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Wastewater Treatment Plant Construction
Starts Again with a New Design

Williams Brothers Construction of Peoria Both of the two planned increases would  curently at $180, the plan to cover the Treat-
Heights is beginning construction this month  be equal to about $1.00 per 1,000 gallons of = ment Plant’s design/construction cost and as-
on the $10,690,000 Wastewater Treatment water used. For an average four-person house- sociated debt service would increase the total
Plant expansion and upgrade project. The hold, the two increases would each add about  bill to $197 effective May, 2014. Then in the
project was started in August 2012 and to about $17 to the quarterly bill. With the second half of 2015 the anticipated quarterly
abruptly halted a few weeks later when it was  average quarterly Marengo residential bill bill would increase to $214.

determined that the design for the plant’s ex-
pansion could not be built due to the need to
significantly disrupt a covered abandoned
landfill located in close proximity to the exist-
ing plant.

The old design could have cost the City at
least $2 million to $6 million beyond the then
$11,355,000 contracted amount to appropri-
ately dispose of the excavated landfill mate-
rial. This overage could have totaled ten
times this amount range if it were to have
been determined that the soil debris was con-
taminated. With the prior design and con-
struction engineering firm (which had been
doing redevelopment work on the plant since
the late 1990’s) removed from the project, the
City engaged its city engineering firm, H.R.
Green of McHenry, to draw up a new plan.
The City Council approved the new plan ear-
lier this year, and on October 14 awarded Wil-
liams Brothers, the lowest of six bidders, the
contract to build the facilities.

During the same meeting, the Council ap-
proved a $12 million borrowing from the Illi-
nois Environmental Protection Agency to pay
for the construction and its associated project
costs for the plant’s design and construction
engineering. Payments on the 20-year bor-
rowing are scheduled to start in June 2015, six

months after the scheduled completion of the Areas depicted in blue show where the new construction will occur at the Treatment Plant. The original
construction plan that was abandoned last year called for construction of clarifiers to the Northeast of the
existing plant. This area is where the abandoned landfill is located and will remain undisturbed.

construction. Given that the IEPA loan pro-
gram is underwritten by the Federal Govern-
ment’s Clean Water Act program, the City’s
borrowing cost comes at the very favorable
rate of 1.93 percent per annum.

With the 14-month project starting up
again, the City Council will be called upon to
restore the sewer fund’s rate increase for just
the Treatment Plant’s construction. In No-
vember, 2012 the Council cut the rate increase
originally instituted in November, 2011 by 50
percent. In the next few months, it is expected
that the Council will act on a proposal to re-
store part of the reduced rate, effective May
2014, to a level equal to about 75 percent of
the original rate increase. The tentative plan
is then to bring the rate up to the 100 percent
level during sometime in the second half of
2015, shortly after the first of the 20 annual
debt service payments to the IEPA have been
made.
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Kishwaukee River Bottom Acquisition

Authorized by

91 Acres to be Picked-Uj

City Council

ass Subdivision

To preserve the floodplain and to ulti-
mately create a passive recreation area on the
south bank of the Kishwaukee River, on Sep-
tember 23, 2013, the City Council authorized
the expenditure of $225,000 for the purchase
of 91 acres located north of the Deerpass sub-
division from the Lenard Besinger, Jr. Estate.
With a $25,000 “down payment”, this land
purchase is being financed by a $200,000 note
over a seven year period at 3.41 percent. Cas-
tle Bank was selected through a competitive
quote process to make the loan which will be
paid back with $15,250 semi-annual pay-
ments beginning this upcoming April. Clos-
ing on the sale is expected within the next few
weeks.

It is envisioned that this ground, which is
all within the city limits, will be passively
developed someday with a recreational path
and perhaps a canoe launch. A small parking
lot area off the north end of the yet to be de-
veloped portion of Deerpass Meadows may
be an entry point to this ground. The property
extends three-quarters of a mile west from
Deerpass Road. Along the north property
line for about the first 1400 feet extending
west, the property borders the McHenry
County Conservation District’s Marengo

Ridge forest preserve that runs north from the
river along the west side of Deerpass Road.
The purchase recognizes the need to pre-
serve an easement for the undeveloped por-
tion of Woodbine Lane that, when built,
would allow traffic to come and go from the
west into the yet to be finished portion of the
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subdivision. The purchase will also reduce
the size of the yet to be platted seventh phase
(and final phase) of Deerpass Meadows by
taking 20 difficult-to-develop lots that, with
just a few exceptions, are all in the Kishwau-
kee’s flood plain.

