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MARENGO�CITY�COUNCIL�
REGULAR�MEETING�MINUTES�

Marengo�Council�Chambers�
132�E.�Prairie�Street�
Marengo,�Illinois�
November�10,�2008�

�
CALL�TO�ORDER�
Mayor�Donald� B.� Lockhart� called� the�November� 10,� 2008�Regular� City� Council�meeting� to�
order�at�7:04�p.m.�
�
PLEDGE�OF�ALLEGIANCE�
Mayor�Lockhart�led�everyone�present�in�the�Pledge�of�Allegiance.�
�
ROLL�CALL�
Present� for� the� Clerk's� roll� call� were�Mayor�Donald� B.� Lockhart,� Alderman�Michael� Secor,�
Alderman�Lisa�Trainor,�Alderman�Michael�Smith,�Alderman�Todd�Hall,�Alderman�Erik�DeBoer,��
and� Alderman� Pat� Signore.� � Aldermen� Carole� Bartman� and� Patrick� Shelton� were� absent.��
Also�present� for� the�meeting�were� Interim�City�Administrator�Michael�J.�Haley,�City�Attorney�
Carlos� Arevalo,� Chief� Les� Kottke,� Building� Commissioner� Jayson� Shull,� Superintendent� of�
Public�Works�Jim�Craney,�and�City�Engineer�Darrel�Gavle.�
�
PUBLIC�PARTICIPATION�
There�was�no�public�participation.��
�
APPROVAL�OF�MINUTES�
A�motion�to�pass�the�October�27,�2008�Regular�City�Council�meeting�minutes�was�made�by�
Alderman�Michael�Secor,�seconded�by�Alderman�Todd�Hall.��The�motion�passed�with�any�aye�
voice�vote�by�Aldermen:�DeBoer,�Hall,�Smith,�Secor,�Signore,�and�Mayor�Lockhart.��Alderman�
Lisa�Trainor�abstained.�
�
NEW�BUSINESS�
a.�List�of�Bil ls�
There� were� no� questions� on� the� list� of� bills.� � Alderman� Secor� motioned,� Alderman� Hall�
seconded,�to�pass�the�list�of�bills�as�presented.��The�motion�passed�with�any�aye�voice�vote�
by�Aldermen:�Hall,�Smith,�Secor,�Signore,� Trainor� and�Mayor� Lockhart.� �Alderman�DeBoer�
abstained.�
�
b.�Tax�Levy�Resolution�
Interim� City� Administrator� Michael� J.� Haley� explained� the� practice� of� submitting� a� tax� levy�
request.��The�proposed�2008�levy�request�is�$1,684,691.00�which�represents�an�increase�of�
28.9%�over� the� prior� year's� extension�of� $1,307,151.00.� �This� year's� police� and�workman's�
compensation�requests�continue� to�be�higher� than� last�year� in�order� to�provide�room� in� the�
levy�to�align�the�extensions�with�their�respective�cost.��A�public�hearing�has�been�scheduled�
for� December� 8,� 2008,� at� 7:00� p.m.,� in� conjunction� with� the� regular� City� Council� meeting.��
Alderman�Secor�motioned,�seconded�by�Alderman�Hall,�to�adopt�a�resolution�determining�the�
amount�of�funds�to�be�levied�for�the�2008�tax�year�and�scheduling�the�required�public�hearing�
for�December�8,�2008�at�7:00�p.m.��The�motion�passed�with�an�aye�voice�vote�by�Aldermen:�
Signore,�Secor,�Hall,�Trainor,�DeBoer,�and�Smith.�
�
c.�Sidewalk�50/50�Program�Reimbursement�Request��



City�Council�Regular�Meeting�Minutes�for�November�10,�2008�

 

Page�22�of�22�

 

