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MARENGO�CITY�COUNCIL��
REGULAR�MEETING�MINUTES�

Marengo�City�Hall�
Council�Chambers�
132�E.�Prairie�Street�
Marengo,�Illinois�

September�22,�2008�
7:00�p.m.�

�
�
CALL�TO�ORDER�
Mayor�Donald�B.�Lockhart� called� the�September�22,�2008�Regular�City�Council�meeting� to�
order�at�7:00�p.m.�
�
PLEDGE�OF�ALLEGIANCE�
Mayor�Don�Lockhart�led�everyone�present�in�the�Pledge�of�Allegiance. 
 
ROLL�CALL�
Present� for� the�Clerk's� roll� call�were�Mayor�Donald�B.�Lockhart,�Alderman�Patrick�Shelton,�
Alderman� Michael� Secor,� Alderman� Pat� Signore,� Alderman� Todd� Hall,� Alderman� Carole�
Bartman,�Alderman�Erik�DeBoer,�and�Alderman�Lisa�Trainor.��Alderman�Michael�Smith�was�
absent.���Also�present�were�Interim�City�Administrator�Michael�J.�Haley,�City�Attorney�Carlos�
Arevalo,�Chief�of�Police�Les�Kottke,�Assistant� to� the�City�Administrator� Joshua�Blakemore,�
Building�Commissioner�Jayson�Shull,�and�Street�Foreman�Tom�Zwicky. 
 
PUBLIC�PARTICIPATION�
There�was�no�public�participation. 
 
APPROVAL�OF�MINUTES�
a.�September �8,�2008�Regular �Council�Meeting�Minutes�
A�motion�to�approve�the�September�8,�2008�Regular�City�Council�meeting�minutes�was�made�
by�Alderman�Patrick�Shelton,� seconded� by�Alderman�Michael�Secor.� � The�motion� passed�
with� an� aye� voice� vote� by�Aldermen:�Shelton,�Secor,� Hall,� Signore,� Trainor,� and�Bartman.��
Alderman�DeBoer�abstained.�
�
b.�September �15, �2008�Committee�of� the�Whole�Meeting�Minutes��
A�motion�to�approve�the�September�15,�2008�Committee�of�the�Whole�meeting�minutes�was�
made� by� Alderman� Secor,� seconded� by� Alderman�Hall.� � The�motion� passed� with� an� aye�
voice�vote�by�Aldermen:�Shelton,�Secor,�Hall,�Signore,�and�Bartman.��Aldermen�DeBoer�and�
Trainor�abstained.�
�
�CCONSENT�AGENDA�

a. � Firefighters�Boot �Drive�Request�
b. � Firefighters�Water �Fights�Request�
c.� Planning�and�Zoning�Commission �Appointment�

�
Alderman�Bartman�motioned�to�approve�the�Consent�agenda,�seconded�by�Alderman�
Trainor.� � The� motioned� passed� with� an� aye� voice� vote� by� Aldermen:� Secor,� Hall,�
Shelton,�Trainor,�Bartman,�DeBoer,�and�Signore.�
�
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NEW�BUSINESS�
a.�Ordinance�Rat ifying�Specia l�Service�Area�#4�
The�ordinance�ratifying�Special�Service�Area�#4�was�tabled�until�the�October�13th�City�
Council�meeting.�
�
b.� Ordinance� Amending� Section� 3.01,� Mayor,� of� the� Marengo� Mun icipa l �
Code,�Regarding�Emergency�Powers�of�the�Mayor�
Attorney� Arevalo� explained� the� ordinance� amending� Section� 3.01� would� allow� the�
Mayor�to�approve�issues�that�may�by�paid�by�the�City�under�$500.00.��The�Mayor�could�
still�send�the� issue�to�the�City�Council� if�necessary.��A�motion�to�pass�the�ordinance�
amending�Section�3.01,�Mayor,�of�the�Marengo�Municipal�Code,�regarding�emergency�
powers�of�the�Mayor�was�made�by�Alderman�DeBoer,�seconded�by�Alderman�Signore.��
The� motioned� passed� with� an� aye� voice� vote� by� Aldermen:� Secor,� Hall,� Shelton,�
Trainor,�Bartman,�DeBoer,�and�Signore.�
�
c.� Ordinance� Amending� Chapter� 2 ,� City� Counci l,� of� the� Marengo�
Municipal�Code,�Regarding�Insurance�for�Elected�Offic ia ls�
A�motion�to�amend�Chapter�2,�City�Council,�of�the�Marengo�Municipal�Code,�regarding�
insurance�for�elected�officials�was�made�by�Alderman�Signore,�seconded�by�Alderman�
Secor.� � The� motioned� passed� with� an� aye� voice� vote� by� Aldermen:� Secor,� Hall,�
Shelton,�Trainor,�Bartman,�DeBoer,�and�Signore.�
�
d.� Ordinance� Amend ing� Section� 33.07-C,� Da i ly� Permit,� of� the� Marengo�
Municipal�Code�
Liquor�license�ordinance�modifications�were�discussed�and�agreed�upon.��Alderman�
Signor� withdrew� his� initial�motion,� and� then�motioned� to� amend�Ordinance�Section�
33.07C�of�the�Marengo�Municipal�Code�with�the�discussed�general�liquor�and�liability�
insurance�language�added,�seconded�by�Alderman�Secor.��The�motioned�passed�with�
an�aye�voice�vote�by�Aldermen:�Secor,�Hall,�Shelton,�Trainor,�Bartman,�DeBoer,�and�
Signore.�
�
e.� Considerat ion� of� Resolut ion� Regarding� Route� 20� /� Future� George�
Street�Planned�Improvements�
Attorney�Arevalo�explained�the�resolution�regarding�Route�20�/�Future�George�Street.��
There�was�discussion�concerning�a�Route� 20� turn� lane�and�notification� to� adjacent�
property�owners�of�the�City’s�proposed�resolution.��A�motion�to�approve�the�resolution�
regarding� Route� 20� /� Future� George� Street� Planned� Improvements� was� made� by�
Alderman�Pat�Signore,�seconded�by�Alderman�Michael�Secor.��The�motioned�passed�
with�an�aye�voice�vote�by�Aldermen:�Secor,�Hall,�Shelton,�Trainor,�Bartman,�DeBoer,�
and�Signore.�
�
OLD�BUSINESS�
No�old�business�at�this�time.�
�
MAYOR’S�STATEMENTS�AND�REPORTS�
The�State�is�trying�to�help�with�pricing�of�the�salt.���
�
There�was�a�Conservation�District�Board�Member� in�to�see�the�Mayor�this�week�and�
the�Mayor�expressed�his�disdain�for�the�actions�of�the�Conservation�District.��The�City�
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will�meet�with� the�Conservation�District.� �The�Mayor�also�spoke�to� the�Conservation�
District� about� the� trees� falling� into� the�Kishwaukee�River.� �The�Mayor� felt� the� fallen�
trees�would�create�a�problem�causing�flooding�on�the�north�side�of�town.�
�
Hampshire� would� like� another� meeting� with� Marengo� to� finalize� a� boundary�
agreement.��Hampshire�already�has�an�agreement�with�Pingree�Grove�and�Huntley.���
�
DEPARTMENT�HEAD�AND�STAFF�REPORTS�
Assistant� to� the� City� Administrator� Joshua� Blakemore� reported� the� Marengo�
Main�Street�will�have�benches� installed�on�Saturday,�September�27th.� �There�will�be�
two� benches,� each� flanked� by� flowerpots� like� those� already� placed� in� front� of�
downtown�businesses.��Both�benches�will�be�facing�State�Street,�one�at�Harris�Bank�
and�one�at�Brandt’s�Pharmacy.���
�
Due�to�personal�reasons,�Pam�Gitta,�Executive�Director�of�Marengo�Main�Street,�will�
be� temporarily� assisting� David� Ross� as� coordinator� of� the� Economic� Development�
Commission.���
�
Assistant�Blakemore�attended�a�Western�Corridor�Planning�Project�public�workshop.��
The�next�Steering�Committee�meeting�will�be�on�October�7th.�
�
Publ ic� Works�Foreman� Tom�Zwicky� was� in� for� Superintendent� Craney� who� is� on�
vacation.��Foreman�Zwicky�submitted�his�reports.��Foreman�Zwicky�reported�the�crews�
are�working�on�street�repair.���The�normal�leaf�pick-up�schedule�will�be�in�effect.��More�
citizens� took� advantage�of� the� brush�drop-off� this�month� than� last.� �Foreman�Zwicky�
hopes�to�get�all�ditches�mowed�by�Settlers’�Days.�
�
Bui ld ing� Commissioner� Jayson� Shull� submitted� a� report.� � Approximately� 60�
certified� letters�will� go� out� this�week� to� the�B1�property�owners�concerning� required�
maintenance�on�their�buildings.���There�are�tax�incentives�for�“Landmarked”�property.��
The�Historic�Preservation�Committee�should�be�able�to�help�the�property�owner�with�
the� necessary� forms�and�applications.� �Commissioner�Shull�will� include� information�
about�funds�available�for�“Landmarked”�property�in�the�property�maintenance�letter.�
�
Ch ief� of� Pol ice� Les� Kottke� submitted� his� report.� � Singles� Roofing� experienced�
damage�due�to� the�recent� flooding�and�will�be�unable� to�begin�on� the�roof�until� the�
week� of� September� 25th.� � Singles� will� be� working� with� Commission� Shull� on� the�
inspections.��The�Chief�will�confirm�the�starting�date�with�Singles.�
�
City�Engineer�Darrel�Gavle,��Baxter�&�Woodman,�submitted�his�report.��When�asked�
about�the�water�main�leak,�City�Engineer�Gavle�stated�that�fortunately�the�leak�was�at�
the�fitting�connecting�one�type�of�pipe�to�another�type�of�pipe�and�was�not�within�the�
casing.�The�bolts�were�tightened�and�the�main�was�put�back�in�operation.�
�
EXECUTIVE�SESSION�
The� Mayor� announced� the� Council� would� be� going� into� Executive� Session� for�
personnel,�approval�of�minutes,�and�litigation.��Alderman�Signore�motioned,�seconded�
by�Alderman�Shelton,�to�go�into�Executive�Session.��The�motioned�passed�with�an�aye�
voice�vote�by�Aldermen:�Secor,�Hall,�Shelton,�Trainor,�Bartman,�DeBoer,�and�Signore.�



City�Council�Minutes�for�September�22,�2008�
�

Page�44�of�44�
�

�
ADJOURNMENT�
A�motion�to�adjourn�the�September�22,�2008�Regular�City�Council�meeting�was�made�
by�Alderman�Signore,�seconded�by�Alderman�Hall.��With�a�unanimous�voice�vote,�the�
meeting�adjourned�at�8:49�p.m.�
�
�
Respectfully�submitted,�
�
Theressa�A.�Hoschouer�
�
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