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City Council to Redraw Ward Boundaries 
Last map done in 1999 used 1990 data 
     Expected in late August or early Septem-
ber, the City Council will make a decision 
about the realignment of aldermanic districts.  
The last redistricting occurred in 1999, and 
used 1990 census data when Marengo had a 
population of 4,864.  The 2010 Census reads 
Marengo’s population at 7,648. By the time 
the last redistricting occurred the city’s popu-
lation was beginning a notable period of 
growth.   At the same time the City’s growth 
seems not to have been evenly spread 
throughout the four wards.  It appears that the 
wards have been out of balance for quite some 
time, even perhaps to when the 1999 redis-
tricting was done, given that it was developed 
with nine-year old data. 
 

      
     A  recently released  2013 US Census Bu-
reau’s population  estimate shows a slight 
decline of 128 (about 1.7%) from the 2010 
Census.  Marengo’s population still stands at 
7,520, or 54.7% higher than the 1990 count.  
While the recently annexed ground to the 
south has had a big impact on the city’s geog-
raphy, its impact on the city’s population is 
hardly noticeable.  Coupled with the  nine (9) 
residential building permits issued since the 
2010 Census, the additional population caused 
by the new construction and the annexations 
would probably offset about a third of the 128 
estimated population loss.   Since growth 
since 2010 is effectively flat, it is believed to 
be reasonable to develop new districts from 

the 2010 census.  
     It is intended to develop wards as much as 
possible by grouping reasonably identifiable 
“neighborhoods”.   Obvious boundaries such  

as the railroad tracks, highways, arterial 
streets, and areas where there are concentrated 
populations will be used to define a neighbor-
hood.    Hopefully the grouping of these 
neighborhoods will acceptably determine 
ward boundaries.  But please note that the 
population doesn’t neatly align with the geog-
raphy.  For example, USH 20 is a recogniz-
able north-south dividing line in our commu-
nity.  Unfortunately, the population doesn’t 
brake as neatly; there are 4,087 people north 
of Grant Highway, and 3,561 to the south. 
     Not included in the census data, is the 3.1 
square miles of land annexed on the South  
edge of the City in 2013.    

City of Marengo Ward Population 
   Amount, %age 
   Above/(Below) 
   Average Ward 
Ward Population Population 
 
1  2,333  421 22.0% 
2  1,794  (148) (6.2%) 
3 1,293  (619) (32.4%) 
4 2,228  316 16.5% 

City of Marengo, Illinois 
Population 1990-2012 

 
  US Census 
    Year  Estimates 

 
1990  4,864 
1992  5,101 
1994  5,256 
1996  5,354 
1998  5,439 
2000  6,418 
2002  6,616 
2004  7,215 
2006  7,455 
2008  7,559                              

                  2010                     7,657* 
2012  7,593 

 
    *The official 2010 Census totaled 7,648. 

The current Marengo Ward Map, developed in 1999 shows a much smaller City than what exists today.  While recent 
annexations have brought the City limits to just South of the tollway, about 4.5 miles from downtown,  it is estimated 
that the City added no more than about 20 people to its population.   
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Kevin Drinka  
Announced as  
New Library Director 
     With a library move on the horizon, 
Kevin Drinka had to hit the ground running 
when he was named the new Library Director 
of the Marengo-Union Library in April.  
Originally from Crystal Lake, Illinois, Drinka 
worked for the Maricopa Public Library in 
Arizona for eight years before accepting the 
Library Director position in Marengo.  When 
he started with the Maricopa Public Library 
in 2006, Drinka was a part time Library As-
sistant who worked his way up to Senior Li-
brary Coordinator.   
     Drinka is looking forward to the library’s 
move across town.  Talking about the new 
building, Drinka said that he is most excited 
about the amount of space the library is gain-
ing for patrons.  This new space will allow 

for an updated nonfiction collection and the 
addition of new collections, such as video 
games and Blu-rays.  With the changing na-
ture of today’s modern library, Drinka views 
the move to the new location to be a great 
time to add additional technology to the 
growing list of amenities available to library 
patrons.  Drinka envisions adding news pro-
grams to the library computers, and also mak-
ing internet-based media players, such as 
Roku boxes, available for check out.   
     Looking toward the future, Drinka is hop-
ing to add some bigger programs at the li-
brary.  One program he is most excited about 
is an annual Star Wars Day at the library.  
“This won’t be a kids only event,” said 
Drinka.  “There will be events throughout the 
day for the whole family, and maybe some 
guest appearances, too!” 

