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Annexation to the Tollway Completed

Boundary expansion bringing in south side of I-90/STH?23 slated for August 26

On July 22, the Mayor and City Council
approved (8-1) an annexation agreement that
in turn caused the approval (7-1) of an an-
nexation of acreage that borders the Jane Ad-
dams / I-90 Tollway on the east and west
sides of State Route 23. While this annexa-
tion is noteworthys, it is just the beginning
step of the process to create the I-90 interstate
interchange at STH 23. With approval of the
July 22 annexation, the City formally became
eligible to sponsor the development of the

interchange, according to Illinois Tollway
Authority requirements. For the primary pur-
pose of developing east bound entrance and
exit access points from 1-90, the City is work-
ing with one more property owner to annex
156 acres, primarily located just south of the
Tollway. With this anticipated annexation,
the City will have taken in almost 3.2 square
miles since this past April, while only adding
10 people to its population. Other annexa-
tions that were not essential to getting to the
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Marengo City limits will expand by almost 3.2 square miles assuming an August 26 ap-
proval of a State Bank of Woodstock Trust No. 5056 annexation totaling a 156 acres
(straddling the Jane Addams/ [-90 Tollway shown in blue toward the bottom of this map).
The annexations, shown in pink have been approved by the City Council since on April 22

of this year. With these annexations the City’s population has increased by about 10 people.
Excluding STH 23, which is under IDOT jurisdiction the City has acquired the maintenance
responsibility of just 5.25 miles of former township roadway. (The Southern City limits
prior to April 22, 2013 are depicted in green.)

Tollroad, but still in the area west and south
of the City are anticipated in upcoming
months. With expectation of the annexations
up to and past the Tollway, on May 28 the
City Council approved (7-1) a $74,000 ser-
vices contract with its city engineering firm
H.R. Green to perform a study for projected
traffic flows caused by the proposed inter-
change and anticipated development in the
area, to develop a preliminary design of the
interchange, to assist the City with the devel-
opment of a memorandum of understanding
with the Tollway Authority and other govern-
ments and (perhaps) non-government stake
holders to determine the cost centers, con-
struction timing and financing responsibilities
of the project. Work is underway for the
traffic study and the preliminary design.
Once most of this work is completed, discus-
sions regarding the MOU will begin in ear-
nest. Completion of these tasks is targeted
for October.

City Still Waiting For IDOT to
Award Prospect Contract

The City is still awaiting the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation to formally award the
$213,000 construction contract to Berger Con-
struction, the low bidder that has been previ-
ously accepted by the Marengo officials. The
delays that have occurred in the state’s award-
ing of this contract would suggest that the
project will not be completed this year, as was
originally intended. City officials have con-
tacted State Representative Jack Franks and
Senator Pamela Althoff, who have in-turn
talked with IDOT to encourage them to award
the bid and allow the project to start.

The Prospect Street project actually focuses
upon the redevelopment of the intersections at
STH 176 and USH 20. These intersections
will be reconfigured to allow for easier turning
movements. While signalization at STH 176
will not be immediate, the construction plans
call for doing the underground work so that
traffic signals can be easily installed when
traffic volumes increase to warrant their instal-
lation.

With the traffic flow being reconfigured at
the Marengo Middle School, the Berger con-
tract includes the installation of traffic signals
at USH 20. Street reconstruction of Prospect
will not lead far south from STH 176, but will
extend from USH 20 all the way to the north-
ern school boundary. Ultility relocation is cur-
rently underway to ready the site for the re-
construction project.



Ground Water Contamination

Being Mitigated

On June 24, the Mayor and City Council
heard a report from Ed Coggin of the City’s
engineering firm H.R. Green regarding the
impact of the ground water contamination
emanating from Arnold Magnetic Technolo-
gies Corporation, located just outside the city
limits at 300 North West Street. The contami-
nation has been present on-site for several
years, but just recently has been reported in
concentrations off-site wells that may have
some consequences to human health. 1t must
be noted that the City’s water supply is in no
way affected by this ground water contamina-
tion problem.

Test results from one monitoring well and
two private wells in the area have raised the
caution. It has caused the Illinois Environ-
mental Protection Agency, through the Illinois
Attorney General’s Office, to receive a
McHenry County Circuit Court order for the
company to offer bottled water to six Marengo
Township properties along Railroad Street and
Ritz Road until a permanent solution mitigat-
ing this problem is put in-place. The IEPA has
identified an area equal to about a third-square
mile north and a little west of the plant, for
which they think the potential of the contami-
nation may occur. Still, it is conjectured by

Mr. Coggin that the contamination “plume”
that actually emanates from the contamination

source probably would be just a fraction of this

area. More monitoring wells are being put in
place to determine that actual location of the
plume.

The City’s environmental engineer reported
that the cause of the contamination, cleaning
fluids used to degrease equipment, had been a
part of Arnold’s manufacturing process until
2003, when the company discontinued its use
and tore down the part of the factory that was
committed to this process. At the plant site,
17 monitoring wells have been watched since
1999. From his 17 years of experience in
working on ground water clean-ups, Mr. Cog-
gin indicated that while this concern still needs
to be watched, he believes the extent of this
problem is relatively small and that its threat to
public health is rather limited to this immedi-
ate area.

In the upcoming weeks, city officials expect
that the property owner of the factory, the 300
West Company, will enter into discussions
regarding the extension of city water mains to
these Marengo Township properties in the area
that may be susceptible to the contamination,
as identified by the IEPA.

In the last three months, two vacancies in
the Public Works Department have been
filled by Tony Marcuccelli (right) and Brad
Grondfeldt (left).

Tony started on May 20 working primarily
out of the street division. He previously
worked for a family contracting service
bringing experience in underground infra-
structure and street maintenance.

Brad comes to us from Dupage County
Forest Preserve. He started on July 1 pri-
marily assigned to the Waster Water Treat-
ment Division.

Residential Street Paving Underway

side of the 200 block of South State Street.
As a preventative maintenance measure to
extend street life, city crews also will do 43
blocks of crack filling throughout the city.

Slated for milling and overlay are 18
blocks of residential streets including: West
Forest, 400 block; West Chapel, 400 block;
Riley, 300-500 blocks; North Page, 600-900
blocks; Third Avenue, 300-500 blocks; Fifth
Avenue, 300 block; Seventh Avenue, 300-400
blocks; East Van Buren, 200 block; East Jack-
son, 200 block; and the alley behind the west

On two 7-1 votes the City Council has

committed $27,900 to improve the drainage
along the 500 block of East Van Buren Street
and the 500 block of North East Street; and

contracted $15,900 for repairs (already com-
pleted) to major street failures, including the
cul de sac on Sunset and a 100 foot strip of
Georgeann that collapsed after emergency
repairs were made to a significant water main
break that occurred during the freeze/thaw
cycles this past winter.




Bus Service Rate Increase Effectlve September lst

In order to offset the increasing costs of the
Marengo Dial-a-Ride fares will be increasing |
on September 1st. For disabled persons, sen-
ior citizens and students, the fare will increase (..
from $.75 to $1.00. For the general public, |
the fare will increase from $1.50 to $2.00.
These fares will apply to riders in the city’s
corporate limits and also to riders who live in
Marengo or Riley Township.

Riders in Coral Township and the Village
of Union will see fares of $2.00 for disabled
persons, senior citizens and students and
$4.00 for the general public. Since 2008, the
City of Marengo has cost shared PACE bus
service charges with Marengo and Riley
Townships. The City Council decided that
Coral Township and Village of Union rider
fares should be higher due to these entities
declining to participate in cost sharing of the ~ program. Due to the rising costs associated ~ Negw Requirement:

program. with the program, the City Council reviewed B .

Over the last four years, the costs to the alternate programs with Pace but ultimately 24 —hour Advanced Notice
city and townships for Dial-a-Ride have more found the current program to be most cost One additional change to the service is
than doubled. Pace’s costs throughout effective, however changes would be needed {4t the Dial-a-Ride program previously al-

McHenry County for these types of services  to help bring down costs. In an effort to con-
have increased due to an increase in fuel, in-  trol the costs, the fares are being slightly in-
surance and capital costs associated with the  creased for the first time in nearly a decade.

lowed for 1 hour notice to schedule a ride. In
order to schedule a ride, you must now call
24 hours in advance of when you wish to be
picked up. The change notice does not mean
the bus will be in service less in Marengo,
but it does allow the bus to shut down for the
day earlier if no rides have been scheduled at
least 24 hours in advance, which will help
bring down the costs of the program.

In order to schedule a ride, you must now
call 24 hours in advance of when you wish to
be picked up.

+) pace

Hours for Dial-a-Ride:
Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

If you wish to schedule a ride call:
1-800-273-5939.

The Dial-a-Ride call center open:
Monday-Friday 6:30 a.m. — 7:00 p.m.

+) pace
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Fire/Rescue Services Provided For Area Residents

This year the Marengo Fire and Rescue
districts started sending eight paramedic stu-
dents to school. These students were selected
last September from an application and inter-
view process, and graduated from the Fire
Academy on July 30th. The students will go
through more than 1,000 hours of classroom
and clinical time. This will take the students
about 12 to 14 months to complete. While the
students are in school they will be shadowed
and mentored by the department’s paramed-
ics.

