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Marengo City Council 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

City Council Chambers 

132 E. Prairie St. 
Marengo, IL 60152 

May 9, 2011 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Donald Lockhart called the Regular Meeting of the City Council to order at 7:00 PM. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Lockhart led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL 
Present this evening are Mayor Donald Lockhart, Aldermen:  Carole Bartman, Corey Brackmann, Michael 

Smith, Mike Secor, Pat Signore and Steve DiMaria.  Also present are City Attorney Carlos Arevalo, Acting 
Chief of Police Joseph Hallman, Superintendent of Public Works Jim Craney, Building Commissioner 

Jayson Shull, Assistant City Administrator Joshua Blakemore, City Engineer David Johanson, and EDC 
Coordinator Timothy Neubeck Jr.  Absent this evening are Aldermen:  Erik DeBoer and Todd Hall. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Matt Keenum, 603 E. Washington Street, Marengo.  Expressed his concerns about the request for 

a variance on the part of the Florence Nursing Home.  His concerns involve the proposed increase to the 
size of the property, and possible flooding that may occur.   

 

Tammy Privett, 533 E. Washington Street, Marengo.  Expressed her concerns about the request 
for a variance on the part of the Florence Nursing Home, and the increased size of the new building.  She 

also expressed concern for flooding issues, and the lack of privacy to the homes north of the property.   
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A correction was noted on the Special City Council Meeting Minutes, under new business.  The balance 
owed on the Dispatch Center Counsel should read “about $53,000”.   

 
Alderman Carole Bartman made a motion, seconded by Alderman Mike Secor, to approve both the 

Special City Council Meeting minutes, with the correction indicated, and the Regular Meeting minutes for 
April 25, 2011.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  Brackmann, DiMaria, Bartman, Smith, 

Secor and Signore.  

 
OATH OF OFFICE:  ALDERMEN 

Carlos Arevalo, City Attorney, issued the oath of office for Aldermen:  Pat Signore (Ward 3), Carole 
Bartman (Ward 2) and Michael Smith (Ward 1).   

 

ROLL CALL 
Roll call was again taken, with the following persons present:  Mayor Donald Lockhart, Aldermen:  Carole 

Bartman, Michael Smith, Corey Brackmann, Steve DiMaria, Pat Signore, and Mike Secor. 
 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
Alderman Steve DiMaria presented a plaque to Michael Stanard, for the work that he has done for the 

Marengo-Union Tourism Council. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

a. List of Bills 
b. Salvation Army Red Kettle & Doughnut Days Request 

c. American Legion Poppy Days Request 
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d. 2011/2012 Staff Appointments 
 

Alderman Pat Signore made a motion, seconded by Alderman Steve DiMaria, to approve the consent 

agenda items.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  Signore, Secor, Brackmann, DiMaria, 
Bartman and Smith. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

a. Resolution Opposing Governor Quinn’s Proposal Regarding State Shared Income 

Tax Revenue. 
Alderman Carole Bartman made a motion, seconded by Alderman Mike Secor, to approve the resolution 

opposing Governor Quinn’s Proposal Regarding State Shared Income Tax Revenue.  The motion passed 
with an aye vote by Aldermen:  Smith, Brackmann, Signore, DiMaria, Bartman and Secor. 

 
b. Variance Request for 20519 Telegraph Street regarding Section 14.05 of the 

Marengo Municipal Code. 

Alderman Pat Signore made a motion, seconded by Alderman Michael Smith, to provide for a variance for 
the raising of chickens (a limit of 15 chickens at any given time) for personal use – minus roosters – and 

allow up to a maximum of 4 beehives on the property for non-commercial use, being limited to the 
current owner.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  DiMaria, Smith, Brackmann, Secor, 

Signore and Bartman. 

 
c. An Ordinance Authorizing Execution of an Annexation Agreement between the 

City of Marengo and North Star Trust for 102.75 acres of property located on the 
North Side of Pleasant Grove Road, West of Illinois Route 23. 

Alderman Signore addressed a checklist of 6 items that he felt the Council needed to consider on any 
annexation agreement:  1. Donations   2. Water (drinking and retention/detention) 3. Sewer  (capacity 

and usage) 4.Roads  (within the proposed development and the adjacent and arterial roads for that 

development) 5. Impact fees and 6. Density of project. 
 

Attorney Joseph Gottemoller, or Madsen, Sugden & Gottemoller, was present.  He represents Northstar 
Trust. He answered various questions posed by the Aldermen on the annexation agreement, lot sizes, 

bike path issues, road construction, etc.   

