderman inquired if the RFP’s for the wireless had gone out.  Deborah Nier said 
they had, and are due back on Friday.   
 
Aldermen were reminded that there is a TIF meeting on the 2nd of September – 7 p.m.  
This will be an open meeting. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Mayor Lockhart advised that Council would be going into Executive Session for the 
purpose of Collective Bargaining and Potential Land Acquisition.  Alderman Hall made a 
motion, seconded by Alderman Secor to go to Executive Session.  The motion passed 
with an aye vote by Aldermen:  DiMaria, Signore, Secor, Bartman, Brackmann and Hall.   
 
The regular session adjourned at 8:04 p.m. 
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The Regular Session reconvened at 8:12 p.m.  City Council members present are:  Mayor 
Donald Lockhart, Aldermen: Secor, DiMaria, Brackmann, Bartman, Signore and Hall.  
Also present are City Administrator Deborah Nier, City Attorney Carlo Arevalo, and 
Building Commissioner Jayson Shull. 
 
The City has been approached regarding the detention pond at Indian Trails.  An 
individual is interested in purchasing the pond.  It was suggested that we retain ownership 
of the pond and lease it to the individual interested in it.  The City could also ask that 
individual to defray some of the costs involved in either the purchase or the lease.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There was nothing further to come before the City Council this evening.  Alderman Mike 
Secor made a motion, seconded by Alderman Todd Hall, to adjourn the meeting.  The 
motion passed with a aye voice vote by all Aldermen present.  Meeting was adjourned at 
8:16 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Constance J. Boxleitner 
City Clerk 
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