The Marengo-Union Library is moving to a new location! We are more than doubling our 
square footage, plus we’ve added a number of great features, including a large meeting room 
(with a capacity of 70) and three smaller ones. There is also a computer lab, a Local History 
room, and a Friends of the Library room. Not only that, all of our collections will be on the 
shelves instead of portions being in storage. For the future, planned upgrades to the computer 
lab include the addition of programs such as Adobe Elements as well as a 3-D printer. 
     The newly renovated building is at 19714 East Grant Highway in Marengo. Our website 
(www.muld.org) and phone number (815-568-8236) will remain the same. The State Street 
location will be closed starting on  Monday, August 18th. Come visit us at our new place after 
Labor Day—we look forward to seeing you there. The library’s Grand Opening event is 
scheduled for October, so stay tuned! 

Marengo-Union Library 
Is on the Move 

http://www.muld.org/�
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Fire Department Updates 
New Cardiac Monitor;  
Knox Box Program 
Knox Box Program 
     As a property owner, have you ever 
thought about what would happen if there 
was a fire or medical emergency at your 
property? How would the Firefighters or 
Paramedics gain access to your property? 
Without a key readily available to first re-
sponders it may be necessary for emergency 
personnel to force entry to your home or 
business causing costly damage to doors and 
windows, while also delaying access to your 
emergency. In order to provide a faster and 
secure service to our community, the Ma-
rengo Fire and Rescue District has adopted 
the knox box rapid entry system.   
     The knox box is a secure way for first 
responders to gain access to you in the event 
of an emergency. The knox box allows for 
firefighter and paramedics to gain immediate 
access to your emergency without causing 
any damage or delay. It minimizes costly 
repairs caused by forcible entry, and allows 
your property to be immediately re-secured. 
The knox box is mounted on a convenient 
location, on an exterior wall of your property. 
The Fire Department is the only agency that 
will have access to your knox box. If you are 
interested in knox box please call the Fire 
Department at 815-568-7221. 
 
Purchase of New Cardiac Monitor 
     The department recently received one new 
cardiac monitor. The new monitor will re-
place the well-worn monitor that has been in 
service since 2008. The new cardiac monitor 
was placed into service on the first of July, on 
one of the departments primary response am-
bulances. Fire and Rescue personnel con-
ducted trials on several cardiac monitors be-
fore choosing the upgraded model of our cur-
rent cardiac monitor. The new monitor pro- 
vides all therapies that are standard in emer-
gency ambulances. New state of the art tech-
nology allows paramedics to continually  
monitor cardiac rhythms. The upgraded 
monitor allows for hands free monitoring of 
vital signs, measurement of oxygen, and car-
bon dioxide levels in the blood, as well as 
carbon dioxide levels in expired air. Para-
medics are able to transmit heart rhythms, 
and EKG data to Hospitals, allowing for 
more efficient care upon a patients arrival at 

the emergency department. This upgrade al-
lows paramedics to provide a higher level of 
patient care, and detect cardiac problems ear-
lier. Department paramedics spent many 
hours researching, and field testing the new 
cardiac monitor to ensure that the citizens of 

our community have the best lifesaving tech-
nology available. Fire and Rescue personnel 
are eager to take advantage of the most up-to-
date technology in advanced life support. 

Prospect Street Completed 

Ash Tree  
Removal Program  
Nears End for the Year 

     Currently our Public Works Department 
has 3 dedicated employees working on the 
removal of the smaller infected Ash Trees.  A 
contractor was hired to take down 16 of the 
largest dead Ash Trees.   City crews will be 
back out on the streets removing Ash Trees 
during the end of this summer. There was 
about 100 trees removed last year and about 
another hundred remove this year.  The next 
step in this project is the replacement of these 
trees.  It is anticipated that more Ash Trees 
will be removed next year. 

