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CITY�OF�MARENGO��
COUNCIL�MINUTES�
NOVEMBER�13,�2007�

 
CALL�TO�ORDER�
At�7:01pm,�Mayor�Lockhart�called�to�order�the�November�13,�2007�Marengo�City�Council�meeting�and�then�
led�the�“Pledge�of�Allegiance”.�
�
ROLL�CALL�
Mayor� Lockhart,� Alderman� Bradbury,� Alderman� Shelton,� Alderman,� Alderman� Smith,� Alderman� Hall,�
Alderman�Secor,�and�Alderman�Signore�were�present.��Alderman�Trainor�was�absent.�
�
PUBLIC�PARTICIPATION�
There�was�no�one�who�addressed�the�City�Council�on�items�listed�on�the�Agenda.�
�
CONSENT�AGENDA�
Item�5c�was�removed�from�the�Consent�Agenda.�
�
Alderman�Signore�requested�that�the�minutes�on�the�consent�agenda�be�voted�on�separately�as�he�would�be�
abstaining�from�the�October�8,�2007�regular�and�executive�session�minutes.�
�
APPROVAL�OF�SEPTEMBER�24,�2007�EXECUTIVE�SESSION�MINUTES�
Alderman�Shelton�moved� that� the�Executive�Session�Minutes� for�September�24,�2007�be�approved.� �The�
motion� was� seconded� by� Alderman� Secor� and� passed� with� an� aye� voice� vote� by� Alderman:� � Shelton,�
DeBoer,�Hall,�Bradbury,�Smith,�Secor�and�Signore.�
�
APPROVAL�OF�OCTOBER�8,�2007�REGULAR�AND�EXECUTIVE�SESSION�MINUTES�
Alderman�DeBoer� moved� and�Alderman�Hall� seconded� that� the� October� 8,� 2007�Regular� and�Executive�
Session�Minutes�be�approved.��The�motion�passed�with�an�aye�voice�vote�by�Alderman:��Bradbury,�Smith,�
Shelton,�DeBoer,�Hall�and�Secor.��Alderman�Signore�abstained.�
�
APPROVAL�OF�OCTOBER�22,�2007�REGULAR�MEETING�MINUTES�
Alderman� Secor� moved� to� approve� the� October� 22,� 2007� Regular� Session� Minutes.� � The� motion� was�
seconded� by� Alderman� Hall� and� passed� with� an� aye� voice� vote� by� Alderman:� � Shelton,� DeBoer,� Hall,�
Bradbury,�Smith,�Secor�and�Signore.�
�
ITEMS�B,�D�AND�E�OF�THE�CONSENT�AGENDA�
Alderman�Secor�moved�to�approve�the�remaining�items�on�the�Consent�Agenda�be�approved.��The�motion�
was� seconded�by�Alderman�DeBoer�and�passed�with�an�aye� voice� vote�by�Alderman:� �Shelton,�DeBoer,�
Hall,�Bradbury,�Smith,�Secor�and�Signore.�
�
NEW�BUSINESS�
EDC�REPORT�
David�Ross� from�the�Economic�Development�Commission�(EDC)�was�present�and�provided�a�hand-out� to�
the�Alderman.� �The�hand-out�was�a�summary�of�Key�Activities�and�Emphasis� for�present�project� involving�
the�EDC.��Hank�DeBoer�was�not�feeling�well�and�did�not�attend�the�meeting.�
�
Mr.� Ross� spoke� about� a� summit� conference� in� November� with� the� City� of� Marengo,� Marengo-Union�
Chamber� of�Commerce,�Marengo�Main�Street� and� the�EDC.� � The� intent� of� the� conference�was� to� share�
information�with�all�entities�in�the�local�community.��The�plan�is�for�all�entities�is�to�meet�quarterly.��He�said�
that� the�Marengo�EDC�hosted�a�speaking�engagement�with�Dr.�Ernesto�Sirolli� as� the�guest� speaker.� �Dr.�
Sirolli� is� an� internationally� recognized� expert� in� the� area� of� entrepreneurial� development.� � The� response�
received� from� those� who� attended� has� been� favorable� and� showed� interest� in� implementing� the� ideas�
suggested�by�Dr.�Sirolli�in�our�community.�
��
The�hand-out� summary� reflected� the� receipt�of�an� incentive�application� for� Joe’s�Place� relocation�project,�
Marengo�Entertainment�Center�project,�Walgreen’s,�a�steel�fabricator�for�bio-fuels�looking�for�10-15�acres�for�
a� new� 80,000� sq� ft� facility� and� a� renewed� interest� by� a� developer� for� a� major� retail� operation� looking� to�
establish�a�foothold�in�McHenry�County�horse�country.�
�
Alderman�Signore�wanted�to�know�if�Marengo�was�approached�by�the�prospective�developers�listed�on�the�
summary� or� if� the� EDC� solicited� the� developers.� � Mr.� Ross� explained� that� the� Marengo� EDC� works� in�
conjunction�with� the�McHenry�County�EDC.� �Potential�developers�contact�either� the�Marengo�EDC�or� the�
McHenry�County�EDC.��The�McHenry�County�EDC�provides�leads�to�its�members,�outlining�the�developers’�
requirements.�� If�Marengo�has�anything�available�that�meets�the�developer’s�needs,�McHenry�County�EDC�
puts�the�two�parties�together.���
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�
Alderman�Shelton�noticed� that� the�hotel�project�was�not� listed�on� the�summary.� �Mr.�Ross�said� that� there�
was� a� breakdown� in� negotiations� for� the� potential� site� of� the� hotel.� � The� hotel� is� still� interested� in� the�
Marengo�area�and�is�currently�looking�at�other�sites.���
�
