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ELECTED OFFICIALS
Mayor Donald B. Lockhart
815.568.6559
Ward I

Ward II

Ward III

Ward IV

Steven Mortensen
815.735.0766

Matt Keenum
815.404.4585

Gretchen Samuelson
815.509.4206

Dennis Hammortree
815.568.5577

Michael Smith
815.568.1246

Carole Bartman
815.568.7970

Nicole DeBoer
815.568.0911

Todd Hall
815.568.7273

City Clerk Constance Boxleitner
815.568.6937

Standing: S. Mortensen, M. Keenum, D. Lockhart, G. Samuelson, D. Hammortree
Seated: M. Smith, C. Bartman, C. Boxleitner, N. DeBoer, T. Hall

CITY DEPARTMENTS
Mayor’s Office
815.568.7112
Administration
815.568.7112

Public Works &
Building Department
815.568.2669
Utility Billing
815.568.7112

Police Department
815.568.7231

132 East Prairie Street, Marengo, IL.

Council Redraws Ward Map
Action Effects Candidate Placement on the 2015 Ballot
City Council adopted a new ward map on
September 8, 2014. This map utilized 2010
census data, broken out on a block by block
basis. The former ward map which was
drawn in 1999, used 1990 census data. Since
then the City’s population has grown by 57 %
causing the City’s four aldermanic wards to
become noticeably disproportionate. While
the geography of the City expanded significantly from the annexations in 2013, less than
25 people were added to the City’s population.
Because the redistricting changes became
effective in September, the procedures for the
upcoming April 7, 2015 Consolidated Election
are different from previous elections. Current
state law provides that in the first general municipal election following a redistricting, “a
candidate for alderman may be elected from
any ward that contains a part of the ward in
which he or she resided at least one year preceding the election.” This means that candidates for City Alderman in 2015, and 2015
only have choices as to which ward they will
seek to represent. A candidate can file for any
of the new wards which contain part of the
candidate’s old ward, not just the new ward in
which the candidate resides.
Candidates are encouraged to analyze
the ward maps for themselves to determine
which Wards they are eligible to represent,
and to hire their own counsel should they have
specific questions as to their eligibility.
A City Council candidate has to declare
and can only run for a position in one Ward.
Candidates should choose the Ward for which
they will run prior to obtaining signatures on
their petition, because only qualified voters
from the new ward will count as valid signatures.
If a candidate is elected to the City Council
in 2015, he or she will have to establish at
least one year of residency in the ward he or
she represents in order to run for reelection as
alderman for that ward in 2019.
A nomination packet can be obtained in
the City Clerk’s office between 8 a.m. and 4
p.m., Monday through Friday. Nomination
papers are to be filed with the Marengo City
Clerk December 15 through December 22.
Nomination papers can only be filed at City
Hall 132 E. Prairie St. and will not be received after 5:00 pm on Monday, December
22, 2014.

www.cityofmarengo.com

Ward 4

Ward 3

Ward 1
Ward 2
Candidate Eligibility
For 2015 Only
•
•
•
•

Residents of old Ward 1 can
run for Wards 1 or 2
Residents of old Ward 2 can
run for Wards 1, 2 or 3
Residents of old Ward 3 can
run for Wards 1, 3 or 4
Residents of old Ward 4 can
run for Wards 3 or 4

Annexations Being Considered in Upcoming Weeks
Largely due to the intended 2015 development of a west side water well and associated
water mains, owners of some 521 acres have petitioned to come into the city. With one exception, this property straddles the Marengo Riley Township line west of Meyer Rd, between
USH 20 and Pleasant Grove Rd. The exception is a 120-acre tract that is on the northeast corner of Blissdale and Grange Roads.
With the attended zoning of AT– agricultural transition, annexation of three different tracts
totaling 470 acres and legally owned in different combinations by Eugene, Bertha Meyer and
Catherine Meyer are scheduled for Council action at the end of November.
Land held in trust by Harvey Meyers and currently zoned “I- Industrial” in Marengo Township by McHenry County, is also the intended sight of the new water well. This 51–acre tract
is going for Planning and Zoning Commission recommendation to get a corresponding “MManufacturing” zoning classification in the City. Located just south of USH 20, about a quarter mile west of Meyer Road, this request is scheduled for Council action on December 15.

