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MARENGO CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Marengo Council Chambers 
132 E. Prairie St. 

Marengo, IL 60152 
November 9, 2009 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Donald Lockhart called the November 9, 2009 Regular meeting of the Marengo 
City Council to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Lockhart led everyone present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present for this meeting were Mayor Donald B. Lockhart, Aldermen:  Carole Bartman, 
Corey Brackmann, Eric DeBoer, Mike Secor, Pat Signore, Todd Hall and Steve DiMaria.  
Also present were:  City Administrator Deborah Nier, City Attorney Carlos Arevalo, 
Chief of Police Martin Podosek, Superintendent of Public Works Jim Craney, Building 
Commissioner Jayson Shull and City Engineer David Johanson.  Absent this evening was 
Alderman Michael Smith. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
None. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes of the October 26, 2009 Regular meeting were reviewed.  Alderman Carole 
Bartman made a motion, seconded by Mike Secor, to approve the minutes as presented.  
The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  Brackmann, DiMaria, DeBoer, Hall, 
Bartman, Secor and Signore. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

a. List of Bills 
b. Marengo Main Street Request for Holiday Events 

Alderman Pat Signore made a motion, seconded by Alderman Todd Hall, to approve the 
consent agenda items indicated.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  
Bartman, Brackmann, DiMaria, DeBoer, Signore, Hall and Secor. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
An Ordinance Authorizing and Providing for the Issue of not to Exceed $2,000,000 
General Obligation Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2009, of the City of 
Marengo, McHenry County, Illinois 
Deborah Nier, City Administrator advised that this would be used for all street projects – 
starting first with Prospect Street.  It would be repaid through MFT (Motor Fuel Tax) 
funds.  These are generally referred to as a “parameter bond ordinance”.  It sets the 
parameters (or conditions) for the sale of bonds by a municipal entity.  This ordinance 
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would provide the ability to issue Build America Bonds – an alternative financing tool 
provided for under the Economic Recovery and Reinvestment Act – and are taxable.  
They are Federal subsidies, for 35% of the interest that is paid.  You pay the interest, 
submit a claim to the government and receive a return of 35% of that interest.  The bond 
would be set up on a 19-year debt repayment schedule.   The City is working with 
Warren & Associates on putting this together – along with Chapman & Cutler.    
 
 Alderman Signore questioned using MFT funds for this purpose, when those funds are 
used for other things in the budget.  Deb stated that with the additional funds, the City 
would be able to do more projects, over a greater period of time.  Alderman Signore’s 
concern is about the decrease in those funds that would occur because of the interest 
payment.    
 
Jim Craney advised that there are some MFT funds that are going to be for the Riley 
Street project, but due to problems that occurred with the State, that project was delayed 
until it was too late to start it this year. That project is $153,000.  The MFT fund is also 
the funds that we use to purchase salt for the winter.  We are projecting about $60,000.00 
for salt costs for this year. 
 
Alderman Pat Signore asked what the projected cost for the Prospect Street project is, and 
was advised that those figures were not available at this time. David Johanson was 
directed to bring all the facts and figures with him to the next meeting so the Council 
would be able to look at everything in full.  He is to include the information on the grant 
from the Council of Mayors and what the City’s out-of-pocket portion is projected to be.   
 
Deborah Nier will request that Warren & Associates attend our next meeting to discuss 
specifics on the payback status of the proposed bond, as well as providing the Council 
with information on existing bonds.   
 
An Ordinance Amending Chapter 24 of the Marengo Municipal Code to include the 
2009 International Energy Conservation Code for all Commercial Projects 
Requiring a Permit. 
Building Commissioner Jayson Shull spoke on this change to the ordinance.  The CDC 
has recommended adopting this change – for commercial buildings only.  The existing 
2006 IECC would not change for residential.  Alderman Brackmann asked if we adopt 
this change on the commercial portion, we adopt the total change – but would not have to 
pick every item to enforce.  Jayson said that was incorrect – if we adopt the ordinance 
change, then everything must be followed and enforced.   This is being required by 
Illinois Administrative rules – and is requiring that all municipalities enforce the current 
version of the International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) as amended.  Alderman 
Brackmann advised the Council that the County Building Department does not have this 
amendment on their books – and that they do not intend to put it on at this time.  
Alderman Signore recommended that we table this, and have Building Commission Shull 
look into other communities to see if they have adopted it and determine whether this is 
something that truly is optional or not.   
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Alderman Eric DeBoer made a motion, seconded by Alderman Todd Hall, to adopt the 
ordinance as presented.  The motion failed.  Aye votes were made by Aldermen Hall and 
DeBoer.  Nay votes were made by Aldermen:  Brackmann, Signore, DiMaria, Bartman, 
and Secor.   
 