Water Transponders Being Replaced in 201 4

On November 12, 2013, the City Council
authorized the final drafting of a contract to
replace the some 2500 transponders that are
attached to each of the water meters in Ma-
rengo. The existing transponders have been
in use for about 20 years, and are no longer
being manufactured. The city’s inventory of
replacements has dwindled and they are no
longer stocked by the manufacturer or by any
other area city that used to use them. Badger
Meter was selected from four companies that
submitted responses to the City’s request for
proposals. When the contract details are
completed it is expected that this project will
cost about $390,000, which will include the
subcontracted house-by-house installation of
the transponders. No increase in water/sewer
user fees will be needed for this project.

Installation is expected to start at the be-
ginning of next year, and will take about nine
months to complete. Appointments to put in

the transponders will be made directly by the
installers during day-time week-day working
hours. From start to finish, replacing the old
transponder with the new one, is expected to
take about 15 to 20 minutes. The devices,
which are about the size of a hand, are wired
to the water meter and attached in an interior
wall.

Different from the data collection process

now being used, these transponders will auto- s

matically send a signal to one of probably
two “gateway’ antennas strategically placed

in the city that then will transmit water usage |

data directly to the billing clerk in City Hall.
With the current transponders, Public Works
staff has to receive usage data from hand held
readers that picks up the low frequency trans-
ponder radio wave at street side. The new
process will eliminate the need for staff to
drive around a portion of the city every
month to get the current usage data.
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Capital Improvement Priorities
Approved by City Council

Following a September 30, 2013 Special Meeting and other prior discussions, the City
Council adopted a Capital Improvement Priority Plan that identifies five projects that would
be considered a notch above a “wish list”. Council adoption came with the understanding that
none of these five projects were prioritized over the others, but rather would be actively pur-
sued if funding -particularly from sources other than local rate and property tax payers- could
be secured. These projects generally emphasize improvements needed for existing infrastruc-
ture within the developed portions of the city. As adopted on October 14, the projects are:

¢ Continue to do mill and overlay street residential maintenance for at least the next
2-3 years in the range of $125,000 to $150,000 per year.

¢ Advance the development of a new water well and water treatment facility over the
shallow but thick aquifer on the west side of the city (assuming annexation). De-
velopment of this well site, as opposed to one in the east side “well field” recog-
nizes redundancy of water sources to the existing system.

¢ Connect and/or upsize water mains that surround the developed portions of the
city, which may include feeders to and from the South Street Water Tower. It is
intended to get water to flow from two-directions throughout the city.

¢ Pursue the sanitary sewer lining projects which will curtail infiltration of storm
water. The cost-effective targeted area for this project is on the north side of the
city, particularly those sanitary sewer lines that feed into the Stevenson Lift Station
and two parallel force mains running south-to-north toward the sewage treatment
plant, just to the west of the Stevenson Lift Station.

¢ Engage a planning contract with H.R. Green to determine sanitary sewer routing to
the newly annexed areas to the west and south which also addresses the options of
a primarily gravity feed interceptor transmission system, versus a more direct route
system that is more reliant upon a series of sewage lift stations.

Also during this meeting, the City Council formally established an October 31, 2014 dead-
line in which annexation fee waivers would no longer be given for targeted properties with the
Southwestern Comprehensive Plan Amendment area.

of heroin use, overdose and associated crimi-
nal activity.

Heroin is an insidious drug. Ruined lives
and death are tragic consequences that follows
in its wake. Previously heroin was more ma-
ligned and viewed as a social outcast in the
drug use hierarchy and confined to a smaller
segment of the population of illicit drug users,
but now it has become a more popular choice
due to the low cost and non-traditional ways it
can be ingested. Of course where there is a
™ market and demand, suppliers are soon to fol-
low.