 
Jerry Trickett, 9406 Riley Road, Marengo – Interim Superintendent of Riley School, and speaking on 

behalf of Dr. Dan Bertrand (of the Marengo High School) read a prepared statement (attached).    
 

Alderman Pat Signore stated:  “I want to go on the record as saying that our current fee structure is just 
not correct for the current times.  We also do have to weigh in some of what this development brings to 

us in terms of residential estate development, which I find very attractive for us to have in our 

community.  I am very agreement with a lot of this project – the density and the proposal that is before 
us.  Obviously I had my 6 bullet points – impact fees only being one of them. And I just don’t know that I 

feel comfortable approving the agreement that is before us tonight because of exhibit D (schedule of 
impact fees and contributions) and we would be approving these fees as well.” 

 

Joshua Blakemore corrected information on 5C and 5D (about well and septic) the second sentence about 
(well and septic) being hooked up, in the event well and septic does fail, in the draft annexation 

agreement that is not the case.  Alderman Bartman clarified that in the annexation agreement, it is stated 
that if sewer and water are available, they are not required to hook up to it.     

 

Jim Condon, of the Condon Consulting Engineers, spoke on issues involving well and septic.  He 
explained that the County has rules that are quite stringent on well and septic.   

 
Dave Diamond, 602 Bauman Street, Marengo.  He is the Riley Township Road Commissioner.  He 

expressed concerns on the proposed road construction, and his opinion that the proposal is an inferior 
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standard to use for any subdivision within the County of McHenry.  He also asked the Council to look at 
what is being proposed and how it benefits the City of Marengo both now and in the future. 

 

David Johanson, City Engineer, that from an engineering standpoint, they can make it work (the 
proposed well and septic portion of the annexation agreement).  This would, however, by atypical for 

subdivisions.   
 

Alderman Michael Smith stated:  “My only concern is that, if we make an exception here, is that we set a 

precedent for future development.  The other thing is that if we say we are going to waive any fees, then 
what we have actually done is we have off-set the costs of future improvements to the rest of the City – 

whether it be for water and sewer or what have you – onto the existing residents and not onto the 
residents of this subdivision.” 

 
Josh Blakemore stated:  “From a staff viewpoint, sitting down with Jim, Jayson, Dave, the City attorney, 

we have all been through this very thoroughly.  I think that we got this agreement to a point where we 

are comfortable with what is in there.  Some of the big picture decisions were not our decision to make, 
and we took this agreement as far as we could without getting the Council’s direction from here on out.” 

 
Mayor Lockhart stated:  “In response to Alderman Smith, I believe that we have to take each one of 

these and look at them separately.  I know where you are coming from in treating everyone equal and so 

forth, especially on subdivisions.  Each one, the terrain is different, the locations are different, the type of 
homes are different, and I think that we really have to take each one for its own merit.” 

 
Mayor Lockhart requested that the Council take a 5-minute recess.  (Time is 8:40 pm.) 
 
The meeting reconvened at 8:45 pm. 

 

Glenn Volkening, 11318 Genoa Road, Genoa.  Carole Volkening, 11318 Genoa Road, Genoa, spoke on 
their research of different communities in the area on their various impact fees. 

 
Alderman Steve DiMaria stated:  “Times do change.  Sometimes fees go up and sometimes fees go down.  

There is nothing that says that it stays, or that it is always going to go up.  Everything is on an individual 

basis.   There are a lot of variables that come into play.  Timing is everything in life.  You could hit it at 
the high time – you could hit it at the low time.  Personally I bought my house in Marengo at the high 

time.  Do I regret moving here – NO.  But I know that my house is worth nowhere near what I paid for it 
because I was not at the right timing.  So, I think that we do need to be open.  A comparison to other 

communities is a huge help in seeing things.  It has turned into a business and it is no different than 
offering business incentives.  TIF Districts, BIPIM, you are competing with surrounding municipalities and 

communities and you have to make yourself attractive and be at least in the same ball park in the figures 

if you want to attract people to invest in your community.” 
 

Attorney Gottemoller spoke on behalf of his clients, and stated that if the Council and his clients could 
come to an agreement on the impact fees, then the black top would be fine.  

 

Mayor Lockhart has recommended, because there are questions on these proposed ordinances: road 
construction, impact fees being the main issues, it was decided that agenda items (c, d, and e) would be 

held over until the next meeting. 
   

d. An Ordinance Annexing approximately 102.75 acres owned by North Star Trust to 

the City of Marengo. 
 

e. An Ordinance Zoning 102.75 acres located on Pleasant Grove Road, West of 
Illinois Route 23, to R-1 Single Family District. 
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f. An Ordinance Authorizing Execution of a First Amendment to an Annexation 
Agreement by and between the City of Marengo and Marengo Development LLC, 

for property commonly known as Seven Oaks. 

