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MARENGO�CITY�COUNCIL�
REGULAR�MEETING�MINUTES�

132�E.�Prairie�Street�
Marengo,�Illinois�
September�8,�2008�

�
�
CALL�TO�ORDER�
Mayor�Donald�B.�Lockhart�called�the�September�8,�2008�Regular�City�Council�meeting�
to�order�at�7:00�p.m.�
�
PLEDGE�OF�ALLEGIANCE�
Mayor�Lockhart�led�everyone�present�in�the�Pledge�of�Allegiance.�
�
ROLL�CALL�
Present� for� roll� call� were�Mayor� Donald� B.� Lockhart,� Aldermen:� Lisa� Trainor,� Carole�
Bartman,�Patrick�Shelton,�Michael�Secor,�and�Pat�Signore,�Todd�Hall�and�Erik�DeBoer.��
Absent� was� Alderman�Michael� Smith.� � Also� present� were,� Interim� City� Administrator�
Michael�J.�Haley,�Assistant�to�the�Administrator�Joshua�Blakemore,�Chief�of�Police�Les�
Kottke,� City� Attorney� Carlos� Arevalo,� Superintendent� of� Public� Works� Jim� Craney,�
Building�Commissioner�Jayson�Shull�and�City�Engineer�Eric�Marauskas.�
�
PUBLIC�PARTICIPATION�
There�was�no�public�participation.�
�
APPROVAL�OF�MINUTES�
Regular�Meeting�Minutes�
A�motion�to�pass�the�August�25,�2008�Regular�City�Council�Meeting�minutes�was�made�
by� Alderman� Carole� Bartman,� seconded� by� Alderman� Michael� Secor.� � The� motion�
passed�with�an�aye�voice�vote�by�Aldermen:�Trainor,�Shelton,�Hall,�Bartman,�Secor,�and�
Signore.��Alderman�DeBoer�abstained.��
�
CONSENT�AGENDA�
a.�Knights�of�Columbus�Tootsie�Roll�Dr ive�Request�
b.�Salvation�Army�Request�
c.�Ordinance�Amending�Section�3.03-B1�of�the�Marengo�Municipal�Code�
Regarding�Check�Signing�
d.�Planning�and�Zoning�Commission�Appointment�
e.�List�of�Bil ls�
�
A� motion� to� approve� the� Consent� Agenda� was� made� by� Alderman� Michael� Secor,�
seconded� by� Alderman� Lisa� Trainor.� � The�motion� passed� with� an� aye� voice� vote� by�
Aldermen:� Trainor,� Shelton,� Hall,� Bartman,� Secor,� Signore,� and� DeBoer.� � Alderman�
DeBoer�abstained�from�any�bills�to�be�paid�to�MDC�on�item�e.�
�
NEW�BUSINESS�
a.�Chamber�of�Commerce�Proclamation�
Mayor�Lockhart�proclaimed�September�8� through�September�12,�2008�as�Chamber�of�
Commerce�Week�in�Marengo.�
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�
b.�Settlers’�Days�Request�
Brad� Schumann,� Settlers’� Days� Chairman,� requested� fees� be� waived� for� this� year’s�
event.��A�motion�to�waive�the�fees�for�the�Settlers’�Days�event�was�made�by�Alderman�
Shelton,� seconded� by� Alderman� Lisa� Trainor.� � The�motion� passed�with� an� aye� voice�
vote�by�Aldermen:�Trainor,�Shelton,�Hall,�Bartman,�Secor,�Signore,�and�DeBoer.�
�
c.�Health�Insurance�Renewal�
It�was�recommended�the�City�stay�with� the�present�BC/BS�health� insurance�coverage�
but� change� dental� and� life� insurance� coverage.� � The� vision� is� under� contract� until�
10/1/09.��There�will�be�an�insurance�meeting�for�City�employees.��It�would�be�alright�to�
offer� (at� no� cost� to� the� taxpayers)� insurance� to� elected� officials.� � Alderman� Patrick�
Shelton�motioned�to�accept�the�proposal�to�stay�with�BC/BS�health�insurance�and�make�
the�change�to�Guardian�dental� insurance�and�Fort�Dearborn�life�insurance�keeping�the�
vision�coverage�the�same,�seconded�by�Alderman�Michael�Secor.��The�motion�passed�
with�an�aye�voice�vote�by�Aldermen:�Trainor,�Shelton,�Hall,�Bartman,�Secor,�Signore,�
and�DeBoer.�
�
d.� Ordinance� Amending� Section� 15.19� of� the� Marengo� Municipal� Code� to�
Authorize�an�Additional �Stop�Sign�
For� safety� purposes� an� additional� stop� sign� was� requested� at� the� intersection� of�
Washington�Street�and�Ann�Street.��A�motion�to�approve�an�additional�stop�sign�at�the�
intersection� of� Washington� Street� and� Ann� Street� was� made� by� Alderman� Shelton,�
seconded� by� Alderman� Trainor.� � The� motion� passed� with� an� aye� voice� vote� by�
Aldermen:�Trainor,�Shelton,�Hall,�Bartman,�and�Secor.��Alderman�Signore�and�DeBoer�
voted�nay.�
�
e.� Ordinance� Authorizing� the� Purchase� of� the� Property� Commonly� Known�
as�180�8th�Avenue�
Debt� Certificates� would� cover� the� expense� of� the� property� at� 180� 8th� Avenue.� � The�
contract� has� been� revised� and� accepted.� � The� closing� is� scheduled� for� Friday.��
Alderman�Signore�motioned,�seconded�by�Alderman�Secor,� to�authorize� the�purchase�
of� real� estate� from�Kenneth� and�Pamela�Rudsinski� commonly� known�as�180�8th�Ave.��
The� motion� passed� with� an� aye� voice� vote� by� Aldermen:� Trainor,� Shelton,� Hall,�
Bartman,�Secor,�Signore,�and�DeBoer.�
�
f. �Authorization�to�Execute�a�Lease�for�the�Property�at�180�8th�Ave.�
Liability�Insurance�of�$300,000�should�be�required,�with�the�City�listed�as�an�additional�
insured.��Additional�language�would�be�provided�to�add�to�the�lease�for�fire�casualty.��A�
motion�to�approve�the�proposed�lease�agreement�for�180�8th�Avenue�with�the�addition�of�
$300,000.00� of� liability� insurance� with� the� City� named� as� an� additional� insured,� and�
additional�fire�casualty�language�added�was�made�by�Alderman�Signore,�seconded�by�
Alderman�Bartman.� �The�motion�passed�with�an�aye�voice�vote�by�Aldermen:�Trainor,�
Shelton,�Hall,�Bartman,�Secor,�Signore,�and�DeBoer.�
�
OLD�BUSINESS�
a. �Authorization�to �Accept�a�Bid�for�Police�Department�Roof�Replacement�
All� bidders� for� the� Police� Department� Roof� Replacement� had� satisfactory�
recommendations.� � A� motion� to� accept� Singles� Roofing� Company� was� made� by�
Alderman�Shelton,�seconded�by�Alderman�Hall.��The�motion�passed�with�an�aye�voice�
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vote�by�Aldermen:�Trainor,�Shelton,�Hall,�Bartman,�Secor,�Signore,�and�DeBoer.�
�
b.�Central�Business�Distr ict�Property�Maintenance�Discussion�
Building�Commissioner�Shull�was�looking�to�the�City�Council�for�support�in�enforcement�
of� the� property�maintenance� code� in� the� B-1�Central� Business�District.� � The� Building�
Department� is� ready� to� engage� in� a� broad� property� maintenance� inspection� of� the�
downtown� area.� � Alderman� Bartman� recommended� warning� letters� be� sent� out.� � An�
inspection�report�will�be�utilized�to�ensure�all�properties�are�inspected�against�the�same�
criteria.� � All� letters� to� comply� will� go� out� on� the� same� day.� � After� the� downtown� is�
cleaned� up,� the� compliance� should� be� expanded� to� other� areas� of� the� City.� � All�
Aldermen�were�in�favor�of�the�initiative�proposed�by�the�Building�Department.��
�
MAYOR’S�STATEMENTS�AND�REPORTS�
The� Mayor� requested� an� update� from� Superintendent� of� Public� Works� Jim� Craney�
concerning� a�water� leak.� � Superintendent� Craney� believes� the� leak� is� coming� from� a�
clamp�that�had�pulled�apart.��The�Mayor�had�authorized�Merryman�Excavation�to�dig�up�
the�line�on�Friday.�
�
DEPARTMENT�HEAD�AND�STAFF�REPORTS�
Superintendent� of� Public�Works�Jim�Craney�had�submitted�his�reports.� �Salt�has�
increased�to�more�than�$100.00�per�ton.����The�City�has�purchased�439�tons�of�salt�with�
the�money� that�was�budgeted.� �The�City�has�also�purchased�200�tons�of�a� lime/sand�
mix�that�will�be�mixed�with�the�salt.��The�street�plowing�crew�may�have�to�wait�until�the�
snow�stops�before�plowing.���
�
A� member� of� the� audience� said� she� had� spoken� with� the� Road� Commissioner� for�
Marengo�who�told�her�he�was�getting�salt�from�La�Mont.�
�
Alderman� Trainor� questioned� the� process� for� dead� tree� removal.� � Superintendent�
Craney�stated�if�the�tree�is�a�safety�hazard�the�tree�would�have�to�come�down.�
�
Assistant� to� the�City� Administrator�Joshua�Blakemore�reported�the�State�will�not�
be�able�to�help�very�much�with�the�cost�of�salt.�
�
Building�Commissioner�Jayson�Shull�submitted�a�report.��Permit�numbers�are�down�
from�last�year.��Alderman�Bartman�questioned�the�delay�in�the�Karsten’s�building.��The�
City�is�waiting�on�revised�submittals.��Alderman�Trainor�inquired�about�the�three�zoning�
signs� on� North� State� Street.� � The� reason� the� signs� are� still� there� is� because� the�
homeowners� are� asking� Endeavor� to� come� back� before� the� Council.� � Commissioner�
Shull� will� check� the� ordinance� concerning� a� time� frame� for� the� signs� and�update� the�
Council�at�the�next�Council�meeting.���
�
Chief� of�Police�Les�Kottke�submitted�a�report.��The�Ballistic�Vest�quote�under�Item�4�
should�be�$510.00,�disregard�the�$535.00�price.��The�vests�may�be�partially�reimbursed�
through� a� grant� if� qualified� under� the� grant� parameters.� The� Police� Department� has�
received� two�new�squad� cars.� � The�Department� received�a� reimbursement� from�Bill’s�
Joliet�in�the�amount�of�$521.00.�
�
City� Engineer� Eric�Marauskas,� Baxter� &�Woodman,� submitted� a� report.� � Alderman�
Bartman�inquired�if�a�letter�of�credit�had�been�received.��City�Engineer�Eric�Marauskas�
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replied�that�the�letter�of�credit�had�been�received.�
�
Interim�City�Administrator�Michael�J.�Haley�passed�out�a�memo�on�an�additional�bill�
received�from�the�Police�Department�that�was�not�received�in�time�to�get�on�the�list�of�
bills.��Administrator�Haley�would�like�a�motion�to�pay�this�additional�bill.��A�motion�to�pay�
the�additional�bill�was�made�by�Alderman�Signore,�seconded�by�Alderman�Secor.��The�
motion� passed�with� an� aye� voice� vote� by� Aldermen:� Trainor,� Shelton,� Hall,� Bartman,�
Secor,�Signore,�and�DeBoer.�
�
City �Attorney�Carlos�Arevalo�had�no�report�at�this�time.�
�
Mayor� Lockhart� requested� going� into� Executive� Session� for� personnel,� litigation� and�
approval� of� Executive� Session�minutes.� � A�motion� to� go� into� Executive� Session�was�
made�by�Alderman�Signore,�seconded�by�Alderman�DeBoer.� �The�motion�passed�with�
an�aye� voice� vote� by�Aldermen:�Trainor,�Shelton,�Hall,�Bartman,�Secor,�Signore,� and�
DeBoer.�
�
BACK�TO�REGULAR�SESSION�
The�City�Council�reconvened�at�9:03�p.m.�
�
ADJOURNMENT�
At�9:04�p.m.�Alderman�Secor�motioned,�seconded�by�Alderman�DeBoer,�to�adjourn�the�
September�8,�2008�City�Council�meeting.��The�motion�passed�with�an�aye�voice�vote�by�
Aldermen:�Trainor,�Shelton,�Hall,�Bartman,�Secor,�Signore,�and�DeBoer.�
�
�
�
Respectively�submitted,�
�
Theressa�A.�Hoschouer�
City�Clerk�
�
�
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