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MARENGO�CITY�COUNCIL�
REGULAR�MEETING�MINUTES�

Marengo�Council�Chambers�
132�E.�Prairie�Street�
Marengo,�Illinois�
October�27,�2008�

�
CALL�TO�ORDER�
Mayor�Donald�B.�Lockhart�called�the�October�27,�2008�Regular�City�Council�meeting�to�order�
at�7:02�p.m.�
�
PLEDGE�OF�ALLEGIANCE�
Mayor�Lockhart�led�everyone�present�in�the�Pledge�of�Allegiance.�
�
ROLL�CALL�
Present� for� the�Deputy�Clerk's� roll� call� were�Mayor�Donald� B.� Lockhart,� Alderman�Michael�
Secor,�Alderman�Carole�Bartman,�Alderman�Michael�Smith�(arrived�at�7:10�p.m.),�Alderman�
Todd�Hall,�Alderman�Erik�DeBoer�(arrived�at�7:05),�Alderman�Patrick�Shelton�and�Alderman�
Pat�Signore.��Alderman�Lisa�Trainor�was�absent.��Also�present�for�the�meeting�were�Interim�
City� Administrator� Michael� J.� Haley,� City� Attorney� Carlos� Arevalo,� Deputy� Chief� Joseph�
Hallman,�Assistant�to�the�City�Administrator�Josh�Blakemore,�Building�Commissioner�Jayson�
Shull,�Superintendent�of�Public�Works�Jim�Craney,�and�City�Engineer�Darrel�Gavle.�
�
PUBLIC�PARTICIPATION�
There�was�no�public�participation.��
�
APPROVAL�OF�MINUTES�
A�motion�to�pass�the�October�13,�2008�Regular�City�Council�meeting�minutes�was�made�by�
Alderman�Michael� Secor,� seconded� by� Alderman�Patrick� Shelton.� � Aye� voice� vote� carried.��
Motion�carried.�
�
NEW�BUSINESS�
a.�School�Board�Member�Proclamation�
The�Mayor�proclaimed,�and�read�a�proclamation�proclaiming,�November�15,�2008,�as�“School�
Board�Members�Day”�as�a�way�to�honor�those�citizens�who�devote�so�much�of�their�time�and�
energy�for�the�education�of�our�children.�
�
b.�Marengo�Youth�Sports�Steering�Committee�Request�
Mr.� LaVerne� Loudenbeck,� 903� N.� Taylor� St.,� Marengo,� introduced� Jeremy� Leitzen,� 3320�
Elaine�Dr.,�Woodstock,�representative�for�the�Marengo-Union�Girls�Softball,�who�spoke�on�the�
inconvenience�of�having�fields�in�different�areas�and�the�advantages�there�would�be�to�have�a�
centralized�location.��Mr.�Leitzen�would�also�like�to�have�an�early�warning�system�installed�for�
the�safety�of�the�children.����
�
Mr.� Steven�Doyle,� 20305�Demmings�Dr.,�Marengo,� Vice� President� of�Marengo-Union� Little�
League,�spoke�on�the�social�and�economic�issues�of�having�a�centralized�location.��Mr.�Doyle�
would��like�to�have�something�like�Lippold�Field�in�Crystal�Lake.���
�
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Mr.�Bill�Hoeske,�7104�S.�Grant�Hwy.,�Marengo,�President�of�Marengo-Union�Junior� Tackle,�
stated�the�teams�currently�use�the�High�School�for�practice�and�storage�of�equipment�but�the�
field� is� not� always�available� to� them�and�at� times� the� teams�have� to� practice� on�a� rugged�
patch�of�grass.��The�Committee�would�like�to�have�the�centralized�location�close�to�the�High�
School� so� they� could� continue� using� the� schools� equipment� and� storage� facilities.� � Mr.�
Hoeske�feels�the�town�would�benefit�from�a�sports�complex.�
�
Mr.�Loudenbeck�stated�the�Committee�would�need�approximately�20�acres�and�currently�has�
a�commitment�of�$200,000.00�for�field�lighting.���
�
The�Mayor�handed�Mr.�Doyle�plans�he�had�and�stated�he�would�be�happy� to�sit�down�and�
discuss� the� sport� complex.� � The�City� Council� would� like� to� include� the� Park�District� in� the�
discussions.�
�
c.�Liabil ity�Insurance�Renewal�
Pat�Bartolomei,�A.J.�Gallagher,�980�Cross�Creek,�Roselle,�stated�the�total�premium�quote�is�
approximately� 3%� less� than� last� year's� premium.� � Fireman's� Fund� is� requesting� the� City�
appraise� some� of� the� larger� municipally� owned� buildings� to� fully� assess� the� building's�
replacement�value.��There�has�been�no�loss�for�the�City�in�the�last�year�which�gives�the�City�a�
good�loss�ratio.��Since�the�City�has�a�good�loss�ratio,�the�City�would�like�AJ�Gallagher�to�give�
a� free� appraisal� of� the�City� buildings.� � The�Building�Commissioner� will�measure� the� public�
buildings.� � Mr.� Steven� DeMaria,� 600� Courtney� Lane,� Marengo,� questioned� why� City�
measurements�were�not�needed� in� the�past.� �Ms.�Bartolomei�stated� that�values�were�given�
each� year,� but� she� had� found� a� large� discrepancy� in� one� of� the� buildings� and� is�
recommending� the� City� acquire� appraisals/measurements� on� the� buildings.� � The� Council�
questioned�which�category�the�Police�Department�console�was�covered.��Ms.�Bartolomei�will�
email� us� a� breakdown� of� the� Statement� of� Values� so� we� can� check� our� inventory.� � Ms.�
Bartolomei�will�get�back�to�us�with�the�higher�limits�the�carrier�is�proposing�and�will�also�try�to�
get�someone�out� to�measure� the�square� footage�of�our�buildings.� � It�was� felt� that�since� the�
City�did�not�offer�on-line�bill�paying�or�accept�credit�cards,�the�current�policy�would�cover�any�
liability�and�not�need�additional�identity�theft�coverage.���
�
d.� Discussion� Regarding� Section� 43.08-I,� Noise� –� Construction,� of� the�
Marengo�Municipal�Code�
As� the� Marengo� Municipal� Code� reads� now,� construction� is� prohibited� on� the� week-ends.���
Allowing�construction�during�the�hours�of�7:00�a.m.�until�8:00�p.m.�on�weekdays�and�8:00�a.m.�
until�8:00�p.m.�on�the�weekend�and�holidays�was�proposed.���This�item�will�be�brought�back�at�
the�next�City�Council�meeting.�
�
e.� Discussion� Regarding� Brackmann� Retained� Personnel� Reduction� to�
$5,000.00�
Assistant� to� the� City� Administrator� Joshua� Blakemore� stated� the� City� was� approached� by�
Brackmann� Construction� seeking� to� lower� the� amount� required� in� their� retained� personnel�
account.� � The� City� ordinance� now� reads� that� a� project� of� more� than� 20� acres� requires� a�
$15,000.00� deposit.� � Since� most� work� has� been� completed� and� in� the� last� 2� years,� a�
combined�total�of�approximately�$5,000.00�has�been�spent�from�that�account,�Brackmann�felt�
the� $15,000.00� balance� was� excessive.� � Since� this� item� is� only� for� discussion,� the� City�
Attorney�will�come�back�to�the�next�City�Council�meeting�with�an�ordinance�for�a�variance�for�
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the�Brackmann�Construction�retained�personnel.��A�motion�to�grant�the�request�in�a�variance�
of� the� ordinance� to� reduce� the� $15,000.00�minimum� in� the� retained� personnel� account� for�
Brackmann�Construction�Development�to�$5,000.00�subject�to�the�City's�discretion�to�require�
replenishment� as� it� deems� appropriate� was�made� by� Alderman� Pat� Signore,� seconded� by�
Alderman�Michael� Secor.� � The� motion� passed� with� an� aye� voice� vote� by� Aldermen:� Hall,�
DeBoer,�Smith,�Shelton,�Secor,�Bartman,�and�Signore.�
�
OLD�BUSINESS�
a.�Ordinance�Amending� the�Number�of �Class�B�Liquor�Licenses� in� the�Marengo�
Municipal�Code�
Mr.�Hitesh�Patel,�owner�of�Vidiots,�located�at�113�S.�State�Street,�would�like�a�Class�B�Liquor�
License.� � The� ordinance� before� the� Council� would� increase� the� number� of� Class� B� liquor�
licenses�from�one�to�two.��Mr.�Patel�has�agreed�to�put�up�a�wall�between�the�new�liquor�store�
and�the�video�store�and�reopen�the�back�door�to�the�liquor�store.��He�agreed�to�use�the�back�
door�of� the� liquor�store� for�all� liquor�deliveries.� �A�motion� to�amend� the�number�of�Class�B�
liquor�licenses�was�made�by�Alderman�Patrick�Shelton,�seconded�by�Alderman�Pat�Signore.��
The�motion�passed�with�an�aye�voice�vote�by�Aldermen:�Hall,�DeBoer,�Smith,�Shelton,�Secor,�
Signore,�and�Bartman.��The�motion�was�amended�to�include�the�language�with�the�reopening�
of� the� dry-walled� back� door� and� the�wall� being� built.� � The� amended�motion�was�made�by�
Alderman�Shelton,�second�by�Alderman�Signore.��Aye�voice�vote�carried.��Motion�carried.��
�
b.� Ordinance� Amending� Section� 33.07-C,� Daily� Permit,� of� the� Marengo�
Municipal�Code�
Per�the�discussion�of�the�last�City�Council�meeting,�Section�33.07-C�of�the�Marengo�Municipal�
Code�will� require� any� organization� that� does� not� have� a� valid� liquor� license� to� pay� a� daily�
permit� fee�of�$300.00�per�day.� �Any� liquor� licensee�shall�pay�a� fee�of�$50.00�per�day� for�a�
daily� permit.� � A� motion� to� amend� Paragraph� 2� in� Section� 33.07-C,� Daily� Permit,� of� the�
Marengo� Municipal� Code� was� made� by� Alderman� Michael� Secor,� seconded� by� Alderman�
Carole� Bartman,� the�motion� passed� with� an� aye� voice� vote� by� Aldermen:� Signore,� Secor,�
Bartman,�DeBoer,�Shelton,�Hall,�and�Smith.�
�
c. �Authorization�to�Execute�the�City �Administrator's�Contract�
The�agreement�will�give�Ms.�Nier�24�months� to�relocate� into� the�City's�corporate� limits;�and�
will�entitle�her�to�6�months�severance�pay�if�her�contract�was�to�be�terminated.��� A�motion�to�
authorize�the�Mayor�to�execute�the�City�Administrator�Employment�Agreement�was�made�by�
Alderman�Erik�DeBoer,�seconded�by�Alderman� Todd�Hall.� �The�motion�passed�with�an�aye�
voice�vote�by�Aldermen:�Secor,�DeBoer,�Shelton,�Smith,�Bartman,�Signore,�and�Hall.�
 
MAYOR'S�STATEMENTS�AND�REPORTS�
The�Mayor�had�nothing�to�report�at�this�time.�
�
DEPARTMENT�HEAD�AND�STAFF�REPORTS�
Assistant� to� the�Administrator�Joshua�Blakemore�reported�that�November�15th�would�be�
available� for�a�Strategic�Planning�Session.� � It�was�decided� to�wait�until�after� the� first�of� the�
year�so�the�new�City�Administrator�could�be�involved�in�the�process.��Mr.�Dimaria�would�like�to�
have� the� Strategic� Planning� Session� before� the� election� to� see� how� each� Alderman� feels�
about� planning� for� the� City's� future.� � It� was� explained� to� Mr.� Dimaria� that� the� Strategic�
Planning�Session�was�just�a�guide�and�would�be�a�workshop�session.���
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�
SUPERINTENDENT�OF�PUBLIC�WORKS� Jim�Craney�reported�that�brush�pick�up�has�
started� and� the� salt� mix� inventory� looks� like� it� should� be� sufficient� for� the� year.��
Superintendent�Craney�could�order�more�salt�at�$116.00�a�ton�if� it�were�still�available.���The�
plows�are�ready�to�go�out�when�necessary.�
�
DEPUTY� CHIEF� Joseph�Hallman�submitted�written� reports� for� the�Councils� review.� �The�
Council�would�like�Deputy�Chief�Hallman�to�review�the�numbers�the�City�receives�back�from�
Pat�Bartolomei�for�the�dispatch�console.��
�
CITY� ENGINEER�Darrel�Gavle�submitted�a�report.� �There�were�no�questions� for� the�City�
Engineer.�
�
INTERIM�CITY�ADMINISTRATOR�Michael�J.�Haley�reported�he�was�almost�finished�with�
the� tax� levy.� �The�resolution� for� the� levy�will�be�on� the�November�10th�City�Council�agenda.��
The� public� hearing� will� be� held� on� December� 8th� with� action� taken� at� the� December� 8th�
Regular�City�Council�meeting.��The�tax�levy�has�to�be�filed�by�the�last�Tuesday�in�December.���
�
CITY�ATTORNEY�Carlos�Arevalo�had�nothing�to�report�at�this�time.�
�
ADJOURNMENT�
A� motion� to� adjourn� the� October� 27,� 2008� Regular� City� Council� meeting� was� made� by�
Alderman� Todd�Hall,� seconded�by�Alderman�Erik�DeBoer.� � The�meeting�adjourned�at� 9:03�
p.m.�with�a�unanimous�aye�voice�vote.�
�
�
Respectfully�submitted,�
�
Sally�Millermon�
Deputy�City�Clerk�
�
��
�
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