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Drinking Water Quality in the City of Marengo
Frequently Asked Questions
Drinking water quality in the City of Marengo is generally
great. The system consists of three wells which pull groundwater
from an underground water supply called an aquifer. The supply
originates from this shallow aquifer which provides drinking water
for the city of Marengo. An aquifer is a soil, gravel, or rock formation that contains and allows the movement of water. Rock
which can be solid can actually have very small voids or poor
spaces which can hold significant amounts of water. Water withdrawn from the ground is replenished by moving water that is
moving in to take its place. Rainfall percolates through the soil
moving downward until it eventually reaches the water table.
Some areas around Marengo have layers of impermeable stone,
clay, and sand between the surface and the aquifer called confining layers.
Impermeable confining layers above the aquifer serve to isolate
the water supply below from containments introduced from the
environment above the surface. These confining layers are more
than likely not continuous but they do provide an added measure
of protection for our water supply.
Listed below are frequently asked questions and answers in
response to the quality of the drinking water in Marengo:

Q: Are there more pollutants in the drinking water today
than there were 25 years ago?
A: Not in Marengo’s water systems. All wells are in a well
water protection area that makes it a very safe source of
drinking water. There are batteries of tests performed on
our water at its source, during treatment, and at the tap to
ensure the water is totally safe for consumption. The city
of Marengo completes tests daily, monthly, and quarterly
to meet EPA standards.
Q: Do I need to take special precautions with the drinking water?
A: Some people may be more vulnerable to drinking contaminants than the general population.
Q: Is new water better than treated water?
A: Very little water on earth is new most of our water has
been touched by human or animal activity. Even in pristine wilderness areas studies have found bacteria contaminating the water Therefore it is always better to consume water that has been treated.
Q: Is the fluoride & chlorine in the drinking water safe?
A: YES! When added to water, fluoride greatly improves
dental health. Long term qualitative studies have shown
that fluoride in drinking water is actually reversing tooth
decay among adults. We’ve known for years that fluoride
enhances the formation of enamel on the teeth of growing
children, but now that many decades of fluoride use can
be documented, we are seeing significant long term benefits to older generations as well. By law, all public water
systems must ensure the drinking water is not only safe at
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Water Quality
Frequently Asked Questions
the point of origin, but also at the point of use. Marengo’s
well water does not contain any bacteria! The treatment
process prevents the introduction of germs, to ensure your
drinking water remains safe through many miles of water
main, a very small amount of chlorine is added before the
water leaves the treatment sight.
Q: What is the hardness of the city’s water?
A: Hardness in the water is an expression of the amount of
dissolved minerals. The two most common minerals found
dissolved in drinking water contributing to water hardness
are calcium carbonate and magnesium carbonate. The hardness of the water (IRON), ranges in Marengo from .49 to 1.4
parts per million (PPM). As of June 2015, Marengo’s level
is at .80 PPM. With this being said, Marengo does have an
elevated hardness level in the water. Currently, the city does
not have the capabilities to treat the hardness in the water.
Q: When my water comes out of the tap, it looks cloudy but
then clears up. Should I be concerned?
A: The cloudy water is caused by tiny air bubbles in the water

similar to bubbles in carbonated soft drinks. After a while,
the bubbles rise to the top and escape into the air. This type
leaves the treatment system, it will travel through pipes in
the frozen ground to your home. The water is cooled and is
not able to retain as much oxygen but because the water is
trapped in the pipe, the oxygen cannot escape. When the tap
is opened, the water is no longer trapped inside the pipes
and the oxygen immediately begins to escape or bubble to
the surface causing the cloudy appearance of the water.
Q: What if my water has an unusual odor?
A: There are many factors that can be causing this. They are as
follows: an aging hot water heater or old steel, lead, cast
service connections to the water main.
Q: How can I find information about the water quality for
the City of Marengo?
A: The water quality report can be found at cityofmarengo.com/
water-sewer/ or by calling the Public Works Department at
815-568-2669 Any further question, please contact the City
of Marengo at 815-568-7112.