Alderman� Signore� wanted� to� verify� the� cemetery� sidewalk� reimbursement.� � The� Aldermen�
were�advised� that� funds� to� the�City�Cemetery�were�allocated�by� the�City.� �A�member�of� the�
audience�wanted� to�know�the�Cemetery�account�balance.��The�Mayor�said�he�did�not�know�
the�exact�balance,�but�that�it�was�at�a�positive�balance.��The�amount�to�reimburse�Mr.�Koester�
needed�be�verified�as�such,�both�reimbursements�were�tabled�to�the�next�meeting.�
�
d.�Deerpass�Meadows�Letter�of�Credit�Reduction�
Superintendent� of� Public� Works� Jim� Craney� was� in� agreement� with� the� request� for� the�
reduction�of�Letter�of�Credit�#121�for�the�subdivision�of�Deerpass�Meadows.��Superintendent�
Craney� stated� that� the� Council� should� be� aware� that� the� water� system,� storm� water,� and�
sanitary�sewer�improvements�have�not�been�completed�to�date�through�the�whole�subdivision�
but�will�be� installed�as�housing� is�constructed.� �Alderman�DeBoer�questioned�snow�plowing�
for� that�subdivision�and�whether� the�City� is�obligated� to�plow�with�occupancy�or�dedication.��
Attorney�Arevalo�said�that�there�was�an�ordinance�on�record�that�provided�for�the�City�to�plow�
if�the�developer�does�not�when�there�are�people�in�residence.��Because�the�final�road�surface�
is�not�laid�until�most�of�the�construction�is�complete,�there�was�concern�to�potential�damage�to�
the� City’s� plow� blades� at� the� location� of� the� man� holes.� � Gordy� Dunnett,� representing�
Deerpass�Meadows,�stepped� forward�and�said� that�he�had�never�heard�of� this� issue� in� the�
past�and�indicated�that�he�would�not�plow�the�subdivision.��There�was�some�discussion�about�
hiring� an� outside� service� to� plow� the� subdivision,� if� necessary,� and� bill� the� developer.�
Alderman� Trainor� motioned� to� reduce� the� Deerpass� Meadows� Letter� of� Credit� by�
$277,801.87,�bringing�the�new�Letter�of�Credit�to�$1,222,198.13.��The�motion�was�seconded�
by�Alderman�DeBoer�and�passed�with�an�aye�voice�vote�by�Aldermen:�Signore,�Secor,�Hall,�
Trainor,�DeBoer,�and�Smith.��
�
e.�Prospect�Street�Improvements�Discussion�
Street� improvements� included� State� funding� because� Prospect� Street� intersects� state�
highways.��If�both�intersections,�with�no�road�resurfacing,�were�completed,�the�cost�would�be�
over�$400,000.00.��The�City�will�ask�if�the�school�can�obtain�funding�to�assist�with�the�cost�of�
the�improvement.��It�was�agreed�to�advise�the�Council�of�Mayors�that�the�City�would�do�the�
intersection�at�Prospect�and�Rt.�20�and�possibly�Prospect�and�Rt.�176,�as�well.���
�
f.�Budget�Review�and�Discussion��
Alderman�Signore�wanted� to�know�what�balance� the�City�has�available� for� the�current�year�
deficit.� � Interim�City� Administrator�Michael� Haley�will� have� the� information� available� for� the�
next�meeting.�
�
OLD�BUSINESS�
a.�Liabil ity�Insurance�Renewal�
Pat�Bartolomei�of�A.J.�Gallagher,�980�Cross�creek,�Roselle,�was�present�to�discuss�property�
on�the�liability�insurance�renewal.��Ms.�Bartolomei�discussed�carrier�changes�from�Firemen's�
Fund�to�One�Beacon�Insurance.� � (Mayor�Lockhart�stepped�out�at�8:10�p.m.�and�returned�at�
8:16�p.m.)� �The� insurance�carriers�would�agree� to�backdate�our�coverage� to�November�8th,�
which� is� the�date� the�previous�policy�expired.� �Eddie�Floodburg�of�A.J.�Gallagher,�spoke�on�
ensuring�property�limits�on�the�policy�are�sufficient.��Ms.�Bartolomei�will�look�into�adding�“line�
of�duty”�coverage�and�also�explained�the�difference�of�“occurrence�based”�to�“claims�made”.��
(Alderman�Trainor�left�at�8:24�p.m.)��A�motion�to�approve�the�One�Beacon�quote,�provided�the�
property�limits�and�line�of�duty�coverage�issues�are�acceptable,�that�One�Beacon�inspect�the�
City�buildings�and�give�reconstruction�estimates,�and�authorized� the�Mayor�and�Interim�City�
Administrator� to� act� once� those� issues� are� resolved,� was� made� by� Alderman� Signore,�
seconded� by� Alderman� Secor.� � The� motion� passed� with� an� aye� voice� vote� by� Aldermen:�
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Signore,� Secor,� Hall,� DeBoer,� Smith,� and� Mayor� Lockhart.� � Ms.� Bartolomei� will� pass� the�
information�along�to�One�Beacon�to�see�if�they�would�be�agreeable�to�the�conditions�and�get�
back�to�the�City�on�Wednesday.���
�
b.�Ordinance�Amending�Section�43.08-I,�Noise�–�Construction,�of � the�Marengo�
Municipal�Code�
The�construction�noise�ordinance�had�been�discussed�at� the�October�27,�2008�City�Council�
meeting.���Alderman�Smith�motioned,�seconded�by�Alderman�Secor,�to�amend�Section�43.08-
I,�Noise�-�Construction,�of�the�Municipal�Code.��The�motion�passed�with�an�aye�voice�vote�by�
Aldermen:�Signore,�Secor,�Hall,�DeBoer,�Smith,�and�Mayor�Lockhart.�
�
c.� Ordinance� Granting� a� Temporary� Exception� to� Section� 20.01,� Planning,�
Zoning,�and�Development�Review�Fees,�of� the�Marengo�Municipal�Code,� to� the�
Brackmann�Development�Group�
This�action�is�being�done�to�ratify�discussion�from�the�October�27,�2008�City�Council�meeting.��
Alderman�Secor�motioned�to�grant�a�temporary�exception�to�Section�20.01,�Planning,�Zoning,�
and� Development� Review� Fees,� of� the� Marengo� Municipal� Code,� to� the� Brackmann�
Development�Group,�seconded�by�Alderman�Hall.��The�motion�passed�with�an�aye�voice�vote�
by�Aldermen:�Signore,�Secor,�Hall,�DeBoer,�Smith,�and�Mayor�Lockhart.�
�
d.� Ratif ication� of� Agreement� between� the� City� of� Marengo,� Marengo�
Marketplace,�Receiver,�and�Road�Ranger�
Attorney�Arevalo�explained� the�agreement�between� the�City�of�Marengo�and�Road�Ranger.��
Alderman�Signore�motioned,�seconded�by�Alderman�Secor,�to�ratify�the�agreement�between�
the� City� of� Marengo,� Marengo� Marketplace,� its� Receiver,� and� Road� Ranger.� � The� motion�
passed�with�an�aye�voice�vote�by�Aldermen:�Signore,�Secor,�Hall,�DeBoer,�Smith,�and�Mayor�
Lockhart.�
�
MAYOR’S�STATEMENTS�AND�REPORTS�
The�Mayor�attended�a�Veteran’s�Program�at�the�High�School,�which�honored�all�Branches�of�
the� Military.� � Secretary� of� State� Jesse� White� was� in� attendance.� The� program� was� well�
planned�and�exhibited�a�beautiful�American�flag.�
�
DEPARTMENT�HEAD�AND�STAFF�REPORTS�
Building�Commissioner�Jayson�Shull�submitted�a�report�in�the�packet�and�reported�on�the�
progress�of�the�repairs�being�done�in�the�downtown�area.���
�
Superintendent�of�Public�Works�Jim�Craney�submitted�no�report�at�this�time.��Alderman�
Signore� requested� Superintendent� Craney� determine� an� amount� for� plowing� roads� not� yet�
dedicated.���Contracting�the�plowing�out�for�the�undedicated�roads,�as�to�not�interfere�with�the�
Public�Works�line�item,�was�suggested.���
�
Chief� of� Police� Les� Kottke� submitted� a� written� report� and� spoke� on� the� Rosetta� Stone�
language�learning�system.���
�
City� Engineer� Darrel� Gavle� submitted� a� written� report� in� the� packet.� � There� were� no�
questions�for�City�Engineer�Gavle.�
�
Interim� City� Administrator�Michael�J.�Haley�reported�on� the�Motor�Fuel� Tax�audit.� �The�
City�will�need�to�pass�a�resolution�on�Motor�Fuel�Tax�spending.��This�item�should�be�on�the�
November�24th�or�December�8th�agenda.�
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�
City�Attorney�Carlos�Arevalo�stated�that�two�new�liquor�licenses�will�be�put�on�the�agenda�
for�the�next�meeting.�
�
Steven�Dimaria,�600�Courtney�Lane,�wanted�to�know�why�the�City�Council�waited�so�long�to�
discuss�insurance.��It�was�explained�to�him�that�this�was�standard�procedure.�In�Mr.�Dimaria’s�
opinion,�more�time�should�be�allocated�for�various�items�on�the�agenda.�����
�
ADJOURNMENT�
A� motion� to� adjourn� the� November� 10,� 2008� Regular� City� Council� meeting� was�made� by�
Alderman�Smith,� seconded�by�Alderman�Secor.� � The�meeting� adjourned�at� 9:05�p.m.� by� a�
unanimous�aye�voice�vote.��
�
������
Respectfully�submitted,�
�
Theressa�A.�Hoschouer�
City�Clerk�
�
�
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