With the August 11 activation of the new traffic signals on Grant Highway and Prospect Street, the $3.1 million 
Prospect Street intersection improvement project has been completed.  While the Illinois Department of Transporta-
tion has not warranted signalization at STH 176 and Prospect Street,  that intersection was constructed with under 
road conduit already in place so that signalization can be simply installed when the time comes. 
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Transponder Change-out Program  
Nearing End 
Have you had your remote water meter reader replaced ? 
     As of mid-August 1,701 water users have either had their trans-
ponders changed out or have made appointments to get them replaced.   
The remote water meter reader (transponder) is used to take water 
usage readings in order to produce the city’s water and sewer user’s 
bill.   With some recent advertising and direct telephone calls to mul- 

tiple property owners, the installation of these new devices has picked 
up.   While the targeted completion date for the transponder replace-
ment program remains September 30 of this year, it seems that we are 
on pace to be about 350 (out of 2,566) users short of achieving this 
goal. 
     During its July 28 meeting, the City Council briefly discussed 
what could be done to get the last of the “stragglers” to make a com-
mitment to make an appointment to change out their transponders.  
Included in the discussion was the notion of adding a surcharge to the 
quarterly water/sewer bill to those who haven’t complied. 
     As has been indicated previously, the process is simple and usually 
takes about 15 minutes to change out a residential remote reader unit, 
and it doesn’t cost the water/sewer user any additional fee.  The entire 
program is paid by money saved through the city’s budgeting for 
capital improvements for the water/ sewer system. 
     To make an appointment to replace your transponder, please 
call HBK Water Meter Services at 847-202-4389.  HBK is the con-
tractor the city uses to do this work.  To date we have not received a 
single complaint about their work or professionalism.  

Water Main Replacement Design Underway 
Work to be done on the Northwest Side either late fall or early spring 
      In order to possibly save construction expenditures, a decision has 
been made to bid the water main replacement project on West Van 
Buren Street, Willow Road and Sunset Drive with either an October 
2014 or April 2015 start-up date.   City engineers have indicated that 
they have seen prices increase as the construction season extends 
through this year, and think it is due to the fact many firms already 
have similar work under contract for this construction season.  As a 
result fewer companies from farther distances may be the only ones in 
position to contract for the project this year. 
     Marengo’s project, currently estimated at $738,400, was made 
possible by the City Council approving a water system improvement 
bond issue earlier this summer.  Payment for this project, along with 
construction of a new west side water well and associated water mains 
(scheduled for 2015), will come at no additional cost to the city water 
user due to the cost savings from the refinancing of existing water/
sewer debt and the extension of debt service into the future at a rate 
equal to or less than the existing debt payments.  This project will 
replace worn out “transite” water main with far more enduring PVC 
piping.  DPW crews have had to fix several main breaks in this area 
over the past few years. 
     In the next few weeks, the City will be contacting residents in the 
project area to see if they would like to replace their old sanitary 
sewer laterals.  Because their streets will be resurfaced immediately 
following the water main replacement, the residents can save money 
between now and next Spring since they would not have to pay for the 
street restoration.  Many houses in this 1950’s subdivision were built 
with inferior “Orangeburg” sewer laterals. 
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E-Pay 
     As part of our ongoing commitment to 
improve service to our residents, we are of-
fering the following electronic payment op-
tions at www.cityofmarengo.com: 
• Water/Sewer Payments 
• Vehicle Sticker Payments 
• Parking/Bond Ordinance violations 
     Payments can be made by Mastercard, 
American Express, Discover or E-Check.  
The convenience fee charged for using credit 
services is not charged or collected by the 
City of Marengo. 
 