2

Last Winter the City had to Fix 32 Water Main Breaks

Tips To Prevent Frozen Water Pipes
This article was reprinted from a December 9, 2013 article by United Water Team.

•
•
•

Check The Heat

•

•

•

•

Winter is coming and so is the risk of frozen pipes. As soon as thermometers drop into
the freezing zone, the following tips will help
you avoid unpleasant surprises that may come
from broken water pipes on your property.
We are pleased to give you this Big Chill
Checklist so that you can relax and enjoy this
winter season.
Winters can be harsh on household plumbing so don’t forget to protect the water meter
and pipes from freezing temperatures. Those
located on outside walls, in basements or in
crawl spaces, are particularly vulnerable to
the cold. They can easily freeze and break
during cold spells and lead to costly repairs.
Please follow these important steps to help
prevent expensive problems later.

Start Outdoors
• Disconnect and drain the garden hose
connection. This will help prevent outside
faucets and pipes from freezing, leaking or
breaking.
• Close outside vents, crawl spaces and
doors so cold air doesn’t seep inside.
• Repair broken windows and seal cracks
in the walls.

Locate The Shut-off Valves
Make sure the valves on either side of the
•
water meter are working properly.
Place a tag on the main shut-off valve.
Make sure everyone in the house knows
•
where it is and how to operate it in an
emergency.

If you’re going away, keep a minimum
amount of heat on in the house. This will
help protect the pipes in case the temperature drops.
If you plan to turn the heat off, drain all
the water from the pipes, toilets and water heater. Turn off the power source to
the water heater. If your heater operates
on gas, turn the heater on “pilot.”

More Tips For Freezing Weather
•
•
•

Check the meter periodically to see if
there is damage and contact us if you
detect a crack.
If a sink is located against an outside
wall, open the cabinet doors overnight to
allow warm air to reach water pipes.
If you have had problems with frozen
pipes in the past, keep a trickle of water
running from the highest faucet in your
house. During extremely cold periods,
this trickle should be the size of a pencil
point. You will be billed for the water
used but this procedure may help prevent
more costly plumbing repairs resulting
from broken pipes.

Annual Street
Resurfacing Program
Completed
This year’s road resurfacing program is
finally complete with approximately one half
mile of full lane width mill and re-surfacing.
The Page Street Settlers Cove Development
was also repaired and the final lift installed;
this project was paid for by funds the City
called from the Letter of Credit held by the
bank from the defunct development.

Thawing Frozen Pipes

Partial water service indicates that a pipe is
frozen somewhere in the house. A complete
lack of water service can be the result of a
frozen water meter or a frozen pipe leading
from the water main in the street to the house.
A meter or water pipe that feels extremely
cold is most likely frozen. It’s important to
clear frozen blockages as soon as possible to
Insulate, Insulate, Insulate
minimize the danger of pipes bursting in
some inaccessible spot. The resulting leak
• Wrap water lines and meters in commer- could cause serious property damage.
cial insulation.
Follow the important steps outlined below to
• Wrap pipes subject to cold or freezing in help thaw frozen pipes. In some instances, it
heat tape available from hardware stores. may be best to call a licensed plumber.
It must be kept plugged in all winter.
• If a water pipe has frozen and burst, turn
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off the water at the main shut-off valve in
the house.
Thaw pipes and meters by applying hot
air from a hair dryer, electric heater or by
using a heating pad.
Do not use electrical appliances in areas
of standing water because you could be
electrocuted.
Never use hot water or a blowtorch on a
frozen pipe or water meter.
Frozen underground pipes running into
the house may require the application of
electric current or other thawing devices.
A licensed plumber must address this
problem.