Districts Gets New Equipment
In upcoming days the Rescue Squad is
expecting the arrival of a third $14,000

StrykerPower Cot. Funding for this piece of
ambulance equipment has come through do-
nations from fundraisers by the Marengo Fire
and Rescue Association, and a $7,000 grant

from the Illinois Public Risk Fund. These cots

make it safer for patient transport, and also
reduces the chance of paramedic back inju-
ries. Along with upgrading paramedic equip-
ment the department has been finalizing the
specifications for the replacement of an am-
bulance. By the time delivery is made this
unit will replace an ambulance that has over
200,000 miles on it. Delivery is expected
around the first of next year.

BLS Transit Service Provided

To better serve our citizens, the Marengo
Rescue Squad District now offers non-
emergency Basic Life Support (BLS) ambu
lance transportation. Non-emergency trans
ports are for individuals who have a medical
necessity but not a medical emergency.

Examples of a non-emergency BLS transport
may be to and from a medical facility for di-
alysis treatment, chemotherapy, wound care,
or direct admission to a hospital.

Citizens can request return service trans-
port from the hospitals. Assuming the patient
has appropriate insurance coverage, non-
emergency BLS transports from nursing
home facilities for patients that cannot be
moved for medical treatment by any other
means than an ambulance stretcher. A pre-
qualifying written order from the physician
would be required. Presenting proof of insur-
ance will be needed if the department will be
processing the bill. To make a prequalified
appointment, or if you have any questions,

about non-emergency transports please tele-
phone number (815)355-7207, and please
provide three (3) advanced days notice.

Other District Services Offered

The districts offer CPR classes, which
includes CPR for healthcare workers. De-
pendent upon the location and size of the
class the department also offers on-sight
classes to local businesses.

The department offers station tours for
residents that would like to come to see our
stations/equipment . For additional informa-
tion for station tours or our CPR program
please call our station at (815) 568-8912.

MARENGQ

&

www.cityofmarengo.com




Email Updates

Want to stay connected with City happen-
ings? Have Marengo City Council agendas,
news releases, calendar’s of monthly meet-
ings and general updates delivered right to
your inbox. To register, go to
www.cityofmarengo.com and enter your
email address in the “subscribe to email up-
dates” box or stop by City Hall.

Overnight Street Parking

Parking is not allowed on any residential
street between the hours of 12:01 A.M. and
6:00 A.M. Central Business District parking
is not allowed between the hours of 2:00
A.M. and 6:00 A.M. Violators are subject to
a $25 ordinance violation fine, which needs
to be paid in 1-7 days.

E-Pay

As part of our ongoing commitment to
improve service to our residents, we are of-
fering the following electronic payment op-
tions at www.cityofmarengo.com:

o Water/sewer payments
e  Vehicle sticker payments
e Parking/ordinance violation payments

Payments can be made by MasterCard,
American Express, Discover and E-Check.
The convenience fee charged for using credit
services is not charged or collected by the
City of Marengo.

Settlers’ Days:
October 10-14

The Settlers’ Days parade is one of the
largest in McHenry County. Starting at
2:00 P.M. on Sunday, the parade is routed
on State Street and East Washington Street.
Kicking off the event on Thursday night at
the Prince and Princess Contest at MCHS.
The weekend includes Skinner’s Carnival
Friday-Sunday. The festival also includes
the Car Show, Tractor Pulls, Petting Zoo,
Pet Parade, Barrel Rides, Craft Fair, Side-
walk Coloring, Library Bake Sale, Pinochle
Contest, Water Fights, Fall Fun at Cody’s
Farm, Pumpkin Decorating, Bingo, Pan-
cake Breakfast, Scarecrow Decorating, 5K
Walk and Run, and much more! New this
year is the Exotic Animal Show.

“Saturday Night on Main” begins at
5:00 p.m. Come enjoy the popular music of

Garage Sales
A $5.00 garage sale permit application

can be printed at www.cityofmarengo.com or
picked up at City Hall The ordinance allows
an address to hold two garage sales yearly up
to six days. Only three signs are allowed to
advertise the sale. Signs must have their
own support and posted in the ground. At-
tachment of signs to telephone poles and city
or state signage is prohibited.

tent, a wide variety of food, live music, the
Dave Flemming Variety Show, Exotic Ani-
mal Show, Live Performers, and much
more!

Don’t forget to register your business,
school, church, or organization today for
the parade! For more information visit
www.settlersdays.com.

2013-14 Vehicle Stickers

The 2013-14 Vehicle Stickers will be
available for purchase beginning in June.
The cost is $20 per vehicle or $5 per vehicle
for those aged 65 and over. Fee’s are dou-
bled if purchased after July 31, 2013. Resi-
dents not displaying a current Vehicle
Sticker are subject to an ordinance violation
fine of $150. Funds raised from the purchase
of these stickers are used for street repairs.

The August 2013 Marengo Newsletter has been produced by the following staff members: Article contributors: Gary Boden, Joe Hallman, Joshua Blake-
more, Marengo Fire and Rescue District and Marengo Settlers Days Committee. Desktop publisher: Megan Lopez
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