Alderman�Bradbury�wanted�to�know�if�the�main�function�of�the�Marengo�EDC�was�to�solicit�new�business�to�
the� Marengo� area� or� to� provide� information� and� incentive� to� those� businesses� or� developers� showing�
interest�in�the�Marengo�area.��Mr.�Ross�responded�that�the�EDC�handles�both�functions.��Recently,�the�EDC�
has� been� focusing� on� the� new� business� leads� as� provided� by� the�McHenry�County�EDC,� or� through� the�
State�of�Illinois.��The�EDC�has�contacted�some�businesses,� to�provide�services�where�the�EDC�feels�there�
are� gaps� in� the� community,� to� inquire� the� guidelines� for� that� particular� business.� � Many� require� more�
population�and�less�expensive�land�than�what�is�available�in�Marengo.���
�
Alderman�Signore�wanted�to�know�the�services�that�the�EDC�provides�for�the�current�businesses.��Mr.�Ross�
said�that�the�EDC�contacts�the�existing�business�to�see�if�there�are�any�services�that�can�be�provided�to�that�
business.��If�there�are�some�items,�the�EDC�moves�forward�and�attempts�to�accommodate�the�requests,�if�
not,�the�EDC�contacts�the�next�business.�
�
Alderman�Shelton�asked�if�the�EDC�has�a�list�of�properties�or�buildings�that�are�available.��Mr.�Ross�said�that�
the�EDC�has�been�working�on�acquiring�a�list�of�owners�and�an�estimated�amount�that�would�be�accepted�
should�the�property�be�sold,�which�has�proven�to�be�difficult.��Many�owners�have�shown�little�or�no�interest�in�
selling� the�property�and�have�suggested�that�an�offer�will�not�be�considered� for� less� than�twice� the�actual�
value�of�the�property.��The�EDC�has�also�been�working�with�property�owners� that�have�space�available�for�
leasing.�
�
UTILITY�BILL�RELIEF�REQUEST�
Wes�and�Heather�Stephens�–�443�W.�Washington�Street�
Administrator� Hartman� explained� that� the� owners� of� 443� W.� Washington� were� looking� for� relief� of� their�
$1,481.00�water�bill.��The�property�is�currently�vacant�and�it�was�determined�that�the�increased�water�usage�
was�due�to�a�water�softener�that�had�malfunctioned.��Mr.�Hartman�said�that�in�March�2006�the�Council�had�
granted�a�partial� relief� to�a�person�whose�water�bill�was�over�$1,200.00.� � In� that� instance,� the�owner�was�
hospitalized� out� of� state� for� two� and� one-half� months,� and� not� aware� that� the� water� softener� was�
malfunctioning.��The�Council�at� that� time�approved�the�reduction�of� the�water�bill�by�50%.� �The�owners�for�
the�443�W.�Washington�property�have�set�up�a�payment�plan�in�the�amount�of�$200.00�per�month.�
�
Administrator�Hartman�went�on�to�explain�that�when�the�bill�prints�and�it�is�excessively�higher�than�previous�
water�bills,�the�bill�is�flagged�and�a�call�is�made�to�the�owner�of�the�home.��There�is�no�report�or�alert�in�place�
that�would�notify�the�water�department�prior�to�the�printing�of�the�bill�and�would�most�likely�not�be�financially�
feasible�to�institute�such�a�practice.�
�
Alderman�Signore�suggested�tabling�this�item�temporarily�and�address�item�g�on�the�agenda.�
�
Upon�returning�to�the�item,�Alderman�Bradbury�said�that�she�would�not�be�opposed�to�reducing�the�water�bill�
by�50%�as�had�been�done�previously.���
�
After�some�additional�discussion,�Alderman�Shelton�moved� to�reduce�the� total�water�bill� to�$1,000.00�and�
allow�continuance�of�the�payment�plan.��The�motion�was�seconded�by�Alderman�Smith�and�passed�with�an�
aye� voice� vote� by�Alderman:� � Shelton,� Bradbury,� Smith,� Secor� and�Signore.� � Alderman�Hall� and�DeBoer�
voted�nay.�
�
Residents�Affected�by�August�7,�2007�Heavy�Rains�
Administrator� Hartman� said� that� a� resident� had� requested� relief� from� the� City� because� she� had� been�
affected�by� sewage�back�up�during� the�August�7� rain�storm.� �Administrator�Hartman�said� that� there�were�
several�homes,�most� from�the�area�of� the�Avenues,� that�had�sewage�back�up.�� In�speaking�with�a�Ward�4�
Alderman,� it�was�decided�that� if�a�request� for� relief�was�to�be�made,� it�would�be�made�on�behalf�of�all� the�
residences�confirmed�to�have�been�affected�by� the�sewage�back�up.� �Administrator�Hartman�said� that� the�
City�knew�of� twenty-four� residences�affected,�and�the�aggregate� total� for� sanitary�sewer�charges� for� those�
households� was� $1,246.68,� with� the� average� being� $51.95� per� household.� � This� amount� represents� the�
three�month�sewer�total.�
�
Administrator�Hartman�was� looking� for� discussion� and� a� recommendation� from� the�Council� as� to� how� to�
proceed,� but� not� any� particular� action� at� this� time� by� the� Council.� � City� Attorney,� Carlos� Arevalo,�
recommended,�should�the�Council�grant�any�relief,�that�a�waiver�be�signed�by�the�recipients�to�acknowledge�
that� the�City� is�not�assuming�or�acknowledging�any� liability� for� the�occurrence.� �The�relief�would�only�be�a�
goodwill�gesture.�
�
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Alderman�Secor�said� that�he�had�received�a�call� from�a�resident� looking� for�assistance� in�waiving�her�bill.��
Alderman�Secor� said� that�he�explained� to� the� resident� that� he�had�no�authority� to�waive�her�bill,� but� she�
could�make� that� request�of� the�Council.� �Alderman�Secor�said� that�he�called�Administrator�Hartman�and� it�
was�decided�that�the�matter�would�be�brought�before�the�Council�for�discussion,�collectively�on�behalf�of�all�
the�residents.�
�
Alderman�Hall�said�that�he�had�no�problem�with�the�goodwill�gesture�but�was�concerned�about�the�potential�
liability� for� the� City.� � Even� if� the� residents� signed� a� waiver� to� the� effect� that� the� City� is� not� taking�
responsibility�of�the�occurrence,�the�fact�that�relief�was�granted�may�suggest�otherwise.�
�
Attorney�Arevalo� said� that�obtaining�waivers� from� the� residents� in� receipt�of� relief� is� something� that�other�
cities�have�done� in� the�past.� �The�waiver�does�not�prevent�a�resident� from�suing�the�City,� the�waiver�only�
reflects�that�the�City�does�not�accept�responsibility,�but�wants�to�provide�aid�to�the�residents.��Alderman�Hall�
wanted�to�know�if�a�resident�was�in�the�process�of�suing�the�City�due�to�sewage�backup,�would�the�waiver�
and�relief� strengthen�that�person’s�case.� �Attorney�Arevalo�said� that� the�gesture�could�possibly�be�argued�
that� the�City�was�taking�responsibility,�but�did�not� feel� it�would�be�warranted�because�the�City�denied�any�
and�all�responsibility�of�the�heavy�rains.�
�
Alderman�Signore�said�that�if�this�issue�were�opened�to�all�residents�affected�by�the�rains,�the�City�may�find�
that�more�than�just� twenty-four�residents�looking�for�relief.��The�goodwill�relief�may�need�to�be�extended�to�
all� those�with�water� in� their� basement.� � He� did� not� feel� as� though� the�City� should� give� a� refund� of� three�
months�of�sewer�charges.��Those�who�were�affected�by�the�sewer�back�up�had�many�basements�ruined�and�
he�did�not�feel�$50.00�would�help.���
�
Alderman�DeBoer�agreed�with�Alderman�Signore.�
�
Alderman� Smith� felt� that� if� relief� was� offered,� the� waiver� should� reference� that� the� City� is� not� admitting�
liability� to� past,� present� and� future� occurrences,� that� there� should� be� a� time� limit� for� those� residents� to�
request�relief.��He�added�that�the�City�should�establish�criteria�of�what�the�homeowner�is�required�to�provide�
in�order�to�be�eligible�for�the�relief.��He�agreed�that�if�the�relief�is�opened�to�the�verified�twenty-four�residents,�
most� likely�there�will�be�additional�residents.� �Alderman�Smith�said� that�additional�questions�would�need�to�
be�answered�before�he�would�be�willing�to�approve�relief�for�the�residents.�
�
Alderman�Shelton�said�that�he�was�not�in�favor�of�offering�relief�as�it�would,�“open�Pandora’s�Box.”�
�
Alderman� Bradbury� said,� “What� is� the� City� for� if� not� for� our� citizens?”� � She� said� many� of� the� residents�
suffered�considerable�damage�and�that�it�was�too�bad�that� the�Council�had�to�think� like�lawyers.��She�said�
that�the�City�should�grant�the�relief.�
�
The� Mayor� wanted� a� show� of� hands� for� those� opposed� to� the� idea� of� the� City� granting� relief� to� those�
confirmed�to�be�affected�by�sewer�backup.��[For� the�record,�Alderman�Secor�and�Alderman�Bradbury�were�
the�only�Aldermen�not�to�raise�their�hands.]�
�
RESOLUTION�DETERMINING�THE�2007�TAX�LEVY�
Legally,�Administrator�Hartman�explained�to� the�Council,� the�City�must�establish�or�determine�the� tax� levy�
amount.��He�had�provided�an�agenda�supplement�explaining�the�steps�and�motions.��Administrator�Hartman�
further�explained�that�the�City�is�subject�to�the�property�tax�cap�(PTELL�–�Property�Tax�Extension�Limitation�
Law)�which�limits�the�percentage�of�what�will�be�received.��Although�the�amount�is�limited,�the�City�will�only�
be�able� to�receive� the�amount� the�County�deems�acceptable�based�on�the�previous�year’s� tax�amount.� � If�
the� City� asks� for� less� than� what� the� City� is� entitled� to� receive,� the� City� will� only� receive� the� amount�
requested.��Unless�the�City�Council�votes�to�lower�taxes,�the�goal�is�to�always�request�more�that�the�amount�
entitled� so� that� the� City� is� awarded� at� least� the� amount� to� which� it� is� entitled� to� receive.� � Administrator�
Hartman� said� that� last� year,� a� 20%� increase� was� requested� to� capture� the� growth� of� the� City� and� he�
suggested�a�33.8%�increase�over�the�2006�tax�levy.���
�
The�Police�Pension�Board�requested�that�the�City�increase�the�amount�paid�to�the�Police�Pension�Fund�as�
the�City� has� not� been�making� its� contribution� pursuant� to� the�Department� of� Insurance’s� suggested� levy�
amount.� � This� year� the� City� contributed� only� $102,000� while� the� amount� necessary� for� is� approximately�
$209,000.00.��Every�additional�dollar�placed�in�the�Police�Pension�Fund�reduces�the�amount�available�to�the�
City�by�the�same�amount.���
�
The� levy� provides� the� County� the� amount� of� the� suggested� levy� amount� by� the� Illinois� Department� of�
Insurance�which�gives� the�City� the� flexibility� to� increase� the�Police�Pension� fund� to� the�higher� level.� �The�
Police�Board� is�aware�of� the� financial�situation�of� the�City�and�that� the�City� cannot�afford� to� fully� fund� the�
Police�Pension,�but�is�requesting�that�the�City�take�the�necessary�steps�toward�increasing�the�amount�levied�
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for�the�Police�Pension�Fund.��Administrator�Hartman�said�that�he�would�looking�for�discussion�and�direction�
from�the�Council�with�respect�to�the�increase�of�the�amount�levied�for�the�Police�Pension�Fund.�
�
Administrator� Hartman� explained� that� the� amount� levied� for� liability� insurance� was� $175,000.00,� but� the�
actual� cost� to� the� City� was� only� $100,000.00.� � The� amount� levied� for� workman’s� compensation� was�
$80,000.00,�but�the�cost�to�the�City�was�approximately�$165,000.00.��Administrator�Hartman�said�that,�as�a�
taxing�body,�it�was�important�to�levy�the�amount�appropriate�to�cover�the�amount�of�the�service.��He�is�going�
to�attempt�to�take�the�overage�for�liability�and�the�underage�for�workman’s�compensation�and�attempt�to�get�
the�two�more�closely�aligned�with�the�actual�cost.��He�explained�that�this�was�more�of�a�housekeeping�item�
and�would�not�affect�the�City�taxes.�
�
Administrator�Hartman�said�that�although�the�liability�insurance�and�workman’s�compensation�is�listed�as�a�
separate�line�item�in�the�budget,�both�are�part�of�the�general�fund.�
�
Alderman�Smith�wanted� to�know� if� the�overage� in� the� liability� insurance� could�be� re-appropriated� into� the�
Police� Fund.� � Alderman� Signore� said� no,� because� the� overage� was� already� being� used� to� offset� the�
workman’s�compensation�insurance.�
�
Alderman� Signore� asked� Administrator� Hartman� the� amount� that� the� City� has� received� in� the� past.��
Administrator�Hartman� referenced� the� second� page� of� the�memorandum,�which� provided� the� percentage�
increases�the�City�received�in�2004,�2005�and�2006.���
�
Alderman�Bradbury�wanted�to�know�if�the�City�was�paying�any�penalties�due�to�under�funding�of�the�Police�
Pension.��Administrator�Hartman�said�that�the�City�was�not�paying�any�penalties,�but�there�was�concern�from�
the�Police�Pension�Board.� �Administrator�Hartman�explained� that� the�Police�Pension� is� funded�by�several�
components�which� include�property� taxes,�member� contributions�and� investments.� � In�previous� years,� the�
pension� investment� was� doing� well� enough� that� the� City� did� not� have� to� contribute� as� much.� � Since�
investment� increases� have� slowed,� the� City� needs� to� increase� the� amount� being� paid� into� the� Pension.��
Alderman�Bradbury�wanted�to�know�if�the�City�does�not� increase�the�amount�paid�into�the�Police�Pension,�
would� the�Pension�continue�to�be�under� funded�by�over�$100,000�each�year.� �Administrator�Hartman�said�
that� it�was�not�necessarily� the�case.� � If� the� investment�portion�of� the�pension�fund�rebounds�and�provides�
more�revenue�for�the�pension�fund,�then�the�amount�required�by�the�Department�of�Insurance�from�the�City�
would�be�reduced.�
�
Alderman� Shelton� wanted� to� know� how� the� amount� needing� to� fund� the� Pension� Plan� was� determined.��
Administrator� Hartman� said� that� he� was� not� aware� of� the� specific� mechanics� of� determining� the� amount�
needed�to�fully�fund�the�Police�Pension,�but�there�is�a�formula,�based�on�age�of�the�officers,�the�number�of�
officers,� and� their� salaries.� � The� amount� is� determined� by� an� actuary� at� the� Department� of� Insurance.���
Administrator�Hartman�said� that� the�amount�currently� in� the�Police�Pension�Fund�was�exclusively�held� for�
Marengo�Police�Officers�and�was�not�shared�with�any�other�police�department.���
�
Deputy�Chief�Hallman�asked�if�he�could�address�the�Council.��The�Mayor�granted�his�request.��Deputy�Chief�
Hallman�said�that,�although�he�was�not�a�member�of�the�Police�Board,�he�said�the�Council�Members�could�
be�provided�with�the�Police�Board�members�and�the�conservative�investment�strategy,�as�required�by�law,�of�
the�Pension�Fund.��Alderman�Shelton�said�that�he�would�like�to�be�provided�that�information�and�the�Mayor�
suggested�providing�that�information�to�all�the�Council�Members.�
�
It�was�agreed�that�Administrator�Hartman�would�request�the�33.8%�tax�levy�increase�and�allow�for�the�City�to�
also�increase�the�amount�paid�to�the�Police�Pension�fund�by�10%�of�the�amount�levied�by�the�County.�
�
Alderman�Shelton�moved�to�adopt�the�Resolution�determining�the�amount�of�funds�to�be�levied�for�the�2007�
Tax� year� through� real� estate� taxes� for� the� City� of� Marengo,� McHenry� County,� Illinois.� � The�motion� was�
seconded�by�Alderman�Signore�and�passed�with�an�aye�voice�vote�by�Alderman:� �Shelton,�DeBoer,�Hall,�
Bradbury,�Smith,�Secor�and�Signore.�
�
SIGN�VARIANCE�REQUEST:��K�&�E�CONTRACTING�
Alderman�Signore�said� that�he�wanted�to�verify�that�the�signage�would�not�inhibit�the�line�of�sight�for� those�
drivers�at�the�intersection�of�the�building�location.���Building�Commissioner�Shull�said�that�ensuring�adequate�
sight� triangle� vision� was� a� concern� of� the� building� department� as� well.� � The� building� department� has�
determined�that�the�signage�will�not�interfere�with�the�traffic’s�line�of�sight�at�the�intersection.�
�
Alderman�Smith�wanted�to�know�if�the�sign�design�was�the�only�design�submitted�for�approval.��Erick�Little�of�
K�&�E�Contracting�said�that�it�was�the�only�sign�submitted.��Alderman�Smith�then�asked�Mr.�Little�if�he�was�
aware�of�the�sign�ordinance�at�the� time�the�request�was�submitted.��Mr.�Little�said�that�he�was� informed�of�
the� requirements� after� the� sign� was� submitted.� � Alderman� Smith� wanted� to� know� if� the� sign� was� to� be�
lighted.��Mr.�Little�said�that�the�sign�will�not�be�illuminated�or�lit�with�flood�lights.�
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�
Alderman� Bradbury� wanted� to� let� Mr.� Little� know� that� she� thought� his� building� and� the� landscaping� was�
beautiful�and�makes�the�area�look�so�much�nicer.��She�said�that�she�had�gone�out�to�the�area�with�a� tape�
measure�and�said�that�she�did�not�have�an�issue�with�the�11’�length,�but�thought�that�the�height�might�be�a�
little�too�high.��Otherwise,�she�approved�of�the�design.�
�
Alderman�Shelton�said�that�when�the�sign�ordinance�was�modified,�the�Council�did�not�anticipate�the�multi-
unit� situation,�as�with� this�property.� �He� felt� sign� requested,�based�on� the�number�of�occupancies� for� the�
building,�was�acceptable.��Alderman�Shelton�also�complimented�Mr.�Little�on�the�building�design.�
�
Alderman�Smith�asked�Alderman�Bradbury�if�she�would�like�to�see�the�sign�height�reduced�by�one�foot.��She�
said�that�the�one�foot�height�reduction�would�be�acceptable.�
�
Alderman� Signore� wanted� to� know� the� sign� height� for� the� Northwest� Center� for� Commerce.� � Building�
Commissioner�Shull�said�that�the�sign�was�eight�to�ten�feet�above�grade.�
�
Alderman�DeBoer�made�a�motion�to�approve�the�Sign�Variance�Request�by�K�&�E�Contracting�as�proposed.��
The�motion�was�seconded�by�Alderman�Signore�and�passed�with�an�aye�voice�vote�by�Alderman:��Shelton,�
DeBoer,�Hall,�Bradbury,�Smith,�Secor�and�Signore.�
�
ORDINANCE� AMENDING� THE� MARENGO� MUNICIPAL� CODE� REGARDING� CONSTRUCTION� OF�
UTILITY�FACILITIES�IN�THE�RIGHTS�OF�WAY�
Attorney�Arevalo� suggested� discussing� items� e,� f� and� g� at� the� same� time� as� they� pertained� to� the� same�
issue.�
�
Attorney�Arevalo�explained�that�AT&T,�rather�than�obtaining�separate�franchise�agreement�through�each�city�
for�which�they�intends�to�provide�cable/video�service,�has�been�granted�a�blanket�authorization,�by�the�State�
of�Illinois�Commerce�Commission,�through�a�new�legislation.��The�new�legislation�will�require�that�the�cities�
pass�the�three�ordinances�contained�in�the�packet.�
�
The�Ordinances,�Attorney�Arevalo�said,�were�statutory�forms�of�franchise�agreements,�which�allows�for�local�
communities� to�ability� to�collect�a� fee�as�permitted� though�cable�service� franchise�agreements.� � �Attorney�
Arevalo�said�that�if�the�Ordinances�are�not�passed�by�the�Council,�then�AT&T�will�still�be�able�to�provide�the�
cable/video�service�to�the�area,�but�not�have�to�pay�any�fee�to�the�City.�
�
Attorney�Arevalo�said�that�the�Ordinances�also�apply�to�the�use�of�the�rights�of�way�for�utilities�and�the�new�
Ordinance� would� supersede� previously� adopted� Ordinances.� � Attorney� Arevalo� suggested� that� the� City�
Engineer,�Darryl�Gavel,�and�Public�Works�Superintendent,�Jim�Craney,�review�the�Ordinances�because�the�
Ordinances�need�to�be�in�place�by�the�end�of�the�year.��
�
Attorney�Arevalo� said� that� the�memorandum,� dated�October� 29,� 2007,� � provided� by�Ruth�Schlossberg� of�
Zukowki,� Rogers,� Flood� and� McArdle� explains� the� Fee� Ordinance,� Consumer� Protection� Standards� and�
Right�of�Way�Ordinance.��The�Fee�Ordinance�allows�for�an�amount�to�be�inserted�that�would�be�consistent�
with,� and� not� exceed,� the� amount� charged� to� the� cable� companies.� � The� intent� is� to� allow�AT&T� a� level�
playing�field�with�the�cable�companies.�
�
Alderman�Smith�was�concerned�with�a�potential�conflict�of�interest�as�he�is�an�employee�of�AT&T.��Attorney�
Arevalo� said� that�because�Alderman�Smith�did�not�hold�more� than�seven�and�one-half�percent� interest� in�
AT&T,�it�was�not�considered�a�conflict�of�interest.�
�
Alderman�Signore�wanted� to� know� what� reason� there�may� be� for� not� passing� the�Ordinances.� � Attorney�
Arevalo�said�that�he�did�not�see�a�reason�why�the�City�would�not�pass�the�Ordinances�as�it�provides�for�the�
City�to�receive�an�addition�fee�for�those�homes�where�cable�services�are�provided�by�AT&T.�
�
Alderman� Bradbury� questioned� an� exception� listed� on� one� of� the� Ordinances� that� stated� the� Ordinance�
would�not�apply�to�existing�cable�service�providers.��Attorney�Arevalo�explained�that�the�Ordinances�directly�
pertain�only�to�AT&T�and�are�not�for�the�benefit�of�any�other�cable�company.�
�
The� decision� was� made� for� Attorney� Arevalo,� Mr.� Gavel� and� Mr.� Craney� to� review� the� Ordinances� and�
provide�recommendation�to�the�City�Council�at�the�next�meeting.�
�
This�item�was�tabled�until�the�next�scheduled�City�Council�Meeting.�
�
ORDINANCE� ESTABLISHING� CHAPTER� 27,� CABLE� AND� VIDEO� SERVICE� PROVIDER� FEE� IN� THE�
MARENGO�MUNICIPAL�CODE�
This�item�was�tabled�until�the�next�scheduled�City�Council�Meeting.�
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�
ORDINANCE�ESTABLISHING�CHAPTER�28,�CABLE�AND�VIDEO�CUSTOMER�PROTECTION�LAW�OF�
THE�MARENGO�MUNICIPAL�CODE�
This�item�was�tabled�until�the�next�scheduled�City�Council�Meeting.�
�
OLD�BUSINESS�
There�was�no�old�business�to�discuss.�
�
MAYOR’S�STATEMENTS�AND�REPORTS�
Mayor�Lockhart�wished�everyone�present�a�happy�Thanksgiving.��He�also�reminded�the�Members�that�there�
was�only�one�regularly�scheduled�meeting�in�December,�which�was�December�10,�2007.�
�
DEPARTMENT�HEAD�AND�STAFF�REPORTS�
BUILDING�DEPARTMENT�
Building�Commission�Shull�said�that�he�had�submitted�a�report�for�review�and�would�answer�any�questions.��
Alderman�Smith�wanted�to�know�if�the�“No�thru�street”�sign�was�posted�at�Courtney�Lane�and�Maple�Street.��
Building� Commissioner� Shull� said� that� he� believed� the� sign� had� been� posted.� � Administrator� Hartman�
confirmed�that�it�was�installed�the�previous�week.�
�
Alderman� Bradbury� said� she,� along� with� the� other� Council� Members,� had� received� the� e-mail� Building�
Commissioner�Shull�had�sent�and�she�wanted�to�know�if�there�was�a�timeline�as�to�when�the�Marengo�Café�
might�be�viable.��Building�Commissioner�Shull�said�that�the�two-story�structure�is�safe�for�occupancy,�but�the�
one-story� section� at� the� rear� of� the� building,� the� kitchen� area,� is� currently� under� construction.� � � Building�
Commissioner� Shull� said� that� he� has� spoken� to� the� architect� working� with� Marengo� Café� regarding� City�
Codes.�
�
WWTP�DEPARTMENT�
Superintendent� Craney� said� that� the� water� department� had� provided� a� report,� however,� the� street�
department�report�was�on�his�desk,�but�would�provide�same�to�the�Aldermen�by�the�end�of�the�week.�
�
Alderman�Signore�wanted�to�know�if�the�Water�Department�has�posted�the�job�opening�or�if�interviews�had�
been�conducted.� �Superintendent�Craney�said� that� the� job�opening�has�been�posted�and�applications�are�
being�accepted.�
�
Alderman� Shelton� said� that� it� appeared� as� though� Maple� Street� has� been� a� disaster.� � Superintendent�
Craney�agreed.��The�realty�office�located�on�the�corner�of�Maple�Street�and�Route�20�was�connected�to�the�
main�abandoned�on�Route�20,�so�a�sewer� line�will�need�to�be�added�for�them.� ��Due�to�the�delays,�Maple�
Street�will�not�be�paved�until�next�year,�with�out�any�additional�cost� to�the�City.� �Alderman�Signore�wanted�
the� ‘no� additional� cost� guarantee� in� writing’.� � Alderman� Smith� also� suggested� that� the� same� quality� of�
deliverables�be� included.� �Mr.�Gavel�explained� that� the� company� scheduled� for� the� repaving� is� the� same�
company� that� handles� all� the� road� improvements� for� the� City� of� Marengo� and� although� Superintendent�
Craney�would�get�the�guarantee�in�writing,�Mr.�Gavel�did�not�believe�it�was�necessary.�
�
Alderman� Signore� wanted� to� know� if� the� contractors� were� responsible� for� the�mishaps.� � Superintendent�
Craney�said�that�the�sewer�and�water�mains�did�not�follow�a�logical�line�and�no�drawings�were�provided�for�
the�main� lines�when�they�were�first�installed.� �Alderman�Shelton�said� that�he�recalled�a�gas�line�being�cut.��
Superintendent�Craney�said�that�several�were�cut�and�that�was�the�fault�of�the�contractor.�
�
Alderman�Signore�did�not�feel�that�the�company�completing�the�road�re-surfacing�should�do�so�at�a�potential�
loss�of� income� if� the� contractor�was�at� fault� for� the�delay.� �Mr.�Gavel� said� that�he�believed� that� the� road�
surfacing� company� was� willing� to� work� with� the� City� of� Marengo� in� order� to� maintain� a� good� working�
relationship,�but�it�also�guarantees�beginning�of�the�year�work�for�the�company.�
�
Alderman�Bradbury�suggested�contacting� the�school�districts�when�a� road,� such�as�Maple,�will�be�closed.��
Superintendent�Craney�said�that�the�school�districts,�along�with�the�police�department,�rescue�squad�and�fire�
department,� were� informed� of� the� road� closure.� � � Some� comments� were� made� with� regard� to� people�
disregarding�the�road�closed�sign.��Superintendent�Craney�said�that�he�would�like�the�signs�that�provided�for�
a�$10,000.00�penalty�if�a�road�construction�crew�member�was�hit�by�an�automobile.�
�
Alderman�Signore�suggested�that�next�time,�the�City�not�begin�a�project�when�it�is�so�close�to�the�end�of�the�
year.��Superintendent�Craney�said�that�it�may�not�be�an�option.��Most�construction�companies�prefer�larger�
contracts.��This�was�a�small�contract�and�small�contracts�are�typically�reserved�for�the�end�of�the�year,�which�
allows�contractors�to�retain�employees�longer.�
�
Mayor�Lockhart�said�that�he�had�received�notification�that�bids�were�being�accepted�to�repair�the�bridge�on�
Route�176�a�couple�miles�east�of�town.��The�bid�will�include�raising�the�bridge�to�allow�for�water�to�run�under�
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and�not�over�Route�176.��Superintendent�Craney�said�that�he�had�heard�the�hill�at�Route�23�and�River�Road�
was�going�to�be�cut�down.�
�
POLICE�DEPARTMENT�
Deputy�Chief�Hallman�wanted�to� thank�the�Council�for�its�consideration�on�the�Police�Pension�Fund� issue,�
as�well�as�Administrator�Hartman�for�quickly�acting�on�the�issue�once�it�was�brought�to�his�attention.�
�
Deputy�Chief�Hallman�wanted�to�know�if�anyone�had�any�questions�regarding�the�reports�he�had�submitted�
on�behalf�of� the�police�department�as�well�as�a�report�on�behalf�of�emergency�response.� �Alderman�Smith�
said� that� there�were� recent� instances�where� truck�drivers�were�not�adhering� to� the�speed� limits�posted�on�
Route�20.� �Mayor�Lockhart� said� that� since�Route�20�has�been�repaved,�he� too�has�noticed� the� increased�
speeding�and�suggested�to�Deputy�Chief�Hallman�that�the�Police�Department�monitor�the�area�more�closely.��
�
ENGINEERING�DEPARTMENT�
Mr.� Gavel� said� that� a� report� was� provided� and� asked� if� anyone� had� any� questions.� � Alderman� Signore�
wanted� to�know� if� anything� could�be�used� to�better� locate� the�underground�piping.� �Mr.�Gavel� said� that�a�
technique�called�Subsurface�Utility�Exploration�has�shown�to�be�effective�in�locating�gas�lines�by�excavating�
a� four-inch�diameter�hole�using�air�pressure.� �Some� state�agencies� feel� strongly� that� this� saves� time�and�
money.��Unfortunately,�the�product�is�quite�expensive.��He�said�that�there�is�also�an�x-ray�that�can�be�used,�
however,�he�has�had�mixed�success�with�the�x-ray.���
�
CITY�ADMINISTRATOR��
Administrator�Hartman�said� that� the�administrator�report�was�included�in�the�packet,�but�did�have�a�couple�
things� to� add.� � Administrator� Hartman� said� that� he� was� contacted� by� one� of� the� Deerpass� HOA�
representatives�about� the�dissolution�of� the�homeowners�association.� �The� representative�wanted�to�know�
the� requirements.� �Administrator�Hartman�said� that�based�on� the�annexation�agreement,� sidewalks�would�
need�to�be�installed.�
�
He�also�stated�he�had�received�two�inquires�on�the�old�M.O.R.E.�building.��Building�Commissioner�Shull�said�
that� there�was�potential� for� reuse,�with�some�minor�upgrades.� �The�electrical�service�and�telephone� line� is�
shared�with�the�building�department�which�would�need�to�be�segregated.��One�person�wanted�to�use�it�for�a�
hotdog�stand,�and�another�wanted�to�use�it�to�sell�custom�utility�trailers.��If�the�City�allowed�the�custom�utility�
trailer�company�to�use�the�building,�a�special�use�permit�would�be�necessary�because�of�the�B-2�zoning.�
�
Alderman�Signore�suggested� leasing� the� land�and� require� the�upgrades�be�made�by�whomever�would�be�
leasing�the�property.���
�
Building�Commissioner�Shull�wanted� to�make�sure� that�whatever�business� the�City�allowed� in� the�building�
would�not�interfere�with�the�Building�Department’s�utility�truck�traffic.�
�
The�Council�was� leaning� toward�encouraging� the�custom�utility� trailer� company,�as� the�hotdog�stand�may�
negatively�affect�the�Building�Department’s�traffic.�
�
Administrator�Hartman�said� that�the�October� list�of�bills�provided�for�two�$2,500�payments�to�the�insurance�
company.� �He�explained� that� these�payments�were� the�deductibles� for� two�ongoing� lawsuits� for� legal�and�
litigation�fees.�
�
Alderman�Bradbury�wanted�to�know�when�the�software�upgrades�would�be�installed.��Administrator�Hartman�
said� that� the�new�firewall�would�be� installed� tomorrow.� �The�City�currently� shares�a� firewall�with� the�Police�
Department.� � Once� the� new� fire� wall� was� installed,� the� City� could� proceed� with� installation� of� the� new�
software�upgrades,�which�should�take�place�within�one�week.�
�
Administrator�Hartman�said� that�an�offer�was�extended�for�the�Deputy�Clerk�position,�which�was�accepted,�
but� he� received� a� voice�mail�message� over� the�weekend� rescinding� the� acceptance.� � The� applicant� had�
some�questions�and�Administrator�Hartman�left�her�a�message,�but�has�not�yet�heard�back.��He�was�hoping�
to�have�a�conversation�with�her,�but�there�is�a�person�who�is�second�in�line�and�an�offer�will�be�made�to�the�
other�person.�
�
Alderman�Smith�wanted�to�know�what�stage�of�the�Teen�Center�and�Little�League�Baseball�Grant� funding,�
as�he�saw�a�need� for�both� in�our� community.� �Administrator�Hartman�said� that�he�will� get�a� formal� report�
from�the�Park�District,�who�is�handling�the�grant.���
�
Alderman�Shelton�said�that�the�report�indicated�that�the�McHenry�County�Conservation�District�(MCCD)�was�
purchasing�the�majority�of�the�Pope�Farm�land.��He�wanted�to�know�if�any�of�the�area�was�in�the�city�limits.��
Administrator�Hartman�said�that�the�area�was�all�the�unincorporated�area�of�McHenry�County.��The�property�
owners�did�want� to�move� forward�with� the� commercial�development�of� the�property,� for� the� remaining�11�
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acres.� � Alderman� Shelton� expressed� concern� that� transportation� through� that� area� may� be� difficult� with�
MCCD�now�owning�the�property.���
�
EXECUTIVE�SESSION�
Alderman�Signore�moved�to�adjourn�to�Executive�Session�for�personnel�and�potential�litigation.��The�motion�
was� seconded�by�Alderman�Shelton�and�passed�with�an�aye� voice� vote�by�Alderman:� �Shelton,�DeBoer,�
Hall,�Bradbury,�Smith,�Secor�and�Signore.�
�
ADJOURNMENT�
Upon� returning� from�Executive�Session,�Mayor�Lockhart�asked� for�a�motion� to�adjourn� the�November�13,�
2007,�Marengo�City�Council�meeting� at� 10:11p.m.� � Alderman�Signore� so�moved;� seconded� by�Alderman�
Shelton.��The�motion�passed�with�a�unanimous�aye�voice�vote.�
�
�
Submitted�by:� Theressa�A.�Hoschouer,�

City�Clerk�
 
 