This strip of recently seeded grass, and corresponding street patch located on W. Van Buren Street covers the new water main that was installed during the summer in this
neighborhood. W. Van Buren, along with Willow Rd. and Sunset Drive are scheduled to be resurfaced in this fiscal year. This project is scheduled to bid in August 2015 and
authorized for construction by the City Council in September, assuming the bids are reasonably in the City’s expenditure capability. Otherwise, this project will be rebid for
Spring construction.
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2015 Street Resurfacing Program
Authorized by City Council
On August 10, the City Council authorized
the resurfacing of 1.1 miles of residential
streets in Marengo for an estimated cost of
$252,623. In paying for this resurfacing, the
City Council significantly exceeded the annual $125,000 allocation for repaving. But
they did so by drawing down the relatively
healthy General Fund Balance by $74,104
and by assigning $53,518 of the Willow
Road/Sunset Drive /West Van Buren Street
repaving to the just completed water main
replacement project. Based upon the city
engineer’s opinion, 25 percent of the resurfacing of streets in this northwest side neighborhood will be attributed to the main replacement which is funded by a previously authorized bond issue.
In doing so, the City Council authorized a
bid letting for the October-November resurfacing of Willow/Sunset / West Van Buren.
The work in this neighborhood will be the
final action related to the just completed three
-month water main replacement project. The
end-of-season resurfacing of these streets is
estimated at $214,073. If the bids come in too
high, Council is reserving the right to reject
the bids when they come in next month and
then relet the project for spring construction
with the hope and understanding that the project could become cheaper when contractors’
schedules are not so jammed.
Also this fall the Public Works crew will
pave five blocks in three separate locations.
Due to another (emergency) water main replacement that took place earlier this year, the
one block of Geraldine Court between Riley
Drive and Mildred Drive will be repaved.
Additionally, one block of Grace Street, between East Van Buren and Stevenson Street,
and three blocks of Page Street, between Fifth
Avenue and Eighth Avenue will be resurfaced. The Page Street project will complete
a three-phased resurfacing plan of this street
that starting from Telegraph Street (STH
176), heading to its northern terminus. The
material cost of this in-house work is estimated at $38,550.
Street Repaving Funding Issues
While it is recognized that resurfacing of
uncomplicated residential streets is probably
more cost-effective if it were done in-house
by DPW, staffing levels really don’t allow
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Geraldine Court is scheduled for street resurfacing this fall. This street was dug up this Winter/Spring to fix a major
water main break. This street was barricaded to through traffic for several months.

much time commitment to repaving projects.
Other than some extensive patching projects,
DPW didn’t repave any edge-to-edge streets
last year. This year Sunset was contemplated
to be done in-house, but given the economyof-scale by having the more complex Willow
and West Van Buren portions of the
neighborhood committed to be repaved by
contract, the estimated cost of doing Sunset
in-house versus by contract came out to be
about “a wash”.
The $125,000 initially budgeted this year
comes from uncommitted money that is onhand in the Motor Fuel Tax Fund. Next year
all of the allocations from this state-sourced
fund will either be committed to debt service
for the Prospect Street project completed in
2014, or for essential street maintenance materials, such as road salt. The ability to count
on the General Fund in upcoming years as a
funding source may be a problem. The General Fund has been the primary source of
street division operations funding. With pressure coming from the state to limit municipal
revenue growth, next year’s street projects
may be focused on an extensive and cheaper
crack-filling program that would extend the
life of some of the city’s minor arterial
streets.

Street Money
Marengo has averaged just over a mile of
street paving per year over the last five year.
In 2014 only a half mile of residential street
paving was done; this was the year that the
very expensive Prospect Street project was
completed. This year about two- thirds of the
street repaving work will be contracted out to
resurface the Willow/Sunset/West Van Buren
neighborhood.
Street Resurfacing
2011
1.0 miles
2012
1.3 miles
2013
1.6 miles
2014
1.0 miles
2015
1.1 miles
In the early part of this decade funding came
from development fees set asides, augmented
by cash from the General Fund. With development significantly reduced due to the recessionary economy, the main funding source for
the street work shifted to reserves in the Motor
Fuel Tax receipts allocated by the state, again
augmented by the General Fund. After 2015,
MFT dollars will not be a funding source for
street work.
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Check Out the Library
Written by: Kevin Drinka
The Marengo-Union Library has a lot to
offer everyone! For starters, we are now featuring a Roku box, which uses your home’s
WiFi to stream Netflix movies to your television. Best of all, you may check this item out
for up to two weeks. Besides DVDs, the library has Blu-ray movies and video games
available to our patrons. (BTW, if you have
gently used video games— for Xbox 360,
Xbox One, PS3, PS4, Wii U, or Nintendo
3DS—please consider donating them to
MULD.)
There are story times for infants, toddlers,
and preschoolers—take a look at our website
or give us a call for days and times. We also
have book clubs for grade school children:
Reading Rocks (Grades 1-2), Bookworms
(Grades 2-3), and Page Flippers (Grades 4-5).
The Youth department is planning a big event
to celebrate Halloween that will include scary
stories and a costume parade.
The whole family can enjoy the monthly
Friday Night Family Movie, especially now
that the movie is shown on the large HD TV
in our meeting room! We feature new and
classic children’s movies; beverages and
snacks are always provided. There is also a
monthly Thursday Matinee for those who
prefer films for the grown-up crowd. Various
programs for both children and adults are
scheduled throughout the year. Monthly calendars are available at the front desk, or you
can check the library’s website calendar for
upcoming events (some require preregistration).

And, let us not forget books. We have them
for all ages, both fiction and non-fiction.
From board books for little ones to popular
series for grade-schoolers, manga for the teen
set, and bestsellers for adult, we offer a terrific variety. Our library has audio books and
Large Print books as well. Reading is so important for both children and adults-- stop on
by and stock up on books by your favorite
authors (and maybe some new ones, too).
MULD has a wonderful Friends of the
Library group. Through their generosity, the

library has been able to purchase many popular extras. The Friends Book Store is having
an “End of Summer Sale” through September
12th-- all books are priced at 25¢ each or 5
for $1.00. Plus, don’t miss out on the Friends’
Bake Sale (from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. on
Saturday, October 10th) for scrumptious
homemade baked goodies!
Come visit the Marengo-Union Library at
19714 East Grant Highway in Marengo.
Browse our website (www.muld.org), and call
us at 815-568-8236.

Settlers’ Days October 8 – 12, 2015
This is our 45th year celebrating Settlers’
Days, and a time when our residents all come
together to enjoy the festivities. This year’s
parade will kick off on Sunday at 2:00 p.m.
and will be led by Grand Marshals Rodger,
William and John Brandt; the parade is
routed on State Street and East Washington
Street.
To begin this year’s event, the Prince and
Princess Contest will be held at MCHS on
Thursday evening.
The weekend includes Skinner’s Carnival
Friday-Sunday. The festival also includes the
Craft Fair, Bags Tournament, Touch-ATruck, Petting Zoo, Pet Parade, Barrel Rides,
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Sidewalk Coloring, Pinochle Contest, Water
Fights, Fall Fun at Cody’s Farm, Pumpkin
Decorating, Bingo, Pancake Breakfast, and so
much more!
“Saturday Night on Main” begins at 5:00
p.m. Come enjoy great live music, the beer
tent, a wide variety of food, entertainment
and much more!
Don’t forget to register your business,
school, church, or organization today for the
parade! This is a low cost way to advertise
($30 for businesses, free for non-profit organizations). For more information visit
www.settlersdays.com.
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A Municipal Revenue Source with Variability and Flexibility

Marengo’s (Relatively Low) Sales Tax:
The General Fund’s Third Largest Pot of Money
Property taxes are the largest revenue component in Marengo’s
$3.9 million General Fund. At $1,291,852, property taxes account for
almost exactly one-third of the revenue in the budget. The next two
highest revenue sources are the state allocation of income taxes, budgeted at $741,856 (19 percent of the General Fund), and sales taxes
which are estimated this fiscal year at $660,000 (17 percent). Sales
taxes are remitted from the state based upon sales activity within the
city limits.
For Marengo, this revenue source is not as lucrative as it is in other
nearby cities. For instance, the municipal government in Crystal Lake
has very little reliance upon property taxes because they have a vigorous sales tax base that offsets their expenses. On a per capita basis
Crystal Lake gets more money from sales taxes in comparison to most
cities for two reasons: they have a lot of commercial activity, and they
charge a higher sales tax rate. For us folks in Marengo, we know that
our local sales tax dollars migrate out to other cities like Crystal Lake
because of its proximity and the economy of scale it provides due to
its larger and denser population. One of the reasons why Walmart is
located on the far southeast side of Belvidere is because it is close to
the small but recognizable Marengo marketplace.
Because sales taxes are locally determined in Illinois (many states
like Wisconsin have one state-wide sales tax rate), Illinois cities can

have noticeably different levels of municipal government service and
qualities in their infrastructure. Long established, semi-rural cities
like Marengo don’t have sales tax collections that could help upgrade
service delivery and/or make street improvements.
How Sales Tax Works in Illinois
All municipal governments receive a penny on the dollar in sales
tax revenues, as collected and reimbursed by the state. In other words,
the State of Illinois gets 5.25 percent of the 6.25 percent of the statewide collected sales tax rate. On top of this base rate counties and
cities can direct the state to collect additional sales taxes for just their
government. While Crystal Lake and Belvidere each have the same
sales tax rate -7.75 percent- their taxes are differently levied. In
Crystal Lake the sales tax rate is split as follows: state 5.25 percent,
state municipal tax 1.00 percent, McHenry County 0.75 percent, Crystal Lake local option 0.75 percent. In Belvidere the split is: state 5.25
percent, state municipal tax 1.00 percent, Boone County 1.50 percent,
Belvidere local option 0.
Of all of the counties in our area, only DeKalb chooses not to impose a sales tax. McHenry, Lake and Kane Counties all collect .75
percent, Winnebago 1.00 percent and Boone 1.50 percent. This accounts for why within this survey Genoa is the loan city that has a
sales tax rate of less than 7.00 percent.
In this survey of 25 cities within 25 miles of Marengo, 13 collect sales
taxes that are locally established. Carpentersville collects the highest
rate at 2.00 percent. DeKalb and Sycamore collect 1.75 percent and
Wes Dundee collects 1.50 percent. Elgin’s rate is 1.25 percent.
Rockford, Loves Park and little Gilberts collect 1.00 percent. Crystal
Lake and Algonquin have a 0.75 percent rate. McHenry and Lake in
the Hills have the lowest rates in the area at 0.50 percent. While their
overall sales tax rates may vary from county to county, 12 cities in this
survey do not impose local sales tax; they are: Johnsburg, Woodstock,
Genoa, Belvidere, Harvard, Hampshire, Huntley, Island Lake, Marengo, Cary, Poplar Grove and Pingree Grove. Within the 25-mile
radius, Marengo’s overall sales tax rate is tied for the second lowest.
How Cities Impose a Local Sales Tax
Most of the cities that impose a local sales tax can do so through
home rule authority. The state grants home rule to all cities with
populations above 25,000. Those with home rule authority can impose a sales tax by a direct action of their city councils. Population
estimates have shown that Woodstock and Huntley have recently
grown past this 25,000 threshold which perhaps is reason why they
don’t have a local option sales tax. Otherwise, all of the cities in this
survey with populations above 25,000 have local option sales taxes.
There are five cities in the area with populations of less than 25,000
that have local option sales taxes: Sycamore, West Dundee, Loves
Park, South Elgin and Gilberts. In these cities their citizens either
decided to voluntarily vote-in home rule authority (as allowed by state
law) thereby allowing their city councils to determine whether a local
option sales tax should be imposed, or specifically elected to establish
a local option sales tax (by referendum) for a particular purpose. In
Marengo’s case, only its voters can decide whether to impose a local
option sales tax.
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Regalia, Reminders and other References
E-Pay
As part of our ongoing commitment to
improve service to our residents, we are offering the following electronic payment options at www.cityofmarengo.com:
• Water/Sewer Payments
• Vehicle Sticker Payments
• Parking/Bond Ordinance violations
Payments can be made by Mastercard,
American Express, Discover or E-Check.
The convenience fee charged for using credit
services is not charged or collected by the
City of Marengo.
Email Updates
Want to stay connected with City happenings? Have Marengo City Council agendas,
news releases, calendar’s of monthly meetings and general updates delivered right to
your inbox. To register, go to
www.cityofmarengo.com and enter your
email address in the “subscribe to email updates” box or stop by City Hall.
Travel Trailers & Recreational Vehicles
Parking of travel trailers, utility trailers or
other recreational vehicles shall only be permitted behind the front property line between the dates of April 15 and October 15.
After October 15 and prior to April 15, the
parking of travel trailers, utility trailers and /
or other recreational vehicles shall only be
permitted behind the setback line. Please call
City Hall with any questions.
Garage Sales
A $5.00 garage sale permit application
can be printed at www.cityofmarengo.com
or picked up at City Hall. The ordinance
allows an address to hold two garage sales

ELECTED OFFICIALS

City-Wide
Hydrant
Flushing
Ward III
Ward IV
Todd Hall
Dennis Hammortree
May
27-June
5
815.568.7273
815.568.5577

Mayor Donald B. Lockhart
815.568.6559
Ward I

Ward II

Nicole DeBoer
815.568.0911

Michael Smith
815.568.1246

James Regelin
815.823.3007

Steve Mortensen
815.735.0766

Matt Keenum
815.404.4585

Brett Martin
815.568.1223

City Clerk Constance Boxleitner
815.568.6937

City employees will be conducting a city-wide hydrant flushing starting May 27th - June 5th. During this week
period, you might see some discoloration or low water pressure. If so, please run water at a high rate of speed
until your system is clear. You should avoid doing laundry during this time.

Standing: D. Hammortree, S. Mortensen, C. Boxleitner, N. DeBoer, M. Keenum
Seated: J. Regelin, B. Martin, D. Lockhart, M. Smith, T. Hall

yearly up to six consecutive days with the
ability to split the six days into two consecutive weeks. Only three signs are allowed to
advertise the sale. They are to be displayed
during the dates of the sale and are to be
removed 24 hours after the sale. Signs must
have their own support and are to be posted
in the ground. Attachment of signs to telephone poles, trees, traffic signals or any city,
state or federal signage is not allowed.

2015-2016 Vehicle Stickers
The 2015-16 vehicle stickers will be
available for purchase beginning in June.
The cost is $20 per vehicle or $5 per vehicle
for those aged 65 and over. Fees double
after August 1, 2015.
Overnight Street Parking
Parking is not allowed on any residential
streets between the hours of 12:00 A.M. and
6:00 A.M. Violators are subject to a $25
ordinance violation fine.

Approved Resolutions and Ordinances May, June and July 2015
May
15-5
Proclamation for National Police Week
15-5-A A Resolution Regulating Smoking in Public Places
June
15-6-1 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 25, Water & Wastewater Department of the Marengo Municipal Code Water/Sewer Rates
15-6-2 A Resolution Establishing Prevailing Wage Rates for the City of Marengo
15-6-A A Resolution Permitting Work & Maintenance on Public Highways IDOT
July
15-7-1 An Ordinance Making the Appropriations for Corporate Purposes for FY 15/16
15-7-2 An Ordinance Granting a Building Setback Variation at 816 E. Grant Hwy
15-7-3 An Ordinance Granting a Building Setback Variation at 110 Franks Road
The August 2015 has been produced by the following staff members: Article contributors: Gary Boden, Justin Netzer & Kevin Drinka. Desktop publisher:
Megan Lopez
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