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2016 Annual Drinking Water Report 
(Continued) 

IS THERE LEAD IN YOUR DRINKING WATER? 
     The City of Marengo Public Works De-
partment performed the IEPA required testing 
for lead in the drinking water in 2015 and 
passed. We currently treat the water with 
phosphate to control the levels of lead in the 
drinking water as part of our routine distribu-
tion process.   
     This does not guarantee that the water 
from your faucet is lead free.  Typically, lead 
gets into your water after it leaves the City’s 
mains.  Source of lead in your home’s water 
system,  is most likely lead pipes or lead sol-

der in your home’s own plumbing. If you are 
concerned about lead in your drinking water 
here are some actions that you can take: 
     Flush your pipes before drinking – any-
time that water has not been used for six 
hours or longer flush the cold water until it 
becomes as cold as it will get. 
     Only use cold water for consumption – 
use only water from the cold water tap for 
drinking, cooking and especially for making 
baby formula.  Hot water is likely to contain 
higher levels of lead. 

     Have your water tested – Since you can-
not see, taste, or smell lead dissolved in water 
testing is the only sure way of knowing if 
there are harmful quantities of lead in your 
water. 
     

      If you would like information on hav-
ing your home’s water tested for lead 
please contact the Public Works Depart-
ment at (815) 568-2669. 
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