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MARENGO�CITY�COUNCIL�
REGULAR�MEETING�MINUTES�

Marengo�Council�Chambers�
132�E.�Prairie�Street�
Marengo,�Illinois�
December�8,�2008�

�
�

CALL�TO�ORDER�
Mayor�Donald�B.�Lockhart�called�the�December�8,�2008�Regular�City�Council�meeting�to�
order�at�7:00�p.m.�
�
PLEDGE�OF�ALLEGIANCE�
Mayor�Lockhart�led�everyone�present�in�the�Pledge�of�Allegiance.�
�
ROLL�CALL�
Present� for� the� Clerk’s� roll� call� were� Mayor� Donald� B.� Lockhart,� Alderman� Carole�
Bartman,� Alderman� Patrick� Shelton,� Alderman� Michael� Smith� (arrived� at� 7:11� p.m.),�
Alderman�Erik�DeBoer,�Alderman�Michael�Secor,�Alderman�Pat�Signore,�Alderman�Lisa�
Trainor� (arrived�at� 7:10�p.m.),� and�Alderman�Todd�Hall.� �Also�present�were�Sergeant�
Rodney�Riley,�Superintendent�of�Public�Works�Jim�Craney,�and�Building�Commissioner�
Jayson�Shull.�
�
PUBLIC�HEARING�
Attorney�Carlos�Arevalo�stated�that�the�public�hearing�for�the�tax�levy�was�published�in�
the�newspaper�as�required�per�statutory�requirements.��There�was�no�public�comment�
on� the� levy.� � Alderman� Secor� motioned� to� close� the� public� hearing,� seconded� by�
Alderman�Hall.��The�motion�carried�with�an�aye�voice�vote�by�Aldermen:�Signore,�Hall,�
Secor,�Bartman,�DeBoer,�and�Shelton.�
�
PUBLIC�PARTICIPATION�
Mr.�Steve�DeMaria,�600�Courtney�Lane,�wanted�information�on�item�d.�on�the�agenda,�
the�IDOT�Resolution.��Assistant�to�the�City�Administrator�Joshua�Blakemore�explained�a�
resolution�was�necessary�to�address�a�missing�paperwork�item�that�should�have�been�
completed�in�1992�when�work�was�completed.��Mr.�DeMaria�also�wanted�to�know�if�both�
the�intersection�of�Prospect�Street�and�Route�20�and�Routes�23�and�176�were�going�to�
be� improved.� �Mayor�Lockhart�stated� the�subject�of� the� intersections�was�going� to�be�
discussed�later�in�the�meeting,�but�the�two�proposed�intersection�improvements�were�to�
be�made�at�Prospect�and�Route�20�and�Prospect�and�Route�176,�not�Routes�176�and�
23.�Mr.�DeMaria�had�no�further�questions.�
�
APPROVAL�OF�MINUTES�
Alderman�Shelton�motioned,�seconded�by�Alderman�Secor,� to�approve� the�November�
24,� 2008� Regular� meeting� minutes.� � The� motion� carried� with� an� aye� voice� vote� by�
Aldermen:�Signore,�Hall,�Secor,�Bartman,�DeBoer,�and�Shelton.���
�
CONSENT�AGENDA�
a.�List�of�Bil ls�
b.�Girl�Scout�Cookie�Sale�Request�
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c.�Ordinance�Establishing�City�Council�Meeting�Dates�for�2009�
d.�IDOT�Resolution�
Alderman�Secor�motioned,� seconded� by� Alderman�Bartman,� to� approve� the�Consent�
Agenda.��The�motion�carried�with�an�aye�voice�vote�by�Aldermen:�Signore,�Hall,�Secor,�
Bartman,� DeBoer,� Smith,� Trainor,� and� Shelton.� � Alderman� DeBoer� abstained� from�
voting�on�the�List�of�Bills.�
�
NEW�BUSINESS�
a.�2008/2009�Annual�Tax�Levy�Ordinance�
Attorney�Arevalo�stated�the�City�just�had�the�public�hearing�on�the�Tax�Levy�Ordinance�
which�was�a�requirement�for�filing�the�ordinance.��Alderman�Secor�motioned,�seconded�
by� Alderman� Hall,� to� adopt� Ordinance� 08-12-2,� Tax� Levy� Ordinance� of� the� City� of�
Marengo,� for� 2008/2009� Fiscal� Year.� � The�motion� carried� with� an� aye� voice� vote� by�
Aldermen:�Signore,�Hall,�Secor,�Bartman,�DeBoer,�Smith,�Trainor,�and�Shelton.���
�
b.�Debt�Service�Tax�Abatement�Ordinance�
A�motion� to� adopt� Ordinance� 08-12-3,� an�Ordinance� Abating� the� Tax� Levied� for� the�
Year� 2008� to� Pay� the� Principal� and� Interest� on� the� $3,075,000� General� Obligation�
Bonds�(Alternate�Revenue�Source)�Series�2003�and�the�$2,740,000�General�Obligation�
Refunding� Bonds� (Alternate� Revenue� Source)� Series� 2005� for� the� City� of� Marengo,�
McHenry� County,� Illinois� was� made� by� Alderman� Bartman,� seconded� by� Alderman�
Secor.� �The�motion�carried�with�an�aye�voice�vote�by�Aldermen:�Signore,�Hall,�Secor,�
Bartman,�DeBoer,�Smith,�Trainor,�and�Shelton.���
�
c.� Resolution� Authorizing� the� Borrowing� of� $70,000� from� Castle� Bank�
(Dispatch�Console)�
The�Council�discussed�repayment�of�the�loan�for�the�dispatch�console.��Alderman�Secor�
motioned,� seconded� by� Alderman� Hall,� to� adopt� Resolution� 08-12-B� Authorizing�
Borrowing�of�$70,000�from�Castle�Bank.��The�motion�carried�with�an�aye�voice�vote�by�
Aldermen:�Signore,�Hall,�Secor,�Bartman,�DeBoer,�Smith,�Trainor,�and�Shelton.���
�
d.� Resolution� Authorizing� the� Borrowing� of� $255,000� from� Castle� Bank�
(PD�Expansion)�
At� budget� time� the� Council� would� like� to� discuss� retiring� the� loan.� � Alderman� Smith�
motioned,� seconded� by� Alderman� Secor,� to� adopt� Resolution� 08-12-C� Authorizing�
Borrowing�of�$255,000�from�Castle�Bank.��The�motion�carried�with�an�aye�voice�vote�by�
Aldermen:�Signore,�Hall,�Secor,�Bartman,�DeBoer,�Smith,�Trainor,�and�Shelton.���
�
e.�Letter�of�Credit�Request:�Deerpass�Meadows�
Based�on�information�provided�by�City�staff,�testing�results,�and�a�field�visit�by�a�Baxter�
&� Woodman� engineering� consultant� to� verify� which� improvements� have� been�
substantially�completed� to�date,� it�was�Baxter�&�Woodman’s�recommendation� the�City�
approve�a�reduction�of�the�current�surety�for�the�Deerpass�Meadows�Subdivision�a�total�
of� $360,198.38.� � Alderman� Bartman� motioned,� seconded� by� Alderman� Signore,� to�
reduce�the�Letter�of�Credit�for�Deerpass�Meadows�by�$360,189.38.��The�motion�carried�
with� an� aye� voice� vote� by� Aldermen:� Signore,� Hall,� Secor,� Bartman,� DeBoer,� Smith,�
Trainor,�and�Shelton.���
�
OLD�BUSINESS�
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a.� Authorization� to� Execute� Contract� for� Prospect� Street� Engineering�
Update�
At� the� last�City�Council�meeting,� the�Council�gave�staff�direction� to�move�forward�with�
the� Prospect� Street� project.� A� proposal� for� the�City� of�Marengo� to� enter� into� a� small�
agreement�with�SEC�Group,� Inc.� for� investigation�and�coordination�with� IDOT,�FHWA,�
and�the�Council�of�Mayors� to�discuss� the�depth�of� revisions�necessary� to� the�Phase�I�
report� approved� in� 2000� and� prepare� all� necessary� paperwork� was� presented� to� the�
Council�for�consideration.��Alderman�Signore�motioned,�seconded�by�Alderman�Shelton,�
to�accept�the�proposal/agreement�for�feasibility�study.��The�motion�carried�with�an�aye�
voice� vote� by� Aldermen:� Signore,� Hall,� Secor,� Bartman,� DeBoer,� Smith,� Trainor,� and�
Shelton.���
�
MAYOR’S�STATEMENTS�AND�REPORTS�
Mayor�Lockhart�announced�this�would�be�the�last�meeting�for�2008.��A�Committee�of�
the�Whole�meeting�will�be�held�on�January�29,�2009�at�7:00.��Beth�Ruyle�will�be�present�
to�explain�the�new�rules�and�regulations�for�TIF�Districts.��The�City�intends�to�invite�EDC�
and�Main�Street�to�the�presentation.�
�
Building� Commissioner� Jayson� Shull� stated� all� but� three� of� the� downtown�
businesses� have� complied� with� the� building� code� enforcement� project.� � Code�
Enforcement�Officer�Marianne�Wayne�will�begin�enforcing�the�2�hour�parking�ordinance.��
Warning� tickets� will� be� issued� for� a� short� time� before� ordinance� violation� tickets� are�
issued.� � The� Police� Department� will� follow� up� on� the� payment� of� the� violation.��
Ordinance�violation�tickets�will�also�be�issued�after�2”�of�snowfall.���
�
Superintendent� of� Public� Works� Jim� Craney� stated� that,� in� order� to� extend� the�
amount�of�salt�available� to� the�City,�a�mixture�of�salt,�sand,�and� lime�will�be� limited� to�
intersections� and� hills� while� plowing.� � Superintendent� Craney� is� uncertain� of� the� salt�
situation�for�next�year.�
�
Sergeant�Rodney�Riley,�representing�Chief�of�Police�Les�Kottke,�asked�if�anyone�had�
questions�on�the�reports�the�Chief�submitted.��There�were�no�questions.��Sergeant�Riley�
stated� that� after� the� 2nd� or� 3rd� snowstorm� citizens� get� acclimated� to� the� snowfall� and�
have�no�problem�moving�their�vehicles�off�the�street.�
�
Assistant� to� the� City� Administrator� Joshua�Blakemore�had�nothing�additional� to�
report.�
�
City�Attorney�Carlos�Arevalo�had�no�report.�
�
EXECUTIVE�SESSION�
There�was�no�Executive�Session�
�
ADJOURNMENT�
A�motion�to�adjourn�the�December�8,�2008�Regular�City�Council�meeting�was�made�by�
Alderman�DeBoer,�seconded�by�Alderman�Secor.��The�meeting�adjourned�at�7:40�p.m.�
by�a�unanimous�aye�voice�vote.�
�
�
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Respectfully�submitted,�
�
Theressa�A.�Hoschouer�
City�Clerk�
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