Mayor Lockhart opened the discussion on this item, addressing the issue of flooding concerns.  Mr. 
Condon spoke on these concerns.   

 
Alderman Carole Bartman started the review of the different sections of the First Amendment, discussing 

among other things, the possibility of including a bike path in Neighborhood 1.  The issues requiring 

further consideration are the road construction and impact fees.  Item f, and g, will be held over to the 
next meeting. 

 
Mayor Lockhart requested that the Council meet to discuss the impact fees, and a meeting has been 

scheduled for the 19th of May at 7 pm.   
 

g. An Ordinance Rezoning certain property from R-1 Single Family District to R-5 

Multiple Family District (Pleasant Grove Estates) 
 

h. Discussion Regarding Annual Fire Prevention Water Line Fee. 
The suggestion was made to amend this ordinance (#99-4-3) to billed as used by applicable locations.  

The Council has recommended that this Ordinance be changed as suggested, and a pro-rata refund be 

applied to all the businesses that have paid the fee.   
 

i. Discussion regarding City Administrator search. 
The City has received two options for the search for the new City Administrator.  The general thought 

was to look search in Illinois, and surrounding states, but not nationally.  This matter was tabled at this 
time and will be reviewed at the next Council meeting. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 
a. 546 East Grant Highway – Florence Nursing Home – Variance Requests 

The drawings for the proposed addition to the Florence Nursing Home were reviewed.    
 

Tammy Privett, 533 E. Washington Street, Marengo.  Addressed concerns about the height of the new 

addition, and the lack of privacy for the properties that border this property.   
 

Tom VanOchten, 613 E. Washington Street, Marengo.  Expressed concerns about water problems that 
already exist, and what is going to happen with an even bigger building taking up more ground space.  

Also felt going to 2-stories was not to a benefit to homeowners in that area. 
 

Joe Mesiak, 533 E. Washington Street, Marengo.  Spoke about the water problem from the previous year, 

from the downspouts on the existing nursing home.  He concerns are with the bigger building taking up 
land, where is the water going to go.   

 
Alderman Steve DiMaria made a motion, seconded by Alderman Pat Signore, to deny the variance 

request, as presented, by the Florence Nursing Home.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  

Smith, Bartman, Brackmann, DiMaria, Signore and Secor. 
 

b. Discussion of FY 2011/2012 Budget 
Alderman Steve DiMaria made a motion, seconded by Alderman Mike Secor, to approve the FY2011/2012 

Budget as presented.  The motion passed with an aye vote by Aldermen:  DiMaria, Secor, Smith, Signore, 

Bartman and Brackmann. 
 

c. Discussion Regarding Payment of Impact Fees 
Mayor Lockhart requested that a special meeting be held for the discussion of impact fees.  This meeting 

has been set for the 19th of May 2011 at 7 PM.   
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MAYOR’S STATEMENT AND REPORTS 
No statement or report this evening. 

 

DEPARTMENT HEAD AND STAFF REPORTS 
Jayson Shull, Building Commissioner.  Report was in packet.   

 
Jim Craney, Superintendent of Public Works.   Section 2 was completed today for brush pick up.  

Continuing with projects to the best of their ability.  The VFD is complete at this time.    

 
Timothy Neubeck Jr., EDC Coordinator.  The EDC has a meeting on Tuesday.  There are 11 

positions, and currently they are short 5.  Reappointments need to be made. 
 

Joseph Hallman, Acting Chief of Police.  Report is in packet.  Radio room initial transaction was very 
uneventful.  Going through procedural adjustments with Lake In The Hills at this time.  Reviewed the fees 

being charged currently for liquor licenses.  Discussed M-8 situation.  

 
David Johanson, City Engineer.  His report is in the board packet. 

 
Joshua Blakemore, Assistant City Administrator.  Thanked the Council for their approval of the 

budget.  The cash situation is being monitored on a daily basis. 

 
Carlos Arevalo, City Attorney.  No report. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Mayor Lockhart stated that there would not be a need to go into Executive Session this evening. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

There was no further business to come before the meeting.  Aldermen Pat Signore made a motion, 
seconded by Alderman Mike Secor, to adjourn.  The motion passed with a voice vote. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 10:20 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Constance J Boxleitner 
City Clerk 

 

Attachment:  Marengo Area Schools statement from Jerry Trickett and Dr. Dan Bertrand 
 