Garage Sales 
     A $5.00 garage sale permit application 
can be printed at www.cityofmarengo.com 
or picked up at City Hall.  The ordinance 
allows an address to hold two garage sales 
yearly for up to six consecutive days with 
the ability to split the six days into two con-
secutive weeks.  Only three signs are al-
lowed to advertise the sale.  They are to be 
displayed during the dates of the sale and are 
to be removed 24 hours after the sale.   Signs 
must have their own support and are to be 
posted in the ground.  Attachment of signs to 
telephone poles, trees, traffic signals or any 
city, state or federal signage is not allowed. 
 
Email Updates 
     Want to stay connected with City happen-
ings?  Have Marengo City Council agendas, 
news releases, calendar’s of monthly meet-
ings and general updates delivered right to 
your inbox.  To register, go to 
www.cityofmarengo.com and enter your 
email address in the “subscribe to email up-
dates” box or stop by City Hall. 
 

 
2014-15  Vehicle Stickers 
     The 2014-15 Vehicle Stickers are still on 
sale.  The cost is $40 per vehicle or $10 per 
vehicle for those aged 65 or over.  Fees have 
doubled since August 1, 2014.  Residents not 
displaying a current vehicle sticker are sub-
ject to an ordinance violation fine of $150.    
 
Overnight  Street Parking 
     Parking is not allowed on any residential 
street between the hours of 12:01 A.M.  and 
6:00 A.M. Central Business District parking 
is not allowed between the hours of 2:00 
A.M.  and 6:00 A.M.  Violators are subject 
to a $25 ordinance violation fine.   
 

 
Travel Trailers & Recreational Vehicles    
     Parking of travel trailers, utility trailers or 
other recreational vehicles shall only be per-
mitted behind the front property line be-
tween the dates of April 15 and October 15.  
After October 15 and prior to April 15, the 
parking of travel trailers, utility trailers and/
or other recreational vehicles shall only be 
permitted behind the building setback line.  
 
Water Meter Transponder Replacement    
    Please contact HBK at 847-202-4389 to 
have your water meter transponder replaced.  
Appointments take anywhere from 15-30 
minutes and there is no cost to the residents.    
 

www.cityofmarengo.com 

Regalia, Reminders and other References 

The August 2014 Marengo Newsletter has been produced by the following staff members: Article contributors: Gary Boden, Marengo-Union Library, and 
Marengo Fire Department.  Desktop publisher: Megan Lopez 

Approved Resolutions and Ordinances May, June and July 2014 
14-5-1 An Ordinance Authorizing the Sale or Disposal of Surplus Property Owned by the City of Marengo 
14-5-2 An Ordinance Authorizing Execution of a Second Amendment to An Annexation Agreement by and between the City of Marengo
 and Marengo Development, LLC for Property Commonly Known as Pleasant Grove Estates 
14-5-3 An Ordinance Authorizing Execution of a First Amendment to an Annexation Agreement by and between the City of Marengo  
 and North Start Trust 
14-5-4 An Ordinance Rezoning 50 Acres South of O’Connell Road and Indian Oaks Trail to R-1 Single Family District 
14-5-5 An Ordinance Rezoning 65 Acres located at the Northeast Intersection  of Meyer & Pleasant Grove Roads to R-5 Multiple Family 
 District and B-2 Neighborhood Business District 
14-5-6 An Ordinance Rezoning 40 Acres on Pleasant Grove Road to R-5 Multiple Family District 
14-6-1 An Ordinance Authorizing the Sale or Disposal of Surplus Property Owned by the City of Marengo 
14-6-2 An Ordinance Establishing Prevailing Wage Rates for the City of Marengo 
14-6-3 An Ordinance Authorizing and Providing the Issue of $4,975,000 GO Bonds 
14-7-1 An Ordinance Authorizing the Sale or Disposal of Surplus Property Owned by the City of Marengo 
14-7-2 An Ordinance Making the Appropriation for Corporate Purposes for the FY 14/15 
14-7-A A Resolution to Temporarily Close Illinois State Rout 23 (State Street) 

Above:  The City of Marengo has contracted Cindi Carrigan at Carrigan Designs to create our new website.  We 
are very pleased with the results and we hope the community will be too.  The City of Marengo is also excited to 
announce that we will be on Facebook in the next few weeks, so please follow us there with up to date information. 
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