This year, Peter Baker & Son Co. was
awarded the re-surfacing project that normally
would have been done in house. This project
was contracted out for just 2014 to free up
Public Works crews to assist in significant
water system repairs, and to take down dead
trees affected by the Emerald Ash Borer infestation. This month, DPW crews are doing
patching in 5 areas throughout the City. This
patching work will continue into December as
weather permits. Planning for next year’s resurfacing work will be done during this winter’s preparation of the FY15/16 budget.
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Disaster Preparedness
Made Easy
Whether or not you believe the climate is
changing, the globe is warming, there are
more earthquakes or the host of other calamities one can glean from the media; the message is that everyone should have some type
of “all-hazards” disaster plan. Since we are
prone to tornados in this part of Illinois as
well as some localized flooding, it would
make sense to start a plan centering on disasters such as these. How does one begin? I
would submit that a simple generalized plan
along with a minor investment could be a
starting point.
A simple disaster plan could be a meeting
place in the event of a house fire, checking in
with your loved ones before and after a major
weather or man-made event, or even keeping
a small supply of necessary medications, extra food and water or pet supplies to last a
minimum of three (3) days should Marengo
receive a significant hit from an event. Ideally it would be nice for everyone to have
access to a mobile generator to run a couple
of conveniences, but realistically the cost let
alone fuel storage could be prohibitive. Another consideration for planning could be
contacting close relatives to insure in the

event of a disaster that may preclude your
ability to utilize your residence for a time,
which of these relatives or friends are available and willing to put you up.
These days one can purchase a National
Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) weather radio from $25.00 on up.
Just type in NOAA weather radio in a computer search engine and you can see the large
listing of various radios from which to
choose. Many of the cellular telephones you
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can purchase these days come pre-installed
with an emergency weather notification application to alert when things in the area get
ugly. One deficiency that’s been identified
with these weather apps is the fact that they
can be more regional and less local in nature
so you should always looks for additional
confirmation if time permits.
The city continues to develop and plan for
the same issues on a community-wide scale
that you may face individually. The city departments as well as local emergency responders plan and discuss the “what ifs” and
how to address these scenarios in a safe and
effective manner. To this end, a new emergency operations plan (EOP) has been developed and is currently being edited for finishing. The EOP looks to address many of the
same aforementioned situations, but also
looks at how departments may respond and
what role, whether supporting or primary,
they would play in a given disaster event.
The government entertains a successional
plan to insure basic services can be met to the
best of our ability and depending upon the
extent of damages. A public-private component is also in play so we know where to look

WWTP Welcomes
James Mangum

The City of Marengo would like to welcome
James Mangum as the newest to the Wastewater Treatment Plant employee. He is no
stranger to us, James worked with the City
from 2005 to 2008 as the groundskeeper.