Many have witnessed tragic events of our
youth being destroyed due to the nature of
heroin’s influence; unfortunately these trage-
dies are happening in Marengo. It must be
pointed out though, that this is not strictly a
law enforcement problem; it is a community
problem. The newly formulated task force
HEAT (Heroin Education / Enforcement Ac-
tion Taskforce) is the idea of McHenry

Recently the Marengo PD has become more
involved with a developing trend that bodes ill
for all of us. Law enforcement agencies are
seeing the resurgence of heroin as a
“mainstream” or “recreational” drug of
choice. Nationally and more specifically in
Marengo, we are seeing a growing problem

Justin Netzer
Named Water Foreman

Justin comes to us from Eden Prairie Minne-
sota and possesses a Class C water license
and a Class 4 wastewater license. His primary
functions will be overseeing the daily opera-
tion of the water department including but not
limited to water well production, storage
oversight, chemical balance and water quality
assurance. He brings 15 years of water distri-
bution experience to our community.

County Undersheriff Andrew Zinke to help
address this trend. The taskforce consists of
the Federal Drug Enforcement Agency, local
law enforcement, school officials, the County
Coroner, court services, parents of users, area
wide social services and others who are com-
mitted to raising the awareness of this issue
and developing strategies to stem heroin use.

As always, those involved in stemming this
problem encourage community assistance.
Recently the task force hosted a community-
wide information seminar on this issue at
McHenry County College. Over 250 con-
cerned individuals, stakeholders, reformed
users and medical personnel attended this ses-
sion. To address this issue on a community-
wide basis, the taskforce will be hosting some
additional informational sessions in the very
near future. Please contact Chief Hallman at
815-568-7231 if you desire to get involved or
need more information concerning the grow-
ing trend of heroin abuse.
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Emerald Ash Borer
Infestation
Causes DPW Crews

To Replace 100s of Trees —_

This past spring Public Works staff re-
moved approximately 100 Ash trees from city
right of ways. At least another 100 will be
removed next spring. These Ash trees had \
been infected with the Emerald Ash Borer, an |)
infestation that has plagued the upper Midwest |
for a few years. Ash trees became a popular ‘;ﬁ-
replacement for the stately Elm trees that lined ]
many streets. As many know the Elms were \
cut done in the 1950°s and 1960’s due the dev-
astation caused by the Dutch Elm disease that
sweep through major portions of the United
States.

About 80 Ash trees on public right of ways
were treated this year with a sprayed-on insec-
ticide. City staff determined that trying to
save these larger has significant aesthetic
value. Ifitis determined during the upcoming
spring that the spray treatment has had little
impact in saving these larger Ashes, they may
also have to be cut down and replaced.

For private property owners that have these ]
trees, one can tell if their Ashes are inflected if November 1, 2013 Owner Scott Sullivan, Mayor Donald Lockhart, Store Manager Tom

their crowns are barren of leaves. Another Marsh were present to cut the ribbon at the New Marengo Sullivan’s Foods. The 32,230 sq.
sign of Emerald Ash Borer infestation is if ft. grocery store is a part of a strip center that includes an additional 6,000 sq. ft. of retail
there is a boring mark on the tree truck in the | SPace designated for three more retail units. Opening of these smaller shops is expected in the
shape of a capital “D”. The Ash trees in our beginning of 2014. The retail center located on north side of E. Grant Hwy between Franks
area that have been hardest hit are those Rd. and Lindow Ln. also contains 2 out lots which are being marketed for other commercial
younger ones with 10-inch or less truck cali- | development. This project took approximately 18 months to complete, from the time the
pers. If about 50 percent of the crown is leaf- | cOmpany made it’s initial approach to the City of Marengo to it’s “Grand Opening”.

less, it probably would ineffective to try to
save the tree through an annual application of
insecticide. To treat an Ash with an insecti-
cide spay applied to the tree truck from ground
level up to about chest high (which should be
applied from mid-April to June 1) would cost
a property owner about $100 per year. It is
probable that these annual applications will
have to be repeated for many years, until the
insect is eradicated from the region.