Alderman Corey Brackmann excused himself from the meeting at this point of the 
meeting (7:36 p.m.).   
 
Brookside Meadows Phase 3 Letter of Credit.  
Deborah Nier spoke on the LOC.  The City has indications from AMCORE Bank that the 
City does not have a “handle” on the letter of credit for Brookside Meadows Phase 3.    
There is a current outstanding letter of credit in the amount of $653,155.  The City has 
been unsuccessful in getting that information verified through the bank, and they have not 
been forthcoming with the information that has been requested.  There are various 
projects that need to be completed, and the total amount for those projects is between 
$200,000 and $300.000. Attorney Carlos Arevalo said that if we were to receive the 
authorization from the Council to proceed with requesting a draw on the letter of credit, 
we would make the papers for the exact amount of the work that needed to be completed.  
The City Clerk needs to receive the authority to do the papers, do the side draft, and do 
whatever statements that would need to be made so that the City could proceed.  Given 
the uncertainty of things, it was felt that it was needed to get this done now, rather than 
later.  Jayson clarified that this all came about because of an occupancy issue that came 
up in that subdivision.  There are requirements that needed to be completed, and they 
have not been done (life safety issues).     Alderman Carole Bartman made a motion that 
the City Clerk is authorized to execute a draft to draw on the letter of credit, if and when 
staff can determine the value of the amount of work yet to be done at Brookside 
Meadows Phase 3.This motion died for lack of a second.  
 
Alderman Mike Secor asked about Courtney Lane, funding for the completion of this 
project is coming from where?  This was clarified as being 50% from Brackmann and 
50% from Kennedy with both having a letter of credit for that specific project.  
 
 Mayor Lockhart clarified that this information was being presented to let the Council 
know what is going on – and to ask that the Council grant authority to the staff so that if 
something should have to be done in an emergency situation, that the staff has the 
authority to take the necessary steps. (Emergency meaning – need to take care of this as 
quickly as possible, and not wait for authorization at the next council meeting.) 
 
Alderman Carole Bartman made a motion authorizing the City Clerk to draft on the 
Letter of Credit # S2006-280 – in an amount that has been resolved with staff’s approval.  
Alderman Pat Signore seconded the motion.  The motion passed with an aye vote by 
Aldermen:  Hall, DeBoer, DiMaria, Secor, Signore and Bartman. 

 
Alderman Corey Brackmann re-entered the meeting at 8:10 pm. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
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None. 
 
MAYOR’S STATEMENTS AND REPORTS 
Mayor Lockhart reminded everyone that Wednesday is Veterans Day – and Marengo 
High School is having a program in the morning to honor all veterans.   
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD AND STAFF REPORTS 
Jayson Shull – Building Commissioner.   
Report was already given to Council members prior to the meeting.    
 
Jim Craney – Superintendent of Public Works.   
Marengo Disposal is keeping up with the leaf collection.  Public Works is getting things 
ready for winter. 
 
Martin Podosek – Chief of Police.   
The Chief’s report is in the packet.  He will also be attending the Veterans Day Memorial 
Program at the high school.  Advised residence (in the audience) to log onto 
www.nexel.com for advisory information from the Police Department.  Mayor Lockhart 
offered congratulations to Sgt. Solarz – he is staff and command at Northwestern and was 
chosen to be the President of the class.   
 
Deborah Nier – City Administrator.    
Updated the information on the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  The Discharge Permit was 
approved by the IEPA.  They have received verbal verification that the State has 
approved the facility review, and they are just waiting on the written verification to be 
received.   
 
Carlo Arevalo – City Attorney.  No report this evening. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Mayor Lockhart advised the Council that they would need to go to Executive Session for 
the purpose of Personnel.  Alderman Mike Secor made the motion, seconded by 
Alderman Todd Hall, to go into Executive Session for the purpose of Personnel.  The 
motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  DiMaria, Signore, Secor, Bartman, 
DeBoer, Brackmann and Hall. 
 
At this point, it was noted that the purpose of the Executive Session was not for 
Personnel – but for Collective Bargaining.  Alderman Pat Signore made a motion to 
correct the Executive Session purpose, seconded by Alderman Eric DeBoer.  The motion 
passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  Secor, DeBoer, DiMaria, Brackmann, Bartman, 
Signore and Hall.   
 
The meeting recessed at 8:19 pm. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~ 
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The meeting re-convened at 8:36 PM. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the meeting, Alderman Pat Signore made 
a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Alderman Eric DeBoer.  The motion 
passed with a voice vote. 
 
Meeting officially adjourned at 8:37 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Constance J. Boxleitner 
City Clerk 
City of Marengo 
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