Transponder
Change-Out
Program Successful

Only 1.3 percent of Marengo water/
sanitary sewer user addresses are getting the
$20 month /$60 per quarterly billing cycle
surcharge for not making an appointment by
the October 31 deadline to change out their
water meter reader transponders. As of the
end of last month, 34 of 2,566 Marengo water/
services addresses had not been changed-out,
or made a commitment to change-out the devices which are reducing the meter-reading
cost allocation for the city-operated utilities.
Replacing the up-to-25-year-old devices was
made necessary because the old model was no
longer being manufactured.
This $400,000 project was paid out of capital development reserve funds, and did not
cause any additional one-time or on-going
charges to those who made the 15-minute appointment to let HBK Water Meter Service,
the City’s contracted service provider, make
the required replacement. Public Works Department staff now will be responsible for
for resources and which facilities are critical making the remaining few change-outs.
In early September the City mailed transto maintain power to provide necessary serponder
change-out notification letters to the
vices such as sewer and water.
last
370
addresses that had not made a comThe bottom line in disaster preparedness is
that your government is constantly planning mitment. In early October a second changeout notification letter was mailed, this time to
and adapting the plan to new and serious
201 addresses. This second letter warned of
situations, but it is still incumbent on each
the November 1 water/sewer billing increase
and every citizen to accept some degree of
responsibility to plan for themselves as it may for those did not make an appointment for the
change-out. On October 21, “final notice”
take some time for the cavalry to arrive.
flyers were hung on the 76 doors.
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WATER WELL AND MAIN PROJECTS
SLATED FOR 2015 CONSTRUCTION
With the Wastewater Treatment Plant’s
redevelopment and expansion set for completion next spring, attention is shifting toward
improving the City’s other utility – Water.
Last month the City Council voted to consolidate the bidding for the Sunset Drive, Willow Road and West Van Buren Street water main replacement project with another
larger west side water main project. While
the bids for the Sunset/Willow/West Van Buren project came in above the $800,000 engineers’ estimate, it was reported by the City’s
engineers from HR Green that better bidding
prices could be achieved by pairing this project with the construction of water main that
would lead from the new well that will be
built about a quarter mile west of Meyer
Road, just behind some light manufacturing
buildings on the south side of West Grant
Highway.
The new water main extending from the
well will go up O’Connell Road and then onto
Indian Oaks Trail to connect to water main
that currently dead ends in Indian Oaks Park.
This new main will essentially be a more direct feeder to the Water Tower on South
Street. The project will also include some
upsizing of water main in the immediate area
of the tower.
While the city’s engineers from HR Green
have been engaged to design and oversee the
bidding of the water main project, city staff
has been directed to bid out the design of the
new water well. This design will include
plans for constructing a small ground water
treatment facility. Through a Quality Based
Selection process two city council members
and four staff members will recommend in
December or January to the City Council the
hiring of one of seven firms that has expressed interest in the water well design project.
Payment for the Willow/Sunset/Van Buren
main replacement, the new west side water
main and the water well projects will come
from the proceeds of a bond issue that was
approved last summer by City Council. This
bond issue refinanced some existing debt, and
added about $3.2 million of new debt without
having to increase rates on the water/sewer
bill.
Currently all three of the city wells are
located in close proximity on the City’s northeast side. The new west side well and water
main are being built to allow for cross-
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directional flow of water throughout the city’s
system. The new well will draw water from a
shallow aquifer that is separate from the east
side well field. Having water coming from
two different locations will improve system
pressure and will lessen iron build-up in the
mains. And to address concerns that ground

water quality could be compromised at some
time in the future, it is felt that with a well on
the west side, the system will be operating
with some redundant safety . The new well is
being built to upgrade one that is inefficiently
operating, and is expected to generate 4-5
times the pumping capacity.

The hash blue line going North South and then East West to Indian Oaks Park shows the approximate route of the
City’s commitment to the new water main construction.

CITY APPROACHED BY 300 WEST, LLC TO BUILD
WATER MAIN IN MARENGO TOWNSHIP
The City of Marengo has been approached by the property owners of the Arnold Electromagnetic Engineering factory to build water main for the property located between West
Street west to Ritz Road and from Railroad Street south to USH 20, and for nearby property
owners on Railroad Street and on Ritz Road, north of Railroad Street. All of this property is
in Marengo Township. In addition to 300 West, LLC having to pay for the costs associated
with this water main extension project comes the understanding that 300 West would pay for
all costs related to hooking-up the water main to the existing system. In doing so, 300 West,
LLC would have to extend water main from their property, south along Meyer Road to
O’Connell Road.
This project is being proposed to mitigate ground water contamination that emanated from
the 300 West/Arnold Engineering property. The contamination caused by volatile organic
compounds (VOCs) that had been used by Arnold Engineering in a cleaning process that had
been discontinued over 10 years ago. The contamination plume extending northwesterly
from the plant site is assumed in a worst case scenario to cover some 60-80 acres.
The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency has been monitoring private wells in the
area for a few years, and determined in 2013 that VOC levels were high enough to necessitate
a mitigation protocol. More monitoring wells have been installed to better define that area
and the level of the contamination concern. Whether the use of the City’s water system will
be used to address this problem will not formally be determined by the IEPA/Illinois Attorney
General’s office and 300 West, LLC until later this year. If the go ahead is given, the City
would then enter into a formal agreement with 300 West defining the conditions under which
the City’s water system would be used.

5

Regalia, Reminders and other References
Snow Plowing
Numerous variables on each snow/ice
event will dictate the preparation or response
to each event. Under “normal” 1-4 inch
snow fall of moderate duration, arterial roads
are plowed once or twice during the event
while the entire town will be cleared once
snow has subsided. The City has a fleet of 7
total plow trucks, however only five are used
on “normal” snow events.

Travel Trailers & Recreational Vehicles
Parking of travel trailers, utility trailers or
other recreational vehicles shall only be permitted behind the front property line between the dates of April 15 and October 15.
After October 15 and prior to April 15, the
parking of travel trailers, utility trailers and /
or other recreational vehicles shall only be
permitted behind the setback line. Please call
City Hall with any questions.

you want for Christmas. The evening will
feature music, arts, crafts & more!

Snow on Sidewalk Removal
Marengo Ordinance 6.14 requires removal of snow and ice accumulating on sidewalks or public walkways within 24 hours
after a snowfall. If removal is not possible
within that timeframe, surfaces may be
treated with salt or sand to lessen hazard for
pedestrians until weather permits.

Santa Parade and Tree Lighting
Join Santa in lighting the City Christmas
Tree on Friday, December 5 @ 6:00 p.m.
The Santa parade begins at 6:00 p.m. in front
of the Fire Station and makes it’s way to the
tree lighting in the Municipal lot. After the
tree lighting, join Santa at the Marengo
United Methodist Church to tell him what

Letters to Santa
Santa loves reading your letters! Drop your
letters to Santa between Nov 15th and Dec
15th into the special North Pole mailbox at
the front entrance of the Marengo Park District building. Be sure your name and return
address is on each letter so Santa can reply.

Breakfast with Santa
The Marengo Park District is hosting the
annual Breakfast with Santa event on Saturday, December 13th from 9am-11am. Light
continental breakfast will be served , as well
as a picture with Santa, and a coloring contest.

E-Pay
As part of our ongoing commitment to
improve service to our residents, we are offering the following electronic payment options at www.cityofmarengo.com:
• Water/Sewer Payments
• Vehicle Sticker Payments
• Parking/Bond Ordinance violations
Payments can be made by Mastercard,
American Express, Discover or E-Check.
The convenience fee charged for using credit
services is not charged or collected by the
City of Marengo.
Email Updates
Want to stay connected with City happenings? Have Marengo City Council agendas,
news releases, calendar’s of monthly meetings and general updates delivered right to
your inbox. To register, go to
www.cityofmarengo.com and enter your
email address in the “subscribe to email updates” box or stop by City Hall.

Approved Resolutions and Ordinances August, September, and October 2014
August
14-8-1 Ordinance Proposing the Establishment of SSA #7 for a Turn Lane Within City of Marengo
14-8-2 Ordinance Authorizing the Execution of a Promissory Note for $80,000 at an Annual Rate of 3.5%
September
14-9-1 Ordinance Describing & Establishing Ward Boundaries
14-9-2 Ordinance Authorizing the Sale or Disposal of Surplus
14-9-3 Ordinance Amending Section 33.07B, Number of Licenses Issued
14-9-4 Ordinance Rezoning a Certain Parcel Located on North State Street from Manufacturing to B-2 General Business
14-9-5 Ordinance Amending Section 25.18 of the Marengo Code to Clarify Consequences of Failure to Install Required Meter Equipment
October
*No Ordinance/Resolutions
The November 2014 Marengo Newsletter has been produced by the following staff members: Article contributors: Gary Boden, Chief Hallman, Anna
Leyrer and Jayson Shull. Desktop publisher: Megan Lopez
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