Many of these Ashes were planted in the
1990’s and 2000’s by developers in response
to city subdivision requirements to establish a
“green” neighborhood presence. As a result,
the city is now focusing upon more tree spe-
cies diversification in its private and public
sector (re)forestation programming. For ex-
ample in a replanting that is about to be com-
pleted, Public Works crews are replacing the
cut down Ashes with tree varieties that include
Burr Oak, White Oak, American Linden,
Hackberry, Norway Maple and Red Maple.

For more information about how to deter-
mine if you have an Emerald Ash Borer prob-
lem, or what to do about it, please contact the | Al Grace is family owned discount appliance store, based in Rockford, had it’s “Grand Open-
Public Works Department at 815-568-2669. ing” for it’s Marengo Branch on October 19th.
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Regalia, Reminders and other References

Numerous variables on each snow/ice
event will dictate the preparation or response
to each event. Under “normal” 1-4 inch
snow fall of moderate duration, arterial roads
are plowed once or twice during the event
while the entire town will be cleared once
snow has subsided. The City has a fleet of 7

on “normal” snow events.

Marengo Ordinance 6.14 requires re-
moval of snow and ice accumulating on side-
walks or public walkways within 24 hours
after a snowfall. If removal is not possible
within that timeframe, surfaces may be
treated with salt or sand to lessen hazard for
pedestrians until weather permits.

As part of our ongoing commitment to
improve service to our residents, we are of-
fering the following electronic payment op-
tions at www.cityofmarengo.com:

e  Water/Sewer Payments
e Vehicle Sticker Payments
e Parking/Bond Ordinance violations

Payments can be made by Mastercard,
American Express, Discover or E-Check.
The convenience fee charged for using credit
services is not charged or collected by the
City of Marengo.

ings? Have Marengo City Council agendas,
news releases, calendar’s of monthly meet-
ings and general updates delivered right to
your inbox. To register, go to
www.cityofmarengo.com and enter your
email address in the “subscribe to email up-
dates” box or stop by City Hall.

Want to stay connected with City happen- |

Parking of travel trailers, utility trailers or
other recreational vehicles shall only be per-
mitted behind the front property line be-
tween the dates of April 15 and October 15.
After October 15 and prior to April 15, the
parking of travel trailers, utility trailers and /
or other recreational vehicles shall only be

total plow trucks, however only five are used permitted behind the setback line. Please call continental breakfast will be served , as well

City Hall with any questions.

Join Santa in lighting the City Christmas
Tree on Friday, December 6 @ 6:00 p.m.
The Santa parade begins at 6:00 p.m. in front
of the Fire Station, makes it’s way to the tree
lighting in the Municipal lot. After the tree
lighting, join Santa at the Marengo

United Methodist Church to tell him what

S

City Hall employees celebrated

Halloween 2013 as the cast of “GREASE”.

you want for Christmas, and a complimen-
tary, professional photograph of your mo-
ment with Santa.

The Marengo Park District is hosting the
annual Breakfast with Santa event on Satur-
day, December 14th from 9am-11am. Light

as a picture with Santa, and a coloring con-
test.

Santa loves reading your letters! Drop off
your letters to Santa between Nov 15th and
Dec 15th into the special North Pole mailbox
at the front entrance of Marengo Park Dis-
trict building. Be sure your name and return
address is on each letter so Santa can reply.

Approved Resolutions and Ordinances August, September, and October 2013

August
13-8-1

13-8-A Resolution to Temporarily Close Illinois State 23 (State Street)
13-5-B Resolution Establishing a Class II or Class III Designated Truck Route

September
13-9-1

Ordinance Authorizing the Sale or Disposal of Surplus Property Owned by the City of Marengo

Ordinance Authorizing the Execution of a Contract for the Purchase of Vacant Property Located Near 4701 Deerpass Road

13-9-2  Ordinance Authorizing the Execution of a Promissory Note to Fund the Purchase of Vacant Property Located Near 4701 Deerpass

Road

13-9-3 Ordinance Amending Section 33.07B, Number of Licenses Issued

October
*No Ordinance/Resolutions

Shull. Desktop publisher: Megan Lopez

The November 2013 Marengo Newsletter has been produced by the following staff members: Article contributors: Gary Boden, Chief Hallman